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Principle 3

The right to development must be fulfilled so as to equitably meet
developmental and environmental needs of present and future generations.

Principle 4

In order to achieve sustainable development, environmental protection
shall constitute an integral part of the development process and cannot be
considered in isolation from it.

Principle 5

All States and all people shall cooperate in the essential task of
eradicating poverty as an indispensable requirement for sustainable
development, in order to decrease the disparities in standards of living and
better meet the needs of the majority of the people of the world.

Principle 6

The special situation and needs of developing countries, particularly the
least developed and those most environmentally vulnerable, shall be given
special priority. International actions in the field of environment and
development should also address the interests and needs of all countries.

Principle 7

States shall cooperate in a spirit of global partnership to conserve,
protect and restore the health and integrity of the Earth's ecosystem. 1In view
of the different contributions to global environmental degradation, States have
common but differentiated responsibilities. The developed countries
acknowledge the responsibility that they bear in the international pursuit of
sustainable development in view of the pressures their societies place on the
global environment and of the technologies and financial resources they
command.

Principle 8

To achieve sustainable development and a higher quality of life for all
people, States should reduce and eliminate unsustainable patterns of production
and consumption and promote appropriate demographic policies.

Principle 9

States should cooperate to strengthen endogenous capacity-building for
sustainable development by improving scientific understanding through exchanges
of scientific and technological knowledge, and by enhancing the development,
adaptation, diffusion and transfer of technologies, including new and
innovative technologies.

Principle 1@

Environmental issues are best handled with the participation of all
concerned citizens, at the relevant level. At the national level, each
individual shall have appropriate access to information concerning the
environment that is held by public authorities, including information on
hazardous materials and activities in their communities, and the opportunity
to participate in decision-making processes. States shall facilitate and
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encourage public awareness and participation by making information widely
available. Effective access to judicial and administrative proceedings,
including redress and remedy, shall be provided.

Principle 11

States shall enact effective environmental legislation. Environmental
standards, management objectives and priorities should reflect the
environmental and developmental context to which they apply. Standards applied
by some countries may be inappropriate and of unwarranted economic and social
cost to other countries, in particular developing countries.

Principle 12

States should cooperate to promote a supportive and open international
economic system that would lead to economic growth and sustainable development
in all countries, to better address the problems of environmental degradation.
Trade policy measures for environmental purposes should not constitute a means
of arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimination or a disguised restriction on
international trade. Unilateral actions to deal with environmental challenges
outside the jurisdiction of the importing country should be avoided.
Environmental measures addressing transboundary or global environmental
problems should, as far as possible, be based on an international consensus.

Principle 13

States shall develop national law regarding liability and compensation
for the victims of pollution and other environmental damage. States shall also
cooperate in an expeditious and more determined manner to develop further
international law regarding liability and compensation for adverse effects of
environmental damage caused by activities within their jurisdiction or control
to areas beyond their jurisdiction.

Principle 14

States should effectively cooperate to discourage or prevent the
relocation and transfer to other States of any activities and substances that
cause severe environmental degradation or are found to be harmful to human
health.

Principle 15

In order to protect the environment, the precautionary approach shall be
widely applied by States according to their capabilities. Where there are
threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of full scientific certainty
shall not be used as a reason for postponing cost-effective measures to prevent
environmental degradation.

Principle 16
National authorities should endeavour to promote the internalization of
environmental costs and the use of economic instruments, taking into account
the approach that the polluter should, in principle, bear the cost of

pollution, with due regard to the public interest and without distorting
international trade and investment.

Principle 17
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Environmental impact assessment, as a national instrument, shall be
undertaken for proposed activities that are likely to have a significant
adverse impact on the environment and are subject to a decision of a competent
national authority.

Principle 18

States shall immediately notify other States of any natural disasters or
other emergencies that are likely to produce sudden harmful effects on the
environment of those States. Every effort shall be made by the international
community to help States so afflicted.

Principle 19

States shall provide prior and timely notification and relevant
information to potentially affected States on activities that may have a
significant adverse transboundary environmental effect and shall consult with
those States at an early stage and in good faith.

Principle 26

Women have a vital role in environmental management and development.
Their full participation is therefore essential to achieve sustainable
development.

Principle 21

The creativity, ideals and courage of the youth of the world should be
mobilized to forge a global partnership in order to achieve sustainable
development and ensure a better future for all.

Principle 22

Indigenous people and their communities and other local communities have
a vital role in environmental management and development because of their
knowledge and traditional practices. States should recognize and duly support
their identity, culture and interests and enable their effective participation
in the achievement of sustainable development.

Principle 23
The environment and natural resources of people under oppression,
domination and occupation shall be protected.
Principle 24
Warfare is inherently destructive of sustainable development. States
shall therefore respect international law providing protection for the
environment in times of armed conflict and cooperate in its further
development, as necessary.
Principle 25
Peace, development and environmental protection are interdependent and

indivisible.

Principle 26
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REVIEW OF NOTORIOUS MARKETS FOR COUNTERFEITING AND PIRACY

In 2010, USTR began publishing annually the Review ¢ f Notorious Markets for Countei feiting and
Piracy (Notorious Markets List) separately from the annual Special 301 Report. The Notorious
Markets List identifies illustrative examples of online and physical markets that reportedly engage
in, facilitate, turn a blind eye to, or benefit from substantial copyright piracy and trademark
counterfeiting, according to information submitted to USTR in response to a notice published in
the Federal Register requesting public comments. In 2022, USTR requested such comments on
August 26, 2022, and published the 2022 Notorious Markets List on January 31, 2023. USTR
plans to conduct its next Review of Notorious Markets for Counterfeiting and Piracy in the fall of
2023.

THE SPECIAL 301 PROCESS

The Congressionally mandated annual Special 301 Report is the result of an extensive multi-
stakeholder process. Pursuant to the statute mandating the Report, the United States Trade
Representative is charged with designating as Priority Foreign Countries those countries that have
the most onerous or egregious acts, policies, or practices and whose acts, policies, or practices
have the greatest adverse impact (actual or potential) on relevant U.S. products. (See ANNEX 1.)
To facilitate administration of the statute, USTR has created a Priority Watch List and a Watch
List within this Report. Placement of a trading partner on the Priority Watch List or Watch List
indicates that particular problems exist in that country with respect to IP protection, enforcement,
or market access for U.S. persons relying on IP. Provisions of the Special 301 statute, as amended,
direct the United States Trade Representative to develop action plans for each country identified
as a Priority Watch List country that has also been on the Priority Watch List for at least one year.

Public Engagement

USTR solicited broad public participation in the 2023 Special 301 review process to facilitate
sound, well-balanced assessments of trading partners’ IP protection and enforcement and related
market access issues affecting IP-intensive industries and to help ensure that the Special 301
review would be based on comprehensive information regarding IP issues in trading partner
markets.

USTR requested written submissions from the public through a notice published in the Federal
Register on December 15, 2022 (Federal Register notice). In addition, due to the COVID-19
pandemic, USTR fostered public participation via written submissions rather than an in-person
hearing. The interagency Special 301 Subcommittee of the Trade Policy Staff Committee (TPSC)
sent written questions about issues relevant to the review to those that submitted written comments,
including to representatives of foreign governments, industry, and non-governmental
organizations. USTR posted the written questions and the written responses online at
www.regulations.gov, docket number USTR-2022-0016. The Federal Register notice drew
submissions from 71 non-government stakeholders and 17 foreign governments. The submissions
filed in response to the Federal Register notice are available to the public online at
www.regulations.gov, docket number USTR-2022-0016.



VIETNAM

Vietnam remains on the Watch List in 2023. Vietnam took steps to improve intellectual property
(IP) protection and enforcement, including amending its Intellectual Property Law in June 2022
and acceding to the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) Performances and
Phonograms Treaty (WPPT) and WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT), collectively known as the WIPO
Internet Treaties, in April 2022 and November 2021 respectively. Right holders also welcomed
greater engagement with enforcement authorities and increases in Vietnam Customs’ border
enforcement in certain areas. However, IP enforcement continues to be a serious challenge. While
Vietnamese authorities initiated a criminal investigation against the operators of Phimmoi.net, the
investigation has stalled. There are almost no criminal investigations or prosecutions, even though
Vietnam has criminal laws imposing substantial fines and years of incarceration for copyright and
trademark infringement. Vietnam continues to rely heavily on administrative enforcement actions,
which have consistently failed to deter widespread counterfeiting and piracy. In particular, online
piracy, including the use of illicit streaming devices and associated piracy applications to access
unauthorized audiovisual content, remains a significant concern. Moreover, although Vietnam
issued a decree to address the online sale of counterfeit goods, the trafficking of pirated and
counterfeit goods through e-commerce sites and elsewhere online remains a serious problem.
Counterfeit goods remain widely available in physical markets as well. According to right holders,
weak IP enforcement in Vietnam is due to poor coordination among ministries and agencies
responsible for enforcement, delays in investigations and court proceedings, and the lack of
familiarity with IP law among police, prosecutors, and judges. The United States is closely
monitoring and engaging with Vietnam on the ongoing implementation of amendments to the 2015
Penal Code with respect to criminal enforcement of IP violations. In addition, right holders have
raised concerns about trademark application backlogs. Furthermore, Vietnam’s system for
protecting against the unfair commercial use, as well as the unauthorized disclosure, of undisclosed
test or other data generated to obtain marketing approval for pharmaceutical products needs
clarification. The United States is also monitoring the implementation of IP provisions pursuant
to Vietnam’s commitments under trade agreements with third parties. The European Union-
Vietnam Free Trade Agreement (EVFTA) grandfathered prior users of certain cheese terms from
the restrictions in the geographical indications (GIs) provisions of the EVFTA, and it is important
that Vietnam ensure market access for prior users of those terms who were in the Vietnamese
market before the grandfathering date of January 1, 2017. The United States urges Vietnam to
engage on and address these issues and to provide interested stakeholders with meaningful
opportunities for input as it proceeds with these reforms. The United States will continue to press
on these and other IP issues with Vietnam through the United States-Vietnam Trade and
Investment Framework Agreement and other bilateral engagement.
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investigation teams of the investigating police offices under the district-level Public Security Sections (“Circular
56")

Circular No. 26/2018/TT-BCA on amendments and supplementations to several provisions of Circular 56 issued
by the Minister of Public Security Ministry on 10 August 2018.

Article 19, 20, 21 Law No. 99/2015/QH13 on Organization of Criminal Investigation Bodies issued on 26
November 2015 by the National Assembly.

Circular No. 11/2015/TT-BKHCN, issued on 26 June 2015 by the Minister of Science and Technology (Circular
11), provides “IPR holders may propose technical assistance, including information, documents, means of
transport, technical equipment and manpower for competent agencies to investigate, verify and collect evidence
and dispose of material evidence and means used in infringements. The financial contribution shall be regarded
as reasonable expenses for the protection of industrial property rights and accounted as production costs .”.

Article 268 of the 2015 Criminal Procedure Code.

According to Article 268.2b of the 2015 Criminal Code, criminal cases with defendants, victims, litigants (i.e. civil
plaintiffs, civil defendants, and persons with interests and obligations related to the criminal case) are heard by
provincial-level courts. However, for the acts of manufacturing and trading counterfeits (Article 192 of the 2015
Criminal Code), it is not clear by law whether IP holders are considered as ‘“litigants” in criminal cases. Therefore,
in practice, there have been counterfeiting cases with foreign IP holders designated to district-level courts for
handling. Article 269 of the 2015 Criminal Procedure Code

Article 269 of the 2015 Criminal Procedure Code

Decree 185/2013/ND-CP on Providing the Penalties on Administrative Violations in Commercial Activities,
Production of, Trading in Counterfeit or Banned Goods and Protection of Consumer Rights issue by the
Government on 15 November 2013 (“Decree 185”)

Goods with counterfeit packaging of other businesses, or with labels or packaging that falsely claimed name or
address of an entrepreneur, trade name, product name, circulation registration code, bar codes, the indication of
the goods’ origin, places of manufacturing, packaging and assembly (Article 3.8dd and 3.8e of the Decree 185).

Goods with at least one quality standard or basic technical characteristic creating the goods’ use value of 70% or
lower comparing with the quality or technical standard applied for the genuine products (Article 3.8b of the Decree
185).

Hearing first-instance cases in accordance with the laws.

District-level Civil Courts handle civil, business, commercial and labour matters that fall into district-level courts’
jurisdiction ( rticle 351a and 361,

Provincial-level Civil Courts handle civil matters that fall into provincial-level courts’ jurisdiction ( rticle 353 of the
2015 Civil Procedure Code)’

Provincial-level Economic Courts handle business and commercial matters that fall into provincial-level courts’
jurisdiction ( article 371a and 381 of the 2015 Civil Procedure Code).

Article 40.1 of the 2015 Civil Procedure Code.

MoST, Draft report on 10 years of implementation of IP Law, published on MoST’s website at
wwwmostgovvn/vn/tin-tuc/11919/du-thao-bao-cao-tong-ket-10-nam-thi-hanh-luat-so-huu-tri-tue.aspx on 15 May
2017

For example http://ipkomododragon.blogspot.com/2019/03/vietnam-civil-copyright-decision.html

According to Article 203 of the 2005 IP Law, the evidentiary documents may be copies of trade mark , copyright or
related right registration certificates, or an extract of the registration information from the National Register of
Copyright and Related Rights/ National Register of Industrial Property, evidence on rights to well-known trade
mark s, copies of IP licensing agreeements, etc.

Article 204.1a of the 2005 IP Law

Article 204.1b of the 2005 IP Law

Article 204.2 of the 2005 IP Law

Article 205.1 of the 2005 IP Law, amended under Article 2.11 of the 2019 Amended IP Law
Article 125.2, Vietnam IP Law 2005

Article 24 of Decree 99

Article 27, Decree 105

Law No. 54/2010/QH12 on Commercial Arbitration issued by the National ssembly on 17 June 2010 “Arbitration
Law”)

How IP Rights Empower Women, Lorenzo Montanari, 2018,

https://iwww.gov.uk/government/publications/intellectual-property-rights-in-vietnam/intellectual-property-rights-in-vietnam
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Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property

Article 1:
Article 2:
Article 3:

Article 4:

Article 4%
Article 4™";

Article 41
Article 5:

Article 5%,
Article 5

Article 5T

Article 59uinavies,

Article 6:

Article 6°;
Article 6"

Article 61T

Article Gouinavies.

Article 65
Article 6%,

Article 7:
Article 7%
Article 8:
Article 9:
Article 10:

Article 10,
Article 10"

Article 11:

Article 12:

of March 20, 1883,

as revised
at Brussels on December 14, 1900, at Washington
on June 2, 1911, at The Hague on November 6, 1925,
at London on June 2, 1934, at Lisbon on October 31, 1958,
and at Stockholm on July 14, 1967,
and as amended on September 28, 1979

TABLE OF CONTENTS*

Establishment of the Union; Scope of Industrial Property

National Treatment for Nationals of Countries of the Union

Same Treatment for Certain Categories of Persons as for Nationals of
Countries of the Union

A. to L. Patents, Utility Models, Industrial Designs, Marks, Inventors’
Cert ficates: Right of Priority — G. Patents: Division of the
Application

Patents: Independence of Patents Obtained for the Same Invention in
Different Countries

Patents: Mention of the Inventor in the Patent

Patents: Patentability in Case of Restrictions of Sale by Law

A Patents: Importation of Articles; Failure to Work or Insufficient
Working; Compulsory Licenses. — B. Industrial Designs: Failure to
Work; Importation of Articles. — C. Marks: Failure to Use; Different
Forms; Use by Co—proprietors. — D. Patents, Utility Models, Marks,
Industrial Designs: Marking

All Industrial Property Rights: Period of Grace for the Payment of
Fees for the Maintenance of Rights; Patents: Restoration

Patents: Patented Devices Forming Part of Vessels, Aircraft, or Land
Vehicles

Patents: Importation of Products Manufactured by a Process Patented
in the Importing Country

Industrial Designs

Marks: Conditions of Registration; Independence of Protection of
Same Mark in Different Countries

Marks: Well-Known Marks

Marks: Prohibitions concerning State Emblems, Official Hallmarks,
and Emblems of Intergovernmental Organizations

Marks: Assignment of Marks

Marks: Protection of Marks Registered in One Country of the Union
in the Other Countries of the Union

Marks: Service Marks

Marks: Registration in the Name of the Agent or Representative of the
Proprietor Without the Latter’s Authorization

Marks: Nature of the Goods to which the Mark is Applied

Marks: Collective Marks

Trade Names

Marks, Trade Names: Seizure, on Importation, etc., of Goods
Unlawfully Bearing a Mark or Trade Name

False Indications: Seizure, on Importation, etc., of Goods Bearing
False Indications as to their Source or the Identity of the Producer

Ut fair Competition

Marks, Trade Names, False Indications, Uy fair Competition:
Remedies, Right to Sue

Inventions, Utility Models, Industrial Designs, Marks: Temporary
Protection at Certain International Exhibitions

Special National Industrial Property Services

* This Table of Contents is added for the convenience of the reader. It does not appear in the signed text of the Convention.
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Article 13: Assembly of the Union

Article 14: Executive Committee

Article 15: International Bureau

Atrticle 16: Finances

Article 17: Amendment of Articles 13 to 17

Article 18: Revision of Articles 1 to 12 and 18 to 30

Article 19: Special Agreements

Article 20: Ratification or Accession by Countries of the Union; Entry Into Force
Article 21: Accession by Countries Outside the Union; Entry Into Force
Article 22: Consequences of Ratification or Accession

Article 23: Accession to Earlier Acts

Article 24: Territories

Article 25: Implementation of the Convention on the Domestic Level
Atrticle 26: Denunciation

Article 27: Application of Earlier Acts

Article 28: Disputes

Article 29: Signature, Languages, Depository Functions

Article 30: Transitional Provisions

Article 1
[Establishment of the Union; Scope of Industrial Property] l)

(1) The countries to which this Convention applies constitute a Union for the protection of industrial
property.

(2) The protection of industrial property has as its object patents, utility models, industrial designs,
trademarks, service marks, trade names, indications of source or appellations of origin, and the repression of
unfair competition.

(3) Industrial property shall be understood in the broadest sense and shall apply not only to industry and
commerce proper, but likewise to agricultural and extractive industries and to all manufactured or natural
products, for example, wines, grain, tobacco leaf, fruit, cattle, minerals, mineral waters, beer, flowers, and
flour.

(4) Patents shall include the various kinds of industrial patents recognized by the laws of the countries of
the Union, such as patents of importation, patents of improvement, patents and certificates of addition, etc.

Article 2
[National Treatment for Nationals of Countries of the Union]

(1) Nationals of any country of the Union shall, as regards the protection of industrial property, enjoy in
all the other countries of the Union the advantages that their respective laws now grant, or may hereafter
grant, to nationals; all without prejudice to the rights specially provided for by this Convention.
Consequently, they shall have the same protection as the latter, and the same legal remedy against any
infringement of their rights, provided that the conditions and formalities imposed upon nationals are
complied with,

(2) However, no requirement as to domicile or establishment in the country where protection is claimed
may be imposed upon nationals of countries of the Union for the enjoyment of any industrial property rights.

(3) The provisions of the laws of each of the countries of the Union relating to judicial and administrative
procedure and to jurisdiction, and to the designation of an address for service or the appointment of an
agent, which may be required by the laws on industrial property are expressly reserved.

! Articles have been given titles to facilitate their identification. There are no titles in the signed (French) text.
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Article 3
[Same Treatment for Certain Categories of Persons as for Nationals of Countries of the Union]

Nationals of countries outside the Union who are domiciled or who have real and effective industrial
or commercial establishments in the territory of one of the countries of the Union shall be treated in the
same manner as nationals of the countries of the Union.

Article 4
[A to L. Patents, Utility Models, Industrial Designs, Marks, Inventors’ Certificates. Right of Priority. —
G. Patents: Division of the Application]

A—

(1) Any person who has duly filed an application for a patent, or for the registration of a utility
model, or of an industrial design, or of a trademark, in one of the countries of the Union, or his
successor in title, shall enjoy, for the purpose of filing in the other countries, a right of priority during
the periods hereinafter fixed.

(2) Any filing that is equivalent to a regular national filing under the domestic legislation of any
country of the Union or under bilateral or multilateral treaties concluded between countries of the
Union shall be recognized as giving rise to the right of priority.

(3) By a regular national filing is meant any filing that is adequate to establish the date on
which the application was filed in the country concerned, whatever may be the subsequent fate of the
application.

B. — Consequently, any subsequent filing in any of the other countries of the Union before the
expiration of the periods referred to above shall not be invalidated by reason of any acts accomplished in the
interval, in particular, another filing, the publication or exploitation of the invention, the putting on sale of
copies of the design, or the use of the mark, and such acts cannot give rise to any third—party right or any
right of personal possession. Rights acquired by third parties before the date of the first application that
serves as the basis for the right of priority are reserved in accordance with the domestic legislation of each
country of the Union

C—
(1) The periods of priority referred to above shall be twelve months for patents and utility
models, and six months for industrial designs and trademarks.

(2) These periods shall start from the date of filing of the first application; the day of filing
shall not be included in the period.

(3) If the last day of the period is an official holiday, or a day when the Office is not open for
the filing of applications in the country where protection is claimed, the period shall be extended until
the first following working day.

(4) A subsequent application concerning the same subject as a previous first application within
the meaning of paragraph (2), above, filed in the same country of the Union shall be considered as the
first application, of which the filing date shall be the starting point of the period of priority, if, at the
time of filing the subsequent application, the said previous application has been withdrawn,
abandoned, or refused, without having been laid open to public inspection and without leaving any
rights outstanding, and if it has not yet served as a basis for claiming a right of priority. The previous
application may not thereafter serve as a basis for claiming a right of priority.

D.—

(1) Any person desiring to take advantage of the priority of a previous filing shall be required to
make a declaration indicating the date of such filing and the country in which it was made. Each
country shall determine the latest date on which such declaration must be made.

(2) These particulars shall be mentioned in the publications issued by the competent authority,
and in particular in the patents and the specifications relating thereto.

(3) The countries of the Union may require any person making a declaration of priority to
produce a copy of the application (description, drawings, etc.) previously filed. The copy, certified as
correct by the authority which received such application, shall not require any authentication, and may
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in any case be filed, without fee, at any time within three months of the filing of the subsequent

application. They may require it to be accompanied by a certificate from the same authority showing

the date of filing, and by a translation.

(4) No other formalities may be required for the declaration of priority at the time of filing the
application. Each country of the Union shall determine the consequences of failure to comply with the
formalities prescribed by this Article, but such consequences shall in no case go beyond the loss of
the right of priority.

(5) Subsequently, further proof may be required.

Any person who avails himself of the priority of a previous application shall be required to
specify the number of that application; this number shall be published as provided for by
paragraph (2), above.

E—

(1) Where an industrial design is filed in a country by virtue of a right of priority based on the
filing of a utility model, the period of priority shall be the same as that fixed for industrial designs

(2) Furthermore, it is permissible to file a utility model in a country by virtue of a right of
priority based on the filing of a patent application, and vice versa.

F.— No country of the Union may refuse a priority or a patent application on the ground that the
applicant claims multiple priorities, even if they originate in different countries, or on the ground that an
application claiming one or more priorities contains one or more elements that were not included in the
application or applications whose priority is claimed, provided that, in both cases, there is unity of invention
within the meaning of the law of the country.

With respect to the elements not included in the application or applications whose priority is claimed,
the filing of the subsequent application shall give rise to a right of priority under ordinary conditions.

G—

(1) If the examination reveals that an application for a patent contains more than one invention,
the applicant may divide the application into a certain number of divisional applications and preserve
as the date of each the date of the initial application and the benefit of the right of priority, if any.

(2) The applicant may also, on his own initiative, divide a patent application and preserve as the
date of each divisional application the date of the initial application and the benefit of the right of
priority, if any. Each country of the Union shall have the right to determine the conditions under
which such division shall be authorized.

H. — Priority may not be refused on the ground that certain elements of the invention for which
priority is claimed do not appear among the claims formulated in the application in the country of origin,
provided that the application documents as a whole specifically disclose such elements.

IL—

(1) Applications for inventors’ certificates filed in a country in which applicants have the right
to apply at their own option either for a patent or for an inventor’s certificate shall give rise to the
right of priority provided for by this Article, under the same conditions and with the same effects as
applications for patents.

(2) In a country in which applicants have the right to apply at their own option either for a
patent or for an inventor’s certificate, an applicant for an inventor’s certificate shall, in accordance
with the provisions of this Article relating to patent applications, enjoy a right of priority based on an
application for a patent, a utility model, or an inventor’s certificate.

Article 4™
[Patents: Independence of Patents Obtained for the
Same Invention in Different Countries]

(1) Patents applied for in the various countries of the Union by nationals of countries of the Union shall
be independent of patents obtained for the same invention in other countries, whether members of the Union
or not.
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(2) The foregoing provision is to be understood in an unrestricted sense, in particular, in the sense that
patents applied for during the period of priority are independent, both as regards the grounds for nullity and
forfeiture, and as regards their normal duration.

(3) The provision shall apply to all patents existing at the time when it comes into effect.

(4) Similarly, it shall apply, in the case of the accession of new countries, to patents in existence on either
side at the time of accession.

(5) Patents obtained with the benefit of priority shall, in the various countries of the Union, have a
duration equal to that which they would have, had they been applied for or granted without the benefit of
priority.

Article 4'*
[Patents: Mention of the Inventor in the Patent]

The inventor shall have the right to be mentioned as such in the patent.

Article 49"
[Patents: Patentability in Case of Restrictions of Sale by Law]

The grant of a patent shall not be refused and a patent shall not be invalidated on the ground that the
sale of the patented product or of a product obtained by means of a patented process is subject to restrictions
or limitations resulting from the domestic law.

Article 5
[A. Patents: Importation of Articles; Failure to Work or Insufficient Working; Compulsory Licenses. —
B. Industrial Designs: Failure to Work; Importation of Articles. — C. Marks: Failure to Use; Different
Forms; Use by Co—proprietors. — D. Patents, Utility Models, Marks, Industrial Designs: Marking]

A—

(1) Importation by the patentee into the country where the patent has been granted of articles
manufactured in any of the countries of the Union shall not entail forfeiture of the patent.

(2) Each country of the Union shall have the right to take legislative measures providing for the
grant of compulsory licenses to prevent the abuses which might result from the exercise of the
exclusive rights conferred by the patent, for example, failure to work.

(3) Forfeiture of the patent shall not be provided for except in cases where the grant of
compulsory licenses would not have been sufficient to prevent the said abuses. No proceedings for the
forfeiture or revocation of a patent may be instituted before the expiration of two years from the grant
of the first compulsory license.

(4) A compulsory license may not be applied for on the ground of failure to work or insufficient
working before the expiration of a period of four years from the date of filing of the patent application
or three years from the date of the grant of the patent, whichever period expires last; it shall be
refused if the patentee justifies his inaction by legitimate reasons. Such a compulsory license shall be
non—exclusive and shall not be transferable, even in the form of the grant of a sub—license, except
with that part of the enterprise or goodwill which exploits such license.

(5) The foregoing provisions shall be applicable, mutatis mutandis, to utility models.

B. — The protection of industrial designs shall not, under any circumstance, be subject to any
forfeiture, either by reason of failure to work or by reason of the importation of articles corresponding to
those which are protected.

C—

(1) If, in any country, use of the registered mark is compulsory, the registration may be
cancelled only after a reasonable period, and then only if the person concerned does not justify his
inaction.

(2) Use of a trademark by the proprietor in a form differing in elements which do not alter the
distinctive character of the mark in the form in which it was registered in one of the countries of the
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Union shall not entail invalidation of the registration and shall not diminish the protection granted to
the mark.

(3) Concurrent use of the same mark on identical or similar goods by industrial or commercial
establishments considered as co—proprietors of the mark according to the provisions of the domestic
law of the country where protection is claimed shall not prevent registration or diminish in any way
the protection granted to the said mark in any country of the Union, provided that such use does not
result in misleading the public and is not contrary to the public interest.

D. — No indication or mention of the patent, of the utility model, of the registration of the trademark,
or of the deposit of the industrial design, shall be required upon the goods as a condition of recognition of
the right to protection.

Article 5™
[All Industrial Property Rights.: Period of Grace for
the Payment of Fees for the Maintenance of Rights;
Patents. Restoration]

(1) A period of grace of not less than six months shall be allowed for the payment of the fees prescribed
for the maintenance of industrial property rights, subject, if the domestic legislation so provides, to the
payment of a surcharge.

(2) The countries of the Union shall have the right to provide for the restoration of patents which have
lapsed by reason of non—payment of fees.

Article 5
[Patents: Patented Devices Forming Part of Vessels, Aircraft, or Land Vehicles]

In any country of the Union the following shall not be considered as infringements of the rights of a

patentee:

1. the use on board vessels of other countries of the Union of devices forming the subject of his
patent in the body of the vessel, in the machinery, tackle, gear and other accessories, when such
vessels temporarily or accidentally enter the waters of the said country, provided that such
devices are used there exclusively for the needs of the vessel;

2. the use of devices forming the subject of the patent in the construction or operation of aircraft
or land vehicles of other countries of the Union, or of accessories of such aircraft or land
vehicles, when those aircraft or land vehicles temporarily or accidentally enter the said country.

Article 59"
[Patents: Importation of Products Manufactured by
a Process Patented in the Importing Country]

When a product is imported into a country of the Union where there exists a patent protecting a
process of manufacture of the said product, the patentee shall have all the rights, with regard to the imported
product, that are accorded to him by the legislation of the country of importation, on the basis of the process
patent, with respect to products manufactured in that country.

Article 59"navies
[Industrial Designs|

Industrial designs shall be protected in all the countries of the Union.

Article 6
[Marks. Conditions of Registration; Independence of Protection of Same Mark in Different Countries)

(1) The conditions for the filing and registration of trademarks shall be determined in each country of the
Union by its domestic legislation.
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(2) However, an application for the registration of a mark filed by a national of a country of the Union in
any country of the Union may not be refused, nor may a registration be invalidated, on the ground that filing,
registration, or renewal, has not been effected in the country of origin.

(3) A mark duly registered in a country of the Union shall be regarded as independent of marks registered
in the other countries of the Union, including the country of origin.

Article 6**
[Marks: Well-Known Marks]

(1) The countries of the Union undertake, ex officio if their legislation so permits, or at the request of an
interested party, to refuse or to cancel the registration, and to prohibit the use, of a trademark which
constitutes a reproduction, an imitation, or a translation, liable to create confusion, of a mark considered by
the competent authority of the country of registration or use to be well known in that country as being
already the mark of a person entitled to the benefits of this Convention and used for identical or similar
goods. These provisions shall also apply when the essential part of the mark constitutes a reproduction of
any such well-known mark or an imitation liable to create confusion therewith.

(2) A period of at least five years from the date of registration shall be allowed for requesting the
cancellation of such a mark. The countries of the Union may provide for a period within which the
prohibition of use must be requested.

(3) No time limit shall be fixed for requesting the cancellation or the prohibition of the use of marks
registered or used in bad faith.

Article 6
[Marks. Prohibitions concerning State Emblems, Official Hallmarks, and Emblems of Intergovernmental
Organizations]

(1)

(a) The countries of the Union agree to refuse or to invalidate the registration, and to prohibit by
appropriate measures the use, without authorization by the competent authorities, either as trademarks or as
elements of trademarks, of armorial bearings, flags, and other State emblems, of the countries of the Union,
official signs and hallmarks indicating control and warranty adopted by them, and any imitation from a
heraldic point of view.

(£) The provisions of subparagraph (a), above, shall apply equally to armorial bearings, flags, other
emblems, abbreviations, and names, of international intergovernmental organizations of which one or more
countries of the Union are members, with the exception of armorial bearings, flags, other emblems,
abbreviations, and names, that are already the subject of international agreements in force, intended to
ensure their protection.

(¢) No country of the Union shall be required to apply the provisions of subparagraph (£), above, to
the prejudice of the owners of rights acquired in good faith before the entry into force, in that country, of
this Convention. The countries of the Union shall not be required to apply the said provisions when the use
or registration referred to in subparagraph (a), above, is not of such a nature as to suggest to the public that a
connection exists between the organization concerned and the armorial bearings, flags, emblems,
abbreviations, and names, or if such use or registration is probably not of such a nature as to mislead the
public as to the existence of a connection between the user and the organization.

(2) Prohibition of the use of official signs and hallmarks indicating control and warranty shall apply
solely in cases where the marks in which they are incorporated are intended to be used on goods of the same
or a similar kind.

3)

(a) For the application of these provisions, the countries of the Union agree to communicate
reciprocally, through the intermediary of the International Bureau, the list of State emblems, and official
signs and hallmarks indicating control and warranty, which they desire, or may hereafter desire, to place
wholly or within certain limits under the protection of this Article, and all subsequent modifications of such
list. Each country of the Union shall in due course make available to the public the lists so communicated.
Nevertheless such communication is not obligatory in respect of flags of States.
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(£) The provisions of subparagraph (£) of paragraph (1) of this Article shall apply only to such
armorial bearings, flags, other emblems, abbreviations, and names, of international intergovernmental
organizations as the latter have communicated to the countries of the Union through the intermediary of the
International Bureau.

(4) Any country of the Union may, within a period of twelve months from the receipt of the notification,
transmit its objections, if any, through the intermediary of the International Bureau, to the country or
international intergovernmental organization concerned.

(5) In the case of State flags, the measures prescribed by paragraph (1), above, shall apply solely to marks
registered after November 6, 1925.

(6) In the case of State emblems other than flags, and of official signs and hallmarks of the countries of
the Union, and in the case of armorial bearings, flags, other emblems, abbreviations, and names, of
international intergovernmental organizations, these provisions shall apply only to marks registered more
than two months after receipt of the communication provided for in paragraph (3), above.

(7) In cases of bad faith, the countries shall have the right to cancel even those marks incorporating State
emblems, signs, and hallmarks, which were registered before November 6, 1925,

(8) Nationals of any country who are authorized to make use of the State emblems, signs, and hallmarks,
of their country may use them even if they are similar to those of another country.

(9) The countries of the Union undertake to prohibit the unauthorized use in trade of the State armorial
bearings of the other countries of the Union, when the use is of such a nature as to be misleading as to the
origin of the goods.

(10) The above provisions shall not prevent the countries from exercising the right given in
paragraph (3) of Article 67", Section B, to refuse or to invalidate the registration of marks incorporating,
without authorization, armorial bearings, flags, other State emblems, or official signs and hallmarks adopted
by a country of the Union, as well as the distinctive signs of international intergovernmental organizations
referred to in paragraph (1), above.

Article 6"
[Marks. Assignment of Marks]

(1) When, in accordance with the law of a country of the Union, the assignment of a mark is valid only if
it takes place at the same time as the transfer of the business or goodwill to which the mark belongs, it shall
suffice for the recognition of such validity that the portion of the business or goodwill located in that
country be transferred to the assignee, together with the exclusive right to manufacture in the said country,
or to sell therein, the goods bearing the mark assigned.

(2) The foregoing provision does not impose upon the countries of the Union any obligation to regard as
valid the assignment of any mark the use of which by the assignee would, in fact, be of such a nature as to
mislead the public, particularly as regards the origin, nature, or essential qualities, of the goods to which the
mark is applied.

Article 64"
[Marks: Protection of Marks Registered in One Country of
the Union in the Other Countries of the Union]

A—

(1) Every trademark duly registered in the country of origin shall be accepted for filing and
protected as is in the other countries of the Union, subject to the reservations indicated in this Article.
Such countries may, before proceeding to final registration, require the production of a certificate of
registration in the country of origin, issued by the competent authority. No authentication shall be
required for this certificate.

(2) Shall be considered the country of origin the country of the Union where the applicant has a
real and effective industrial or commercial establishment, or, if he has no such establishment within
the Union, the country of the Union where he has his domicile, or, if he has no domicile within the
Union but is a national of a country of the Union, the country of which he is a national.
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B. — Trademarks covered by this Article may be neither denied registration nor invalidated except in
the following cases:

1. when they are of such a nature as to infringe rights acquired by third parties in the country
where protection is claimed;

2. when they are devoid of any distinctive character, or consist exclusively of signs or indications
which may serve, in trade, to designate the kind, quality, quantity, intended purpose, value,
place of origin, of the goods, or the time of production, or have become customary in the
current language or in the bona fide and established practices of the trade of the country where
protection is claimed;

3. when they are contrary to morality or public order and, in particular, of such a nature as to
deceive the public. It is understood that a mark may not be considered contrary to public order
for the sole reason that it does not conform to a provision of the legislation on marks, except if
such provision itself relates to public order.

This provision is subject, however, to the application of Article 10°.

C—
(1) In determining whether a mark is eligible for protection, all the factual circumstances must
be taken into consideration, particularly the length of time the mark has been in use.

(2) No trademark shall be refused in the other countries of the Union for the sole reason that it
differs from the mark protected in the country of origin only in respect of elements that do not alter its
distinctive character and do not affect its identity in the form in which it has been registered in the
said country of origin.

D. — No person may benefit from the provisions of this Article if the mark for which he claims
protection is not registered in the country of origin.

E. — However, in no case shall the renewal of the registration of the mark in the country of origin
mvolve an obligation to renew the registration in the other countries of the Union in which the mark has
been registered.

F. — The benefit of priority shall remain unaffected for applications for the registration of marks
filed within the period fixed by Article 4, even if registration in the country of origin is effected after the
expiration of such period.

Article 6™
[Marks: Service Marks]

The countries of the Union undertake to protect service marks. They shall not be required to provide
for the registration of such marks.

Article 6*P"
[Marks: Registration in the Name of the Agent or Representative of the Proprietor Without the Latter’s
Authorization]

(1) Ifthe agent or representative of the person who is the proprietor of a mark in one of the countries of
the Union applies, without such proprietor’s authorization, for the registration of the mark in his own name,
in one or more countries of the Union, the proprietor shall be entitled to oppose the registration applied for
or demand its cancellation or, if the law of the country so allows, the assignment in his favor of the said
registration, unless such agent or representative justifies his action.

(2) The proprietor of the mark shall, subject to the provisions of paragraph (1), above, be entitled to
oppose the use of his mark by his agent or representative if he has not authorized such use.

(3) Domestic legislation may provide an equitable time limit within which the proprietor of a mark must
exercise the rights provided for in this Article.
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Article 7
[Marks: Nature of the Goods to which the Mark is Applied]

The nature of the goods to which a trademark is to be applied shall in no case form an obstacle to the
registration of the mark.

Article 7°*
[Marks: Collective Marks]

(1) The countries of the Union undertake to accept for filing and to protect collective marks belonging to
associations the existence of which is not contrary to the law of the country of origin, even if such
associations do not possess an industrial or commercial establishment.

(2) Each country shall be the judge of the particular conditions under which a collective mark shall be
protected and may refuse protection if the mark is contrary to the public interest.

(3) Nevertheless, the protection of these marks shall not be refused to any association the existence of
which is not contrary to the law of the country of origin, on the ground that such association is not
established in the country where protection is sought or is not constituted according to the law of the latter
country.

Article 8
[Trade Names]

A trade name shall be protected in all the countries of the Union without the obligation of filing or
registration, whether or not it forms part of a trademark.

Article 9
[Marks, Trade Names: Seizure, on Importation, etc.,
of Goods Unlawfully Bearing a Mark or Trade Name]

(1) All goods unlawfully bearing a trademark or trade name shall be seized on importation into those
countries of the Union where such mark or trade name is entitled to legal protection.

(2) Seizure shall likewise be effected in the country where the unlawful affixation occurred or in the
country into which the goods were imported.

(3) Seizure shall take place at the request of the public prosecutor, or any other competent authority, or
any interested party, whether a natural person or a legal entity, in conformity with the domestic legislation
of each country.

(4) The authorities shall not be bound to effect seizure of goods in transit.

(5) Ifthe legislation of a country does not permit seizure on importation, seizure shall be replaced by
prohibition of importation or by seizure inside the country.

(6) Ifthe legislation of a country permits neither seizure on importation nor prohibition of importation
nor seizure inside the country, then, until such time as the legislation is modified accordingly, these
measures shall be replaced by the actions and remedies available in such cases to nationals under the law of
such country.

Article 10
[False Indications: Seizure, on Importation, etc.,
of Goods Bearing False Indications as to their Source
or the Identity of the Producer]

(1) The provisions of the preceding Article shall apply in cases of direct or indirect use of a false
indication of the source of the goods or the identity of the producer, manufacturer, or merchant.

(2) Any producer, manufacturer, or merchant, whether a natural person or a legal entity, engaged in the
production or manufacture of or trade in such goods and established either in the locality falsely indicated as
the source, or in the region where such locality is situated, or in the country falsely indicated, or in the
country where the false indication of source is used, shall in any case be deemed an interested party.
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Article 10*
[Ur.fair Competition|

(1) The countries of the Union are bound to assure to nationals of such countries effective protection
against unfair competition.

(2) Any act of competition contrary to honest practices in industrial or commercial matters constitutes an
act of unfair competition.

(3) The following in particular shall be prohibited:

1. all acts of such a nature as to create confusion by any means whatever with the establishment,
the goods, or the industrial or commercial activities, of a competitor;

2. false allegations in the course of trade of such a nature as to discredit the establishment, the
goods, or the industrial or commercial activities, of a competitor;

3. indications or allegations the use of which in the course of trade is liable to mislead the public
as to the nature, the manufacturing process, the characteristics, the suitability for their purpose,
or the quantity, of the goods.

Article 10"
[Marks, Trade Names, False Indications, Urfair Competition: Remedies, Right to Sue]

(1) The countries of the Union undertake to assure to nationals of the other countries of the Union
appropriate legal remedies effectively to repress all the acts referred to in Articles 9, 10, and 10",

(2) They undertake, further, to provide measures to permit federations and associations representing
interested industrialists, producers, or merchants, provided that the existence of such federations and
associations is not contrary to the laws of their countries, to take action in the courts or before the
administrative authorities, with a view to the repression of the acts referred to in Articles 9, 10, and 10bis, in
so far as the law of the country in which protection is claimed allows such action by federations and
associations of that country.

Article 11
[Unventions, Utility Models, Industrial Designs, Marks. Temporary Protection at Certain International
Exhibitions]

(1) The countries of the Union shall, in conformity with their domestic legislation, grant temporary
protection to patentable inventions, utility models, industrial designs, and trademarks, in respect of goods
exhibited at official or officially recognized international exhibitions held in the territory of any of them.

(2) Such temporary protection shall not extend the periods provided by Article 4. If, later, the right of
priority is invoked, the authorities of any country may provide that the period shall start from the date of
mtroduction of the goods into the exhibition.

(3) Each country may require, as proof of the identity of the article exhibited and of the date of its
mtroduction, such documentary evidence as it considers necessary.

Article 12
[Special National Industrial Property Services]

(1) Each country of the Union undertakes to establish a special industrial property service and a central
office for the communication to the public of patents, utility models, industrial designs, and trademarks.

(2) This service shall publish an official periodical journal. It shall publish regularly:

(a)  the names of the proprietors of patents granted, with a brief designation of the inventions
patented;

(£)  the reproductions of registered trademarks.
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Article 13
[Assembly of the Union]

(1)
(a) The Union shall have an Assembly consisting of those countries of the Union which are
bound by Articles 13 to 17.
() The Government of each country shall be represented by one delegate, who may be assisted
by alternate delegates, advisors, and experts.

(¢) The expenses of each delegation shall be borne by the Government which has appointed it.
2
(a) The Assembly shall:
(i) deal with all matters concerning the maintenance and development of the Union and the
implementation of this Convention;

(i1) give directions concerning the preparation for conferences of revision to the International
Bureau of Intellectual Property (hereinafter designated as “the International Bureau™)
referred to in the Convention establishing the World Intellectual Property Organization
(hereinafter designated as “the Organization”), due account being taken of any comments
made by those countries of the Union which are not hound by Articles 13 to 17;

(i1i) review and approve the reports and activities of the Director General of the Organization
concerning the Union, and give him all necessary instructions concerning matters within
the competence of the Union;

(iv) elect the members of the Executive Committee of the Assembly;

(v) review and approve the reports and activities of its Executive Committee, and give
instructions to such Committee;

(vi) determine the program and adopt the biennial budget of the Union, and approve its final
accounts;

(vii) adopt the financial regulations of the Union;

(viii) establish such committees of experts and working groups as it deems appropriate to
achieve the objectives of the Union;

(ix) determine which countries not members of the Union and which intergovernmental and
international nongovernmental organizations shall be admitted to its meetings as
observers;

(x) adopt amendments to Articles 13 to 17;

(xi) take any other appropriate action designed to further the objectives of the Union;

(xii) perform such other functions as are appropriate under this Convention;

(xiii) subject to its acceptance, exercise such rights as are given to it in the Convention
establishing the Organization.

(£) With respect to matters which are of interest also to other Unions administered by the

Organization, the Assembly shall make its decisions after having heard the advice of the Coordination
Committee of the Organization.

(3)
(a) Subject to the provisions of subparagraph (&), a delegate may represent one country only.
(£) Countries of the Union grouped under the terms of a special agreement in a common office
possessing for each of them the character of a special national service of industrial property as
referred to in Article 12 may be jointly represented during discussions by one of their number.
4)
(a) Each country member of the Assembly shall have one vote.
(£) One-half of the countries members of the Assembly shall constitute a quorum.
(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraph (), if, in any session, the number of
countries represented is less than one—half but equal to or more than one—third of the countries
members of the Assembly, the Assembly may make decisions but, with the exception of decisions
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concerning its own procedure, all such decisions shall take effect only if the conditions, set forth

hereinafter are fulfilled. The International Bureau shall communicate the said decisions to the

countries members of the Assembly which were not represented and shall invite them to express in
writing their vote or abstention within a period of three months from the date of the communication.

If, at the expiration of this period, the number of countries having thus expressed their vote or

abstention attains the number of countries which was lacking for attaining the quorum in the session

itself, such decisions shall take effect provided that at the same time the required majority still
obtains.

(a) Subject to the provisions of Article 17(2), the decisions of the Assembly shall require two—
thirds of the votes cast.

(e) Abstentions shall not be considered as votes.

(%)

(a) Subject to the provisions of subparagraph (%), a delegate may vote in the name of one
country only.

(£) The countries of the Union referred to in paragraph (3)(Z) shall, as a general rule, endeavor
to send their own delegations to the sessions of the Assembly. If, however, for exceptional reasons,
any such country cannot send its own delegation, it may give to the delegation of another such country
the power to vote in its name, provided that each delegation may vote by proxy for one country only.
Such power to vote shall be granted in a document signed by the Head of State or the competent
Minister.

(6) Countries of the Union not members of the Assembly shall be admitted to the meetings of the latter as
observers.
(7)

(a) The Assembly shall meet once in every second calendar year in ordinary session upon convocation
by the Director General and, in the absence of exceptional circumstances, during the same period and at the
same place as the General Assembly of the Organization.

(£) The Assembly shall meet in extraordinary session upon convocation by the Director General, at
the request of the Executive Committee or at the request of one—fourth of the countries members of the
Assembly.

(8) The Assembly shall adopt its own rules of procedure.

Article 14
[Executive Committee]

(1) The Assembly shall have an Executive Committee.

(2)

(a) The Executive Committee shall consist of countries elected by the Assembly from among
countries members of the Assembly. Furthermore, the country on whose territory the Organization has its
headquarters shall, subject to the provisions of Article 16(7)(£), have an ex officio seat on the Committee.

(t) The Government of each country member of the Executive Committee shall be represented by one
delegate, who may be assisted by alternate delegates, advisors, and experts.

(c) The expenses of each delegation shall be borne by the Government which has appointed it.

(3) The number of countries members of the Executive Committee shall correspond to one—fourth of the
number of countries members of the Assembly. In establishing the number of seats to be filled, remainders
after division by four shall be disregarded.

(4) In electing the members of the Executive Committee, the Assembly shall have due regard to an
equitable geographical distribution and to the need for countries party to the Special Agreements established
in relation with the Union to be among the countries constituting the Executive Committee.

(%)

(a) Each member of the Executive Committee shall serve from the close of the session of the
Assembly which elected it to the close of the next ordinary session of the Assembly.
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(t) Members of the Executive Committee may be re—elected, but only up to a maximum of two—thirds
of such members.

(c) The Assembly shall establish the details of the rules governing the election and possible re—
election of the members of the Executive Committee.

(6)
(a) The Executive Committee shall:

(i) prepare the draft agenda of the Assembly;

(i1) submit proposals to the Assembly in respect of the draft program and biennial budget of the
Union prepared by the Director General;

(ii1) /deletea]
(iv) submit, with appropriate comments, to the Assembly the periodical reports of the Director
General and the yearly audit reports on the accounts;

(v) take all necessary measures to ensure the execution of the program of the Union by the Director
General, in accordance with the decisions of the Assembly and having regard to circumstances
arising between two ordinary sessions of the Assembly;

(vi) perform such other functions as are allocated to it under this Convention.
() With respect to matters which are of interest also to other Unions administered by the
Organization, the Executive Committee shall make its decisions after having heard the advice of the
Coordination Committee of the Organization.

(7)
(a) The Executive Committee shall meet once a year in ordinary session upon convocation by the
Director General, preferably during the same period and at the same place as the Coordination Committee of
the Organization.

() The Executive Committee shall meet in extraordinary session upon convocation by the Director
General, either on his own initiative, or at the request of its Chairman or one—fourth of its members.

(8)
(a) Each country member of the Executive Committee shall have one vote.
() One-half of the members of the Executive Committee shall constitute a quorum.
(c) Decisions shall be made by a simple majority of the votes cast.
(a) Abstentions shall not be considered as votes.
(e) A delegate may represent, and vote in the name of, one country only.

(9) Countries of the Union not members of the Executive Committee shall be admitted to its meetings as
observers.

(10) The Executive Committee shall adopt its own rules of procedure.

Article 15
[International Bureau]

(1)

(a) Administrative tasks concerning the Union shall be performed by the International Bureau, which
is a continuation of the Bureau of the Union united with the Bureau of the Union established by the
International Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works.

(t) In particular, the International Bureau shall provide the secretariat of the various organs of the
Union.

(¢) The Director General of the Organization shall be the chief executive of the Union and shall
represent the Union.

(2) The International Bureau shall assemble and publish information concerning the protection of
industrial property. Each country of the Union shall promptly communicate to the International Bureau all
new laws and official texts concerning the protection of industrial property. Furthermore, it shall furnish the
International Bureau with all the publications of its industrial property service of direct concern to the
protection of industrial property which the International Bureau may find useful in its work.
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(3) The International Bureau shall publish a monthly periodical.

(4) The International Bureau shall, on request, furnish any country of the Union with information on
matters concerning the protection of industrial property.

(5) The International Bureau shall conduct Studies, and shall provide services, designed to facilitate the
protection of industrial property.

(6) The Director General and any staff member designated by him shall participate, without the right to
vote, in all meetings of the Assembly, the Executive Committee, and any other committee of experts or
working group. The Director General, or a staff member designated by him, shall be ex officio secretary of
these bodies.

(7)
(a) The International Bureau shall, in accordance with the directions of the Assembly and in
cooperation with the Executive Committee, make the preparations for the conferences of revision of the
provisions of the Convention other than Articles 13 to 17.

(£) The International Bureau may consult with intergovernmental and international non—governmental
organizations concerning preparations for conferences of revision.

(¢) The Director General and persons designated by him shall take part, without the right to vote, in
the discussions at these conferences.

(8) The International Bureau shall carry out any other tasks assigned to it.

Article 16
[Finances]

(1)
(a) The Union shall have a budget.

(£) The budget of the Union shall include the income and expenses proper to the Union, its
contribution to the budget of expenses common to the Unions, and, where applicable, the sum made
available to the budget of the Conference of the Organization.

(c) Expenses not attributable exclusively to the Union but also to one or more other Unions
administered by the Organization shall be considered as expenses common to the Unions. The share of the
Union in such common expenses shall be in proportion to the interest the Union has in them.

(2) The budget of the Union shall be established with due regard to the requirements of coordination with
the budgets of the other Unions administered by the Organization.

(3) The budget of the Union shall be financed from the following sources:
(i) contributions of the countries of the Union;
(i1) fees and charges due for services rendered by the International Bureau in relation to the Union;
(iii) sale of, or royalties on, the publications of the International Bureau concerning the Union;
(iv) gifts, bequests, and subventions;
(v) rents, interests, and other miscellaneous income.
4
(a) For the purpose of establishing its contribution towards the budget, each country of the Union

shall belong to a class, and shall pay its annual contributions on the basis of a number of units fixed as
follows:

ClassI............. 25
Class 1l ............ 20
Class III ........... 15
Class IV ............ 10
Class V ............. 5
Class VI ............ 3
Class VII ........... 1

(£) Unless it has already done so, each country shall indicate, concurrently with depositing its
instrument of ratification or accession, the class to which it wishes to belong. Any country may change
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class. If it chooses a lower class, the country must announce such change to the Assembly at one of its
ordinary sessions. Any such change shall take effect at the beginning of the calendar year following the said
session.

(¢) The annual contribution of each country shall be an amount in the same proportion to the total sum
to be contributed to the budget of the Union by all countries as the number of its units is to the total of the
units of all contributing countries.

(a) Contributions shall become due on the first of January of each year.

(e) A country which is in arrears in the payment of its contributions may not exercise its right to vote
in any of the organs of the Union of which it is a member if the amount of its arrears equals or exceeds the
amount of the contributions due from it for the preceding two full years. However, any organ of the Union
may allow such a country to continue to exercise its right to vote in that organ if, and as long as, it is
satisfied that the delay in payment is due to exceptional and unavoidable circumstances.

() If the budget is not adopted before the beginning of a new financial period, it shall be at the same
level as the budget of the previous year, as provided in the financial regulations.

(5) The amount of the fees and charges due for services rendered by the International Bureau in relation
to the Union shall be established, and shall be reported to the Assembly and the Executive Committee, by
the Director General.

(6)
(a) The Union shall have a working capital fund which shall be constituted by a single payment made
by each country of the Union. If the fund becomes insufficient, the Assembly shall decide to increase it.

() The amount of the initial payment of each country to the said fund or of its participation in the
increase thereof shall be a proportion of the contribution of that country for the year in which the fund is
established or the decision to increase it is made.

(¢) The proportion and the terms of payment shall be fixed by the Assembly on the proposal of the
Director General and after it has heard the advice of the Coordination Committee of the Organization.

(7)

(a) In the headquarters agreement concluded with the country on the territory of which the
Organization has its headquarters, it shall be provided that, whenever the working capital fund is
insufficient, such country shall grant advances. The amount of these advances and the conditions on which
they are granted shall be the subject of separate agreements, in each case, between such country and the
Organization. As long as it remains under the obligation to grant advances, such country shall have an ex
officio seat on the Executive Committee.

(£) The country referred to in subparagraph (a) and the Organization shall each have the right to
denounce the obligation to grant advances, by written notification. Denunciation shall take effect three years
after the end of the year in which it has been notified.

(8) The auditing of the accounts shall be effected by one or more of the countries of the Union or by
external auditors, as provided in the financial regulations. They shall be designated, with their agreement, by
the Assembly.

Article 17
[Amendment of Articles 13 to 17]

(1) Proposals for the amendment of Articles 13, 14, 15, 16, and the present Article, may be initiated by
any country member of the Assembly, by the Executive Committee, or by the Director General. Such
proposals shall be communicated by the Director General to the member countries of the Assembly at least
six months in advance of their consideration by the Assembly.

(2) Amendments to the Articles referred to in paragraph (1) shall be adopted by the Assembly. Adoption
shall require three—fourths of the votes cast, provided that any amendment to Article 13, and to the present
paragraph, shall require four—fifths of the votes cast.

(3) Any amendment to the Articles referred to in paragraph (1) shall enter into force one month after
written notifications of acceptance, effected in accordance with their respective constitutional processes,
have been received by the Director General from three—fourths of the countries members of the Assembly at
the time it adopted the amendment. Any amendment to the said Articles thus accepted shall bind all the
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countries which are members of the Assembly at the time the amendment enters into force, or which become
members thereof at a subsequent date, provided that any amendment increasing the financial obligations of
countries of the Union shall bind only those countries which have notified their acceptance of such
amendment.

Article 18
[Revision of Articles 1 to 12 and 18 to 30]

(1) This Convention shall be submitted to revision with a view to the introduction of amendments
designed to improve the system of the Union.

(2) For that purpose, conferences shall be held successively in one of the countries of the Union among
the delegates of the said countries.

(3) Amendments to Articles 13 to 17 are governed by the provisions of Article 17.

Article 19
[Special Agreements]

It is understood that the countries of the Union reserve the right to make separately between
themselves special agreements for the protection of industrial property, in so far as these agreements do not
contravene the provisions of this Convention.

Article 20
[Ratification or Accession by Countries of the Union; Entry Into Force]

(1
(a) Any country of the Union which has signed this Act may ratify it, and, if it has not signed it, may
accede to it. Instruments of ratification and accession shall be deposited with the Director General.
(£) Any country of the Union may declare in its instrument of ratification or accession that its
ratification or accession shall not apply:

(1) to Articles 1to 12, or
(i1) to Articles 13 to 17.

(¢) Any country of the Union which, in accordance with subparagraph (&), has excluded from the
effects of its ratification or accession one of the two groups of Articles referred to in that subparagraph may
at any later time declare that it extends the effects of its ratification or accession to that group of Articles.
Such declaration shall be deposited with the Director General.

(2)
(a) Articles 1 to 12 shall enter into force, with respect to the first ten countries of the Union which

have deposited instruments of ratification or accession without making the declaration permitted under
paragraph (1)(£)(i), three months after the deposit of the tenth such instrument of ratification or accession.

(t) Articles 13 to 17 shall enter into force, with respect to the first ten countries of the Union which
have deposited instruments of ratification or accession without making the declaration permitted under
paragraph (1)(£)(i1), three months after the deposit of the tenth such instrument of ratification or accession.

(c) Subject to the initial entry into force, pursuant to the provisions of subparagraphs (a) and (), of
each of the two groups of Articles referred to in paragraph (1)¢£)(i) and (i), and subject to the provisions of
paragraph (1)(%), Articles 1 to 17 shall, with respect to any country of the Union, other than those referred to
in subparagraphs (a) and (&), which deposits an instrument of ratification or accession or any country of the
Union which deposits a declaration pursuant to paragraph (1)(c), enter into force three months after the date
of notification by the Director General of such deposit, unless a subsequent date has been indicated in the
strument or declaration deposited. In the latter case, this Act shall enter into force with respect to that
country on the date thus indicated.

(3) With respect to any country of the Union which deposits an instrument of ratification or accession,
Articles 18 to 30 shall enter into force on the earlier of the dates on which any of the groups of Articles
referred to in paragraph (1)(Z) enters into force with respect to that country pursuant to paragraph (2)(a), (£),

or (c).
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Article 21
[Accession by Countries Outside the Union; Entry Into Force]

(1) Any country outside the Union may accede to this Act and thereby become a member of the Union.
Instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Director General.

2
(a) With respect to any country outside the Union which deposits its instrument of accession one
month or more before the date of entry into force of any provisions of the present Act, this Act shall enter
to force, unless a subsequent date has been indicated in the instrument of accession, on the date upon
which provisions first enter into force pursuant to Article 20(2)(a) or (£); provided that:
(1) if Articles 1 to 12 do not enter into force on that date, such country shall, during the interim

period before the entry into force of such provisions, and in substitution therefor, be bound by
Articles 1 to 12 of the Lisbon Act,

1) if Articles 13 to 17 do not enter into force on that date, such country shall, during the interim
ry g
period before the entry into force of such provisions, and in substitution therefor, be bound by
Articles 13 and 14(3), (4), and (5), of the Lisbon Act.

If a country indicates a subsequent date in its instrument of accession, this Act shall enter into force with
respect to that country on the date thus indicated.

(k) With respect to any country outside the Union which deposits its instrument of accession on a date
which is subsequent to, or precedes by less than one month, the entry into force of one group of Articles of
the present Act, this Act shall, subject to the proviso of subparagraph (a), enter into force three months after
the date on which its accession has been notified by the Director General, unless a subsequent date has been
indicated in the instrument of accession. In the latter case, this Act shall enter into force with respect to that
country on the date thus indicated.

(3) With respect to any country outside the Union which deposits its instrument of accession after the
date of entry into force of the present Act in its entirety, or less than one month before such date, this Act
shall enter into force three months after the date on which its accession has been notified by the Director
General, unless a subsequent date has been indicated in the instrument of accession. In the latter case, this
Act shall enter into force with respect to that country on the date thus indicated.

Article 22
[Consequences of Ratification or Accession]

Subject to the possibilities of exceptions provided for in Articles 20(1)(¢) and 28(2), ratification or
accession shall automatically entail acceptance of all the clauses and admission to all the advantages of this
Act.

Article 23
[Accession to Earlier Acts]

After the entry into force of this Act in its entirety, a country may not accede to earlier Acts of this
Convention.

Article 24
[Territories]

(1) Any country may declare in its instrument of ratification or accession, or may inform the Director
General by written notification any time thereafter, that this Convention shall be applicable to all or part of
those territories, designated in the declaration or notification, for the external relations of which it is
responsible.

(2) Any country which has made such a declaration or given such a notification may, at any time, notify
the Director General that this Convention shall cease to be applicable to all or part of such territories.
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3)

(a) Any declaration made under paragraph (1) shall take effect on the same date as the ratification or
accession in the instrument of which it was included, and any notification given under such paragraph shall
take effect three months after its notification by the Director General.

(£) Any notification given under paragraph (2) shall take effect twelve months after its receipt by the
Director General.

Article 25
[Implementation of the Convention on the Domestic Level]

(1) Any country party to this Convention undertakes to adopt, in accordance with its constitution, the
measures necessary to ensure the application of this Convention.

(2) It is understood that, at the time a country deposits its instrument of ratification or accession, it will be
in a position under its domestic law to give effect to the provisions of this Convention.

Article 26
[Denunciation]

(1) This Convention shall remain in force without limitation as to time.

(2) Any country may denounce this Act by notification addressed to the Director General. Such
denunciation shall constitute also denunciation of all earlier Acts and shall affect only the country making it,
the Convention remaining in full force and effect as regards the other countries of the Union.

(3) Denunciation shall take effect one year after the day on which the Director General has received the
notification.

(4) The right of denunciation provided by this Article shall not be exercised by any country before the
expiration of five years from the date upon which it becomes a member of the Union.

Article 27
[Application of Earlier Acts]

(1) The present Act shall, as regards the relations between the countries to which it applies, and to the
extent that it applies, replace the Convention of Paris of March 20, 1883 and the subsequent Acts of
revision.

2

(a) As regards the countries to which the present Act does not apply, or does not apply in its entirety,
but to which the Lisbon Act of October 31, 1958, applies, the latter shall remain in force in its entirety or to
the extent that the present Act does not replace it by virtue of paragraph (1).

(£) Similarly, as regards the countries to which neither the present Act, nor portions thereof, nor the
Lisbon Act applies, the London Act of June 2, 1934, shall remain in force in its entirety or to the extent that
the present Act does not replace it by virtue of paragraph (1).

(¢) Similarly, as regards the countries to which neither the present Act, nor portions thereof, nor the
Lisbon Act, nor the London Act applies, the Hague Act of November 6, 1925, shall remain in force in its
entirety or to the extent that the present Act does not replace it by virtue of paragraph (1).

(3) Countries outside the Union which become party to this Act shall apply it with respect to any country
of the Union not party to this Act or which, although party to this Act, has made a declaration pursuant to
Article 20(1)(£)(i). Such countries recognize that the said country of the Union may apply, in its relations
with them, the provisions of the most recent Act to which it is party.

Article 28
[Disputes]

(1) Any dispute between two or more countries of the Union concerning the interpretation or application
of this Convention, not settled by negotiation, may, by any one of the countries concerned, he brought
before the International Court of Justice by application in conformity with the Statute of the Court, unless
the countries concerned agree on some other method of settlement. The country bringing the dispute before
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the Court shall inform the International Bureau; the International Bureau shall bring the matter to the
attention of the other countries of the Union.

(2) Each country may, at the time it signs this Act or deposits its instrument of ratification or accession,
declare that it does not consider itself bound by the provisions of paragraph (1). With regard to any dispute
between such country and any other country of the Union, the provisions of paragraph (1) shall not apply.

(3) Any country having made a declaration in accordance with the provisions of paragraph (2) may, at
any time, withdraw its declaration by notification addressed to the Director General.

Article 29
[Signature, Languages, Depositary Functions]

(1
(a) This Act shall be signed in a single copy in the French language and shall be deposited with the
Government of Sweden.

(£) Official texts shall be established by the Director General, after consultation with the interested
Governments, in the English, German, Italian, Portuguese, Russian and Spanish languages, and such other
languages as the Assembly may designate.

(¢) In case of differences of opinion on the interpretation of the various texts, the French text shall
prevail.

(2) This Act shall remain open for signature at Stockholm until January 13, 1968.

(3) The Director General shall transmit two copies, certified by the Government of Sweden, of the signed
text of this Act to the Governments of all countries of the Union and, on request, to the Government of any
other country.

(4) The Director General shall register this Act with the Secretariat of the United Nations.

(5) The Director General shall notify the Governments of all countries of the Union of signatures,
deposits of instruments of ratification or accession and any declarations included in such instruments or
made pursuant to Article 20(1)(c), entry into force of any provisions of this Act, notifications of
denunciation, and notifications pursuant to Article 24.

Article 30
[Transitional Provisions]

(1) Until the first Director General assumes office, references in this Act to the International Bureau of
the Organization or to the Director General shall be deemed to be references to the Bureau of the Union or
its Director, respectively.

(2) Countries of the Union not bound by Articles 13 to 17 may, until five years after the entry into force
of the Convention establishing the Organization, exercise, if they so desire, the rights provided under
Articles 13 to 17 of this Act as if they were bound by those Articles. Any country desiring to exercise such
rights shall give written notification to that effect to the Director General; such notification shall be effective
from the date of its receipt. Such countries shall be deemed to be members of the Assembly until the
expiration of the said period.

(3) As long as all the countries of the Union have not become Members of the Organization, the
International Bureau of the Organization shall also function as the Bureau of the Union, and the Director
General as the Director of the said Bureau.

(4) Once all the countries of the Union have become Members of the Organization, the rights,

obligations, and property, of the Bureau of the Union shall devolve on the International Bureau of the
Organization.
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Mindful of the need to ensure a proper balance between the interests of law enforcement and
respect for fundamental human rights as enshrined in the 1950 Council of Europe Convention
for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, the 1966 United Nations
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and other applicable international human
rights treaties, which reaffirm the right of everyone to hold opinions without interference, as
well as the right to freedom of expression, including the freedom to seek, receive, and impart
information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, and the rights concerning the
respect for privacy;

Mindful also of the right to the protection of personal data, as conferred, for example, by the
1981 Council of Europe Convention for the Protection of Individuals with regard to Automatic
Processing of Personal Data;

Considering the 1989 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and the 1999
International Labour Organization Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention;

Taking into account the existing Council of Europe conventions on co-operation in the penal
field, as well as similar treaties which exist between Council of Europe member States and
other States, and stressing that the present Convention is intended to supplement those
conventions in order to make criminal investigations and proceedings concerning criminal
offences related to computer systems and data more effective and to enable the collection of
evidence in electronic form of a criminal offence;

Welcoming recent developments which further advance international understanding and co-
operation in combating cybercrime, including action taken by the United Nations, the OECD,
the European Union and the G8;

Recalling Committee of Ministers Recommendations No. R (85) 10 concerning the practical
application of the European Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters in respect
of letters rogatory for the interception of telecommunications, No. R (88) 2 on piracy in the
field of copyright and neighbouring rights, No. R (87) 15 regulating the use of personal data in
the police sector, No. R (95) 4 on the protection of personal data in the area of
telecommunication services, with particular reference to telephone services, as well as
No. R (89) 9 on computer-related crime providing guidelines for national legislatures
concerning the definition of certain computer crimes and No. R (95) 13 concerning problems
of criminal procedural law connected with information technology;

Having regard to Resolution No. 1 adopted by the European Ministers of Justice at their
21st Conference (Prague, 10 and 11 June 1997), which recommended that the Committee of
Ministers support the work on cybercrime carried out by the European Committee on Crime
Problems (CDPC) in order to bring domestic criminal law provisions closer to each other and
enable the use of effective means of investigation into such offences, as well as to Resolution
No. 3 adopted at the 23rd Conference of the European Ministers of Justice (London, 8 and
9 June 2000), which encouraged the negotiating parties to pursue their efforts with a view to
finding appropriate solutions to enable the largest possible number of States to become
parties to the Convention and acknowledged the need for a swift and efficient system of
international co-operation, which duly takes into account the specific requirements of the fight
against cybercrime;

Having also regard to the Action Plan adopted by the Heads of State and Government of the
Council of Europe on the occasion of their Second Summit (Strasbourg, 10 and 11 October
1997), to seek common responses to the development of the new information technologies
based on the standards and values of the Council of Europe;

Have agreed as follows:
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Chapter | — Use of terms
Article 1 — Definitions
For the purposes of this Convention:

a  "computer system" means any device or a group of interconnected or related devices,
one or more of which, pursuant to a program, performs automatic processing of data;

b  "computer data" means any representation of facts, information or concepts in a form
suitable for processing in a computer system, including a program suitable to cause a
computer system to perform a function;

¢ "service provider" means:

i any public or private entity that provides to users of its service the ability to
communicate by means of a computer system, and

i any other entity that processes or stores computer data on behalf of such
communication service or users of such service.

d "traffic data" means any computer data relating to a communication by means of a
computer system, generated by a computer system that formed a part in the chain of
communication, indicating the communication’s origin, destination, route, time, date, size,
duration, or type of underlying service.

Chapter Il — Measures to be taken at the national level
Section 1 — Substantive criminal law

Title 1 — Offences against the confidentiality, integrity and availability
of computer data and systems

Article 2 - lllegal access

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to establish
as criminal offences under its domestic law, when committed intentionally, the access to the
whole or any part of a computer system without right. A Party may require that the offence be
committed by infringing security measures, with the intent of obtaining computer data or other
dishonest intent, or in relation to a computer system that is connected to another computer
system.

Article 3 - lllegal interception

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to establish
as criminal offences under its domestic law, when committed intentionally, the interception
without right, made by technical means, of non-public transmissions of computer data to, from
or within a computer system, including electromagnetic emissions from a computer system
carrying such computer data. A Party may require that the offence be committed with
dishonest intent, or in relation to a computer system that is connected to another computer
system.
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Article 4 — Data interference

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to establish
as criminal offences under its domestic law, when committed intentionally, the damaging,
deletion, deterioration, alteration or suppression of computer data without right.

A Party may reserve the right to require that the conduct described in paragraph 1 result in
serious harm.

Article 5 — System interference

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to establish
as criminal offences under its domestic law, when committed intentionally, the serious
hindering without right of the functioning of a computer system by inputting, transmitting,
damaging, deleting, deteriorating, altering or suppressing computer data.

Article 6 — Misuse of devices

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to establish
as criminal offences under its domestic law, when committed intentionally and without right:

a the production, sale, procurement for use, import, distribution or otherwise making
available of;

i a device, including a computer program, designed or adapted primarily for the
purpose of committing any of the offences established in accordance with Articles 2
through 5;

i a computer password, access code, or similar data by which the whole or any part
of a computer system is capable of being accessed,

with intent that it be used for the purpose of committing any of the offences established in
Articles 2 through 5; and

b  the possession of an item referred to in paragraphs a.i or ii above, with intent that it be
used for the purpose of committing any of the offences established in Articles 2
through 5. A Party may require by law that a number of such items be possessed before
criminal liability attaches.

This article shall not be interpreted as imposing criminal liability where the production, sale,
procurement for use, import, distribution or otherwise making available or possession referred
to in paragraph 1 of this article is not for the purpose of committing an offence established in
accordance with Articles 2 through 5 of this Convention, such as for the authorised testing or
protection of a computer system.

Each Party may reserve the right not to apply paragraph 1 of this article, provided that the
reservation does not concern the sale, distribution or otherwise making available of the items
referred to in paragraph 1 a.ii of this article.
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Title 2 — Computer-related offences
Article 7 — Computer-related forgery

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to establish
as criminal offences under its domestic law, when committed intentionally and without right,
the input, alteration, deletion, or suppression of computer data, resulting in inauthentic data
with the intent that it be considered or acted upon for legal purposes as if it were authentic,
regardless whether or not the data is directly readable and intelligible. A Party may require an
intent to defraud, or similar dishonest intent, before criminal liability attaches.

Article 8 — Computer-related fraud

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to establish
as criminal offences under its domestic law, when committed intentionally and without right,
the causing of a loss of property to another person by:

a  any input, alteration, deletion or suppression of computer data,
b any interference with the functioning of a computer system,

with fraudulent or dishonest intent of procuring, without right, an economic benefit for oneself
or for another person.

Title 3 — Content-related offences
Article 9 — Offences related to child pornography

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to establish
as criminal offences under its domestic law, when committed intentionally and without right,
the following conduct:

a  producing child pornography for the purpose of its distribution through a computer
system;

b  offering or making available child pornography through a computer system;
¢ distributing or transmitting child pornography through a computer system;

d  procuring child pornography through a computer system for oneself or for another
person;

e possessing child porhography in a computer system or on a computer-data storage
medium.

For the purpose of paragraph 1 above, the term "child pornography” shall include
pornographic material that visually depicts:

a aminor engaged in sexually explicit conduct;
b  a person appearing to be a minor engaged in sexually explicit conduct;

¢ realistic images representing a minor engaged in sexually explicit conduct.
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For the purpose of paragraph 2 above, the term "minor" shall include all persons under
18 years of age. A Party may, however, require a lower age-limit, which shall be not less than
16 years.

Each Party may reserve the right not to apply, in whole or in part, paragraphs 1, sub-
paragraphs d and e, and 2, sub-paragraphs b and c.

Title 4 — Offences related to infringements of copyright and related rights
Article 10 — Offences related to infringements of copyright and related rights

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to establish
as criminal offences under its domestic law the infringement of copyright, as defined under the
law of that Party, pursuant to the obligations it has undertaken under the Paris Act of 24 July
1971 revising the Bern Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works, the
Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights and the WIPO Copyright
Treaty, with the exception of any moral rights conferred by such conventions, where such acts
are committed wilfully, on a commercial scale and by means of a computer system.

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to establish
as criminal offences under its domestic law the infringement of related rights, as defined
under the law of that Party, pursuant to the obligations it has undertaken under the
International Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and
Broadcasting Organisations (Rome Convention), the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights and the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty, with the
exception of any moral rights conferred by such conventions, where such acts are committed
wilfully, on @ commercial scale and by means of a computer system.

A Party may reserve the right not to impose criminal liability under paragraphs 1 and 2 of this
article in limited circumstances, provided that other effective remedies are available and that
such reservation does not derogate from the Party’s international obligations set forth in the
international instruments referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this article.

Title 5 — Ancillary liability and sanctions
Article 11 — Attempt and aiding or abetting

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to establish
as criminal offences under its domestic law, when committed intentionally, aiding or abetting
the commission of any of the offences established in accordance with Articles 2 through 10 of
the present Convention with intent that such offence be committed.

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to establish
as criminal offences under its domestic law, when committed intentionally, an attempt to
commit any of the offences established in accordance with Articles 3 through 5, 7, 8,
and 9.1.a and c of this Convention.

Each Party may reserve the right not to apply, in whole or in part, paragraph 2 of this article.
Article 12 — Corporate liability

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to ensure
that legal persons can be held liable for a criminal offence established in accordance with this
Convention, committed for their benefit by any natural person, acting either individually or as
part of an organ of the legal person, who has a leading position within it, based on:
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a  a power of representation of the legal person;
b an authority to take decisions on behalf of the legal person;
¢ an authority to exercise control within the legal person.

2 In addition to the cases already provided for in paragraph 1 of this article, each Party shall
take the measures necessary to ensure that a legal person can be held liable where the lack
of supervision or control by a natural person referred to in paragraph 1 has made possible the
commission of a criminal offence established in accordance with this Convention for the
benefit of that legal person by a natural person acting under its authority.

3 Subject to the legal principles of the Party, the liability of a legal person may be criminal, civil
or administrative.

4 Such liability shall be without prejudice to the criminal liability of the natural persons who have
committed the offence.

Article 13 — Sanctions and measures

1 Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to ensure
that the criminal offences established in accordance with Articles 2 through 11 are punishable
by effective, proportionate and dissuasive sanctions, which include deprivation of liberty.

2 Each Party shall ensure that legal persons held liable in accordance with Article 12 shall be
subject to effective, proportionate and dissuasive criminal or non-criminal sanctions or
measures, including monsetary sanctions.

Section 2 — Procedural law
Title 1 — Common provisions
Article 14 — Scope of procedural provisions

1 Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to establish
the powers and procedures provided for in this section for the purpose of specific criminal
investigations or proceedings.

2 Except as specifically provided otherwise in Article 21, each Party shall apply the powers and
procedures referred to in paragraph 1 of this article to:

a the criminal offences established in accordance with Articles 2 through 11 of this
Convention;

b  other criminal offences committed by means of a computer system; and
¢ the collection of evidence in electronic form of a criminal offence.

3 a Each Party may reserve the right to apply the measures referred to in Article 20 only to
offences or categories of offences specified in the reservation, provided that the range of
such offences or categories of offences is not more restricted than the range of offences
to which it applies the measures referred to in Article 21. Each Party shall consider
restricting such a reservation to enable the broadest application of the measure referred
to in Article 20.
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b Where a Party, due to limitations in its legislation in force at the time of the adoption of
the present Convention, is not able to apply the measures referred to in Articles 20
and 21 to communications being transmitted within a computer system of a service
provider, which system:

i is being operated for the benefit of a closed group of users, and

i does not employ public communications networks and is not connected with another
computer system, whether public or private,

that Party may reserve the right not to apply these measures to such communications.
Each Party shall consider restricting such a reservation to enable the broadest
application of the measures referred to in Articles 20 and 21.

Article 15 — Conditions and safeguards

Each Party shall ensure that the establishment, implementation and application of the powers
and procedures provided for in this Section are subject to conditions and safeguards provided
for under its domestic law, which shall provide for the adequate protection of human rights
and liberties, including rights arising pursuant to obligations it has undertaken under the 1950
Council of Europe Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms, the 1966 United Nations International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and
other applicable international human rights instruments, and which shall incorporate the
principle of proportionality.

Such conditions and safeguards shall, as appropriate in view of the nature of the procedure or
power concerned, infer alia, include judicial or other independent supervision, grounds
justifying application, and limitation of the scope and the duration of such power or procedure.

To the extent that it is consistent with the public interest, in particular the sound administration
of justice, each Party shall consider the impact of the powers and procedures in this section
upon the rights, responsibilities and legitimate interests of third parties.

Title 2 — Expedited preservation of stored computer data
Article 16 — Expedited preservation of stored computer data

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to enable
its competent authorities to order or similarly obtain the expeditious preservation of specified
computer data, including traffic data, that has been stored by means of a computer system, in
particular where there are grounds to believe that the computer data is particularly vulnerable
to loss or modification.

Where a Party gives effect to paragraph 1 above by means of an order to a person to
preserve specified stored computer data in the person’s possession or control, the Party shall
adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to oblige that person to
preserve and maintain the integrity of that computer data for a period of time as long as
necessary, up to a maximum of ninety days, to enable the competent authorities to seek its
disclosure. A Party may provide for such an order to be subsequently renewed.

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to oblige
the custodian or other person who is to preserve the computer data to keep confidential the
undertaking of such procedures for the period of time provided for by its domestic law.

The powers and procedures referred to in this article shall be subject to Articles 14 and 15.
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Article 17 — Expedited preservation and partial disclosure of traffic data

Each Party shall adopt, in respect of traffic data that is to be preserved under Article 16, such
legislative and other measures as may be necessary to:

a ensure that such expeditious preservation of traffic data is available regardless of
whether one or more service providers were involved in the transmission of that
communication; and

b ensure the expeditious disclosure to the Party's competent authority, or a person
designated by that authority, of a sufficient amount of traffic data to enable the Party to
identify the service providers and the path through which the communication was
transmitted.

The powers and procedures referred to in this article shall be subject to Articles 14 and 15.
Title 3 — Production order
Article 18 — Production order

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to empower
its competent authorities to order:

a aperson in its territory to submit specified computer data in that person’s possession or
control, which is stored in a computer system or a computer-data storage medium; and

b  a service provider offering its services in the territory of the Party to submit subscriber
information relating to such services in that service provider's possession or control.

The powers and procedures referred to in this article shall be subject to Articles 14 and 15.

For the purpose of this article, the term “subscriber information” means any information
contained in the form of computer data or any other form that is held by a service provider,
relating to subscribers of its services other than traffic or content data and by which can be
established:

a the type of communication service used, the technical provisions taken thereto and the
period of service;

b the subscriber's identity, postal or geographic address, telephone and other access
number, billing and payment information, available on the basis of the service agreement
or arrangement;

¢ any other information on the site of the installation of communication equipment,
available on the basis of the service agreement or arrangement.

Title 4 — Search and seizure of stored computer data
Article 19 — Search and seizure of stored computer data

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to empower
its competent authorities to search or similarly access:

a  acomputer system or part of it and computer data stored therein; and
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b  acomputer-data storage medium in which computer data may be stored
in its territory.

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to ensure
that where its authorities search or similarly access a specific computer system or part of it,
pursuant to paragraph 1.a, and have grounds to believe that the data sought is stored in
another computer system or part of it in its territory, and such data is lawfully accessible from
or available to the initial system, the authorities shall be able to expeditiously extend the
search or similar accessing to the other system.

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to empower
its competent authorities to seize or similarly secure computer data accessed according to
paragraphs 1 or 2. These measures shall include the power to:

a  seize or similarly secure a computer system or part of it or a computer-data storage
medium,;

b  make and retain a copy of those computer data;
¢ maintain the integrity of the relevant stored computer data;
d  render inaccessible or remove those computer data in the accessed computer system.

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to empower
its competent authorities to order any person who has knowledge about the functioning of the
computer system or measures applied to protect the computer data therein to provide, as is
reasonable, the necessary information, to enable the undertaking of the measures referred to
in paragraphs 1 and 2.

The powers and procedures referred to in this article shall be subject to Articles 14 and 15.
Title 5 — Real-time collection of computer data
Article 20 — Real-time collection of traffic data

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to empower
its competent authorities to:

a  collect or record through the application of technical means on the territory of that Party,
and

b  compel a service provider, within its existing technical capability:

i to collect or record through the application of technical means on the territory of that
Party; or

i to co-operate and assist the competent authorities in the collection or recording of,

traffic data, in real-time, associated with specified communications in its territory
transmitted by means of a computer system.

10
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Where a Party, due to the established principles of its domestic legal system, cannot adopt
the measures referred to in paragraph 1.a, it may instead adopt legislative and other
measures as may be necessary to ensure the real-time collection or recording of traffic data
associated with specified communications transmitted in its territory, through the application of
technical means on that territory.

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to oblige a
service provider to keep confidential the fact of the execution of any power provided for in this
article and any information relating to it.

The powers and procedures referred to in this article shall be subject to Articles 14 and 15.
Article 21 — Interception of content data

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary, in relation
to a range of serious offences to be determined by domestic law, to empower its competent
authorities to:

a  collect or record through the application of technical means on the territory of that Party,
and

b  compel a service provider, within its existing technical capability:

i to collect or record through the application of technical means on the territory of that
Party, or

i to co-operate and assist the competent authorities in the collection or recording of,

content data, in real-time, of specified communications in its territory transmitted by means of
a computer system.

Where a Party, due to the established principles of its domestic legal system, cannot adopt
the measures referred to in paragraph 1.a, it may instead adopt legislative and other
measures as may be necessary to ensure the real-time collection or recording of content data
on specified communications in its territory through the application of technical means on that
territory.

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to oblige a
service provider to keep confidential the fact of the execution of any power provided for in this
article and any information relating to it.

The powers and procedures referred to in this article shall be subject to Articles 14 and 15.

Section 3 - Jurisdiction

1

Article 22 — Jurisdiction

Each Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to establish
jurisdiction over any offence established in accordance with Articles 2 through 11 of this
Convention, when the offence is committed:

a inits territory; or
b on board a ship flying the flag of that Party; or

¢ on board an aircraft registered under the laws of that Party; or

11
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d by one of its nationals, if the offence is punishable under criminal law where it was
committed or if the offence is committed outside the territorial jurisdiction of any State.

2 Each Party may reserve the right not to apply or to apply only in specific cases or conditions
the jurisdiction rules laid down in paragraphs 1.b through 1.d of this article or any part thereof.

3 Each Party shall adopt such measures as may be necessary to establish jurisdiction over the
offences referred to in Article 24, paragraph 1, of this Convention, in cases where an alleged
offender is present in its territory and it does not extradite him or her to another Party, solely
on the basis of his or her nationality, after a request for extradition.

4 This Convention does not exclude any criminal jurisdiction exercised by a Party in accordance
with its domestic law.

5 When more than one Party claims jurisdiction over an alleged offence established in
accordance with this Convention, the Parties involved shall, where appropriate, consult with a
view to determining the most appropriate jurisdiction for prosecution.

Chapter Ill — International co-operation
Section 1 — General principles
Title 1 — General principles relating to international co-operation
Article 23 — General principles relating to international co-operation

The Parties shall co-operate with each other, in accordance with the provisions of this
chapter, and through the application of relevant international instruments on international co-
operation in criminal matters, arrangements agreed on the basis of uniform or reciprocal
legislation, and domestic laws, to the widest extent possible for the purposes of investigations
or proceedings concerning criminal offences related to computer systems and data, or for the
collection of evidence in electronic form of a criminal offence.

Title 2 — Principles relating to extradition
Article 24 — Extradition

1 a This article applies to extradition between Parties for the criminal offences established in
accordance with Articles 2 through 11 of this Convention, provided that they are
punishable under the laws of both Parties concerned by deprivation of liberty for a
maximum period of at least one year, or by a more severe penalty.

b  Where a different minimum penalty is to be applied under an arrangement agreed on the
basis of uniform or reciprocal legislation or an extradition treaty, including the European
Convention on Extradition (ETS No. 24), applicable between two or more parties, the
minimum penalty provided for under such arrangement or treaty shall apply.

2 The criminal offences described in paragraph 1 of this article shall be deemed to be included
as extraditable offences in any extradition treaty existing between or among the Parties. The
Parties undertake to include such offences as extraditable offences in any extradition treaty to
be concluded between or among them.

3 If a Party that makes extradition conditional on the existence of a treaty receives a request for
extradition from another Party with which it does not have an extradition treaty, it may
consider this Convention as the legal basis for extradition with respect to any criminal offence
referred to in paragraph 1 of this article.

12
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Parties that do not make extradition conditional on the existence of a treaty shall recognise
the criminal offences referred to in paragraph 1 of this article as extraditable offences between
themselves.

Extradition shall be subject to the conditions provided for by the law of the requested Party or
by applicable extradition treaties, including the grounds on which the requested Party may
refuse extradition.

If extradition for a criminal offence referred to in paragraph 1 of this article is refused solely on
the basis of the nationality of the person sought, or because the requested Party deems that it
has jurisdiction over the offence, the requested Party shall submit the case at the request of
the requesting Party to its competent authorities for the purpose of prosecution and shall
report the final outcome to the requesting Party in due course. Those authorities shall take
their decision and conduct their investigations and proceedings in the same manner as for
any other offence of a comparable nature under the law of that Party.

a  Each Party shall, at the time of signature or when depositing its instrument of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession, communicate to the Secretary General of the
Council of Europe the name and address of each authority responsible for making or
receiving requests for extradition or provisional arrest in the absence of a treaty.

b  The Secretary General of the Council of Europe shall set up and keep updated a register
of authorities so designated by the Parties. Each Party shall ensure that the details held
on the register are correct at all times.

Title 3 — General principles relating to mutual assistance
Article 25 — General principles relating to mutual assistance

The Parties shall afford one another mutual assistance to the widest extent possible for the
purpose of investigations or proceedings concerning criminal offences related to computer
systems and data, or for the collection of evidence in electronic form of a criminal offence.

Each Party shall also adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to
carry out the obligations set forth in Articles 27 through 35.

Each Party may, in urgent circumstances, make requests for mutual assistance or
communications related thereto by expedited means of communication, including fax or e-
mail, to the extent that such means provide appropriate levels of security and authentication
(including the use of encryption, where necessary), with formal confirmation to follow, where
required by the requested Party. The requested Party shall accept and respond to the request
by any such expedited means of communication.

Except as otherwise specifically provided in articles in this chapter, mutual assistance shall be
subject to the conditions provided for by the law of the requested Party or by applicable
mutual assistance treaties, including the grounds on which the requested Party may refuse
co-operation. The requested Party shall not exercise the right to refuse mutual assistance in
relation to the offences referred to in Articles 2 through 11 solely on the ground that the
request concerns an offence which it considers a fiscal offence.

Where, in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, the requested Party is permitted to
make mutual assistance conditional upon the existence of dual criminality, that condition shall
be deemed fulfilled, irrespective of whether its laws place the offence within the same
category of offence or denominate the offence by the same terminology as the requesting
Party, if the conduct underlying the offence for which assistance is sought is a criminal
offence under its laws.

13
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Article 26 — Spontaneous information

A Party may, within the limits of its domestic law and without prior request, forward to another
Party information obtained within the framework of its own investigations when it considers
that the disclosure of such information might assist the receiving Party in initiating or carrying
out investigations or proceedings concerning criminal offences established in accordance with
this Convention or might lead to a request for co-operation by that Party under this chapter.

Prior to providing such information, the providing Party may request that it be kept confidential
or only used subject to conditions. If the receiving Party cannot comply with such request, it
shall notify the providing Party, which shall then determine whether the information should
nevertheless be provided. If the receiving Party accepts the information subject to the
conditions, it shall be bound by them.

Title 4 — Procedures pertaining to mutual assistance requests
in the absence of applicable international agreements

Article 27 — Procedures pertaining to mutual assistance requests in the absence of
applicable international agreements

Where there is no mutual assistance treaty or arrangement on the basis of uniform or
reciprocal legislation in force between the requesting and requested Parties, the provisions of
paragraphs 2 through 9 of this article shall apply. The provisions of this article shall not apply
where such treaty, arrangement or legislation exists, unless the Parties concerned agree to
apply any or all of the remainder of this article in lieu thereof.

a  Each Party shall designate a central authority or authorities responsible for sending and
answering requests for mutual assistance, the execution of such requests or their
transmission to the authorities competent for their execution.

b  The central authorities shall communicate directly with each other;

¢ Each Party shall, at the time of signature or when depositing its instrument of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession, communicate to the Secretary General of the
Council of Europe the names and addresses of the authorities designated in pursuance
of this paragraph;

d  The Secretary General of the Council of Europe shall set up and keep updated a register
of central authorities designated by the Parties. Each Party shall ensure that the details
held on the register are correct at all times.

Mutual assistance requests under this article shall be executed in accordance with the
procedures specified by the requesting Party, except where incompatible with the law of the
requested Party.

The requested Party may, in addition to the grounds for refusal established in Article 25,
paragraph 4, refuse assistance if:

a  the request concerns an offence which the requested Party considers a political offence
or an offence connected with a political offence, or

b it considers that execution of the request is likely to prejudice its sovereignty, security,
ordre public or other essential interests.

The requested Party may postpone action on a request if such action would prejudice criminal
investigations or proceedings conducted by its authorities.

14
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Before refusing or postponing assistance, the requested Party shall, where appropriate after
having consulted with the requesting Party, consider whether the request may be granted
partially or subject to such conditions as it deems necessary.

The requested Party shall promptly inform the requesting Party of the outcome of the
execution of a request for assistance. Reasons shall be given for any refusal or postponement
of the request. The requested Party shall also inform the requesting Party of any reasons that
render impossible the execution of the request or are likely to delay it significantly.

The requesting Party may request that the requested Party keep confidential the fact of any
request made under this chapter as well as its subject, except to the extent necessary for its
execution. If the requested Party cannot comply with the request for confidentiality, it shall
promptly inform the requesting Party, which shall then determine whether the request should
nevertheless be executed.

a In the event of urgency, requests for mutual assistance or communications related
thereto may be sent directly by judicial authorities of the requesting Party to such
authorities of the requested Party. In any such cases, a copy shall be sent at the same
time to the central authority of the requested Party through the central authority of the
requesting Party.

b  Any request or communication under this paragraph may be made through the
International Criminal Police Organisation (Interpol).

¢ Where a request is made pursuant to sub-paragraph a. of this article and the authority is
not competent to deal with the request, it shall refer the request to the competent
national authority and inform directly the requesting Party that it has done so.

d Requests or communications made under this paragraph that do not involve coercive
action may be directly transmitted by the competent authorities of the requesting Party to
the competent authorities of the requested Party.

e Each Party may, at the time of signature or when depositing its instrument of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession, inform the Secretary General of the Council of
Europe that, for reasons of efficiency, requests made under this paragraph are to be
addressed to its central authority.

Article 28 — Confidentiality and limitation on use

When there is no mutual assistance treaty or arrangement on the basis of uniform or
reciprocal legislation in force between the requesting and the requested Parties, the
provisions of this article shall apply. The provisions of this article shall not apply where such
treaty, arrangement or legislation exists, unless the Parties concerned agree to apply any or
all of the remainder of this article in lieu thereof.

The requested Party may make the supply of information or material in response to a request
dependent on the condition that it is:

a  kept confidential where the request for mutual legal assistance could not be complied
with in the absence of such condition, or

b not used for investigations or proceedings other than those stated in the request.

If the requesting Party cannot comply with a condition referred to in paragraph 2, it shall
promptly inform the other Party, which shall then determine whether the information should
nevertheless be provided. When the requesting Party accepts the condition, it shall be bound
by it.
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Any Party that supplies information or material subject to a condition referred to in
paragraph 2 may require the other Party to explain, in relation to that condition, the use made
of such information or material.

Section 2 — Specific provisions

Title 1 — Mutual assistance regarding provisional measures
Article 29 — Expedited preservation of stored computer data

A Party may request another Party to order or otherwise obtain the expeditious preservation
of data stored by means of a computer system, located within the territory of that other Party
and in respect of which the requesting Party intends to submit a request for mutual assistance
for the search or similar access, seizure or similar securing, or disclosure of the data.

A request for preservation made under paragraph 1 shall specify:
a the authority seeking the preservation;

b the offence that is the subject of a criminal investigation or proceedings and a brief
summary of the related facts;

¢ the stored computer data to be preserved and its relationship to the offence;

d any available information identifying the custodian of the stored computer data or the
location of the computer system;

e the necessity of the preservation; and

f  that the Party intends to submit a request for mutual assistance for the search or similar
access, seizure or similar securing, or disclosure of the stored computer data.

Upon receiving the request from another Party, the requested Party shall take all appropriate
measures to preserve expeditiously the specified data in accordance with its domestic law.
For the purposes of responding to a request, dual criminality shall not be required as a
condition to providing such preservation.

A Party that requires dual criminality as a condition for responding to a request for mutual
assistance for the search or similar access, seizure or similar securing, or disclosure of stored
data may, in respect of offences other than those established in accordance with Articles 2
through 11 of this Convention, reserve the right to refuse the request for preservation under
this article in cases where it has reasons to believe that at the time of disclosure the condition
of dual criminality cannot be fulfilled.

In addition, a request for preservation may only be refused if:

a  the request concerns an offence which the requested Party considers a political offence
or an offence connected with a political offence, or

b  the requested Party considers that execution of the request is likely to prejudice its
sovereignty, security, ordre public or other essential interests.

Where the requested Party believes that preservation will not ensure the future availability of
the data or will threaten the confidentiality of or otherwise prejudice the requesting Party’s
investigation, it shall promptly so inform the requesting Party, which shall then determine
whether the request should nevertheless be executed.
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Any preservation effected in response to the request referred to in paragraph 1 shall be for a
period not less than sixty days, in order to enable the requesting Party to submit a request for
the search or similar access, seizure or similar securing, or disclosure of the data. Following
the receipt of such a request, the data shall continue to be preserved pending a decision on
that request.

Article 30 — Expedited disclosure of preserved traffic data

Where, in the course of the execution of a request made pursuant to Article 29 to preserve
traffic data concerning a specific communication, the requested Party discovers that a service
provider in another State was involved in the transmission of the communication, the
requested Party shall expeditiously disclose to the requesting Party a sufficient amount of
traffic data to identify that service provider and the path through which the communication was
transmitted.

Disclosure of traffic data under paragraph 1 may only be withheld if:

a  the request concerns an offence which the requested Party considers a political offence
or an offence connected with a political offence; or

b  the requested Party considers that execution of the request is likely to prejudice its
sovereignty, security, ordre public or other essential interests.

Title 2 — Mutual assistance regarding investigative powers
Article 31 — Mutual assistance regarding accessing of stored computer data

A Party may request another Party to search or similarly access, seize or similarly secure,
and disclose data stored by means of a computer system located within the territory of the
requested Party, including data that has been preserved pursuant to Article 29.

The requested Party shall respond to the request through the application of international
instruments, arrangements and laws referred to in Article 23, and in accordance with other
relevant provisions of this chapter.

The request shall be responded to on an expedited basis where:

a there are grounds to believe that relevant data is particularly vulnerable to loss or
modification; or

b  the instruments, arrangements and laws referred to in paragraph 2 otherwise provide for
expedited co-operation.

Article 32 - Trans-border access to stored computer data with consent or where
publicly available

A Party may, without the authorisation of another Party:

a  access publicly available (open source) stored computer data, regardless of where the
data is located geographically; or

b access or receive, through a computer system in its territory, stored computer data
located in another Party, if the Party obtains the lawful and voluntary consent of the
person who has the lawful authority to disclose the data to the Party through that
computer system.
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Article 33 — Mutual assistance regarding the real-time collection of traffic data

1 The Parties shall provide mutual assistance to each other in the real-time collection of traffic
data associated with specified communications in their territory transmitted by means of a
computer system. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2, this assistance shall be governed
by the conditions and procedures provided for under domestic law.

2 Each Party shall provide such assistance at least with respect to criminal offences for which
real-time collection of traffic data would be available in a similar domestic case.

Article 34 — Mutual assistance regarding the interception of content data

The Parties shall provide mutual assistance to each other in the real-time collection or
recording of content data of specified communications transmitted by means of a computer
system to the extent permitted under their applicable treaties and domestic laws.

Title 3 — 24/7 Network
Article 35 — 24/7 Network

1 Each Party shall designate a point of contact available on a twenty-four hour, seven-day-a-
week basis, in order to ensure the provision of immediate assistance for the purpose of
investigations or proceedings concerning criminal offences related to computer systems and
data, or for the collection of evidence in electronic form of a criminal offence. Such assistance
shall include facilitating, or, if permitted by its domestic law and practice, directly carrying out
the following measures:

a  the provision of technical advice;
b  the preservation of data pursuant to Articles 29 and 30;
¢ the collection of evidence, the provision of legal information, and locating of suspects.

2 a A Party's point of contact shall have the capacity to carry out communications with the
point of contact of another Party on an expedited basis.

b If the point of contact designated by a Party is not part of that Party's authority or
authorities responsible for international mutual assistance or extradition, the point of
contact shall ensure that it is able to co-ordinate with such authority or authorities on an
expedited basis.

3 Each Party shall ensure that trained and equipped personnel are available, in order to
facilitate the operation of the network.

Chapter IV — Final provisions
Article 36 — Signature and entry into force

1 This Convention shall be open for signature by the member States of the Council of Europe
and by non-member States which have participated in its elaboration.

2 This Convention is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval. Instruments of ratification,
acceptance or approval shall be deposited with the Secretary General of the Council of
Europe.
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This Convention shall enter into force on the first day of the month following the expiration of a
period of three months after the date on which five States, including at least three member
States of the Council of Europe, have expressed their consent to be bound by the Convention
in accordance with the provisions of paragraphs 1 and 2.

In respect of any signatory State which subsequently expresses its consent to be bound by it,
the Convention shall enter into force on the first day of the month following the expiration of a
period of three months after the date of the expression of its consent to be bound by the
Convention in accordance with the provisions of paragraphs 1 and 2.

Article 37 — Accession to the Convention

After the entry into force of this Convention, the Committee of Ministers of the Council of
Europe, after consulting with and obtaining the unanimous consent of the Contracting States
to the Convention, may invite any State which is not a member of the Council and which has
not participated in its elaboration to accede to this Convention. The decision shall be taken by
the majority provided for in Article 20.d. of the Statute of the Council of Europe and by the
unanimous vote of the representatives of the Contracting States entitied to sit on the
Committee of Ministers.

In respect of any State acceding to the Convention under paragraph 1 above, the Convention
shall enter into force on the first day of the month following the expiration of a period of three
months after the date of deposit of the instrument of accession with the Secretary General of
the Council of Europe.

Article 38 — Territorial application

Any State may, at the time of signature or when depositing its instrument of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession, specify the territory or territories to which this Convention
shall apply.

Any State may, at any later date, by a declaration addressed to the Secretary General of the
Council of Europe, extend the application of this Convention to any other territory specified in
the declaration. In respect of such territory the Convention shall enter into force on the first
day of the month following the expiration of a period of three months after the date of receipt
of the declaration by the Secretary General.

Any declaration made under the two preceding paragraphs may, in respect of any territory
specified in such declaration, be withdrawn by a notification addressed to the Secretary
General of the Council of Europe. The withdrawal shall become effective on the first day of
the month following the expiration of a period of three months after the date of receipt of such
notification by the Secretary General.

Article 39 — Effects of the Convention

The purpose of the present Convention is to supplement applicable multilateral or bilateral
treaties or arrangements as between the Parties, including the provisions of:

— the European Convention on Extradition, opened for signature in Paris, on 13 December
1957 (ETS No. 24);

— the European Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters, opened for
signature in Strasbourg, on 20 April 1959 (ETS No. 30);

— the Additional Protocol to the European Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal
Matters, opened for signature in Strasbourg, on 17 March 1978 (ETS No. 99).
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If two or more Parties have already concluded an agreement or treaty on the matters dealt
with in this Convention or have otherwise established their relations on such matters, or
should they in future do so, they shall also be entitled to apply that agreement or treaty or to
regulate those relations accordingly. However, where Parties establish their relations in
respect of the matters dealt with in the present Convention other than as regulated therein,
they shall do so in a manner that is not inconsistent with the Convention’s objectives and
principles.

Nothing in this Convention shall affect other rights, restrictions, obligations and responsibilities
of a Party.

Article 40 — Declarations

By a written notification addressed to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe, any
State may, at the time of signature or when depositing its instrument of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession, declare that it avails itself of the possibility of requiring
additional elements as provided for under Articles 2, 3, 6 paragraph 1.b, 7, 9 paragraph 3,
and 27, paragraph 9.e.

Article 41 — Federal clause

A federal State may reserve the right to assume obligations under Chapter Il of this
Convention consistent with its fundamental principles governing the relationship between its
central government and constituent States or other similar territorial entities provided that it is
still able to co-operate under Chapter .

When making a reservation under paragraph 1, a federal State may not apply the terms of
such reservation to exclude or substantially diminish its obligations to provide for measures
set forth in Chapter Il. Overall, it shall provide for a broad and effective law enforcement
capability with respect to those measures.

With regard to the provisions of this Convention, the application of which comes under the
jurisdiction of constituent States or other similar territorial entities, that are not obliged by the
constitutional system of the federation to take legislative measures, the federal government
shall inform the competent authorities of such States of the said provisions with its favourable
opinion, encouraging them to take appropriate action to give them effect.

Article 42 — Reservations

By a written notification addressed to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe, any
State may, at the time of signature or when depositing its instrument of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession, declare that it avails itself of the reservation(s) provided
for in Article 4, paragraph 2, Article 6, paragraph 3, Article 9, paragraph 4, Article 10,
paragraph 3, Article 11, paragraph 3, Article 14, paragraph 3, Article 22, paragraph 2,
Article 29, paragraph 4, and Article 41, paragraph 1. No other reservation may be made.

Article 43 — Status and withdrawal of reservations

A Party that has made a reservation in accordance with Article 42 may wholly or partially
withdraw it by means of a notification addressed to the Secretary General of the Council of
Europe. Such withdrawal shall take effect on the date of receipt of such notification by the
Secretary General. If the notification states that the withdrawal of a reservation is to take
effect on a date specified therein, and such date is later than the date on which the notification
is received by the Secretary General, the withdrawal shall take effect on such a later date.

A Party that has made a reservation as referred to in Article 42 shall withdraw such
reservation, in whole or in part, as soon as circumstances so permit.
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The Secretary General of the Council of Europe may periodically enquire with Parties that
have made one or more reservations as referred to in Article 42 as to the prospects for
withdrawing such reservation(s).

Article 44 — Amendments

Amendments to this Convention may be proposed by any Party, and shall be communicated
by the Secretary General of the Council of Europe to the member States of the Council of
Europe, to the non-member States which have participated in the elaboration of this
Convention as well as to any State which has acceded to, or has been invited to accede to,
this Convention in accordance with the provisions of Article 37.

Any amendment proposed by a Party shall be communicated to the European Committee on
Crime Problems (CDPC), which shall submit to the Committee of Ministers its opinion on that
proposed amendment.

The Committee of Ministers shall consider the proposed amendment and the opinion
submitted by the CDPC and, following consultation with the non-member States Parties to this
Convention, may adopt the amendment.

The text of any amendment adopted by the Committee of Ministers in accordance with
paragraph 3 of this article shall be forwarded to the Parties for acceptance.

Any amendment adopted in accordance with paragraph 3 of this article shall come into force
on the thirtieth day after all Parties have informed the Secretary General of their acceptance
thereof.

Article 45 — Settlement of disputes

The European Committee on Crime Problems (CDPC) shall be kept informed regarding the
interpretation and application of this Convention.

In case of a dispute between Parties as to the interpretation or application of this Convention,
they shall seek a settlement of the dispute through negotiation or any other peaceful means of
their choice, including submission of the dispute to the CDPC, to an arbitral tribunal whose
decisions shall be binding upon the Parties, or to the International Court of Justice, as agreed
upon by the Parties concerned.

Article 46 — Consultations of the Parties
The Parties shall, as appropriate, consult periodically with a view to facilitating:

a the effective use and implementation of this Convention, including the identification of
any problems thereof, as well as the effects of any declaration or reservation made under
this Convention;

b  the exchange of information on significant legal, policy or technological developments
pertaining to cybercrime and the collection of evidence in electronic form;

¢ consideration of possible supplementation or amendment of the Convention.

The European Committee on Crime Problems (CDPC) shall be kept periodically informed
regarding the result of consultations referred to in paragraph 1.
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The CDPC shall, as appropriate, facilitate the consultations referred to in paragraph 1 and
take the measures necessary to assist the Parties in their efforts to supplement or amend the
Convention. At the latest three years after the present Convention enters into force, the
European Committee on Crime Problems (CDPC) shall, in co-operation with the Parties,
conduct a review of all of the Convention’s provisions and, if necessary, recommend any
appropriate amendments.

Except where assumed by the Council of Europe, expenses incurred in carrying out the
provisions of paragraph 1 shall be borne by the Parties in the manner to be determined by
them.

The Parties shall be assisted by the Secretariat of the Council of Europe in carrying out their
functions pursuant to this article.

Article 47 — Denunciation

Any Party may, at any time, denounce this Convention by means of a notification addressed
to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe.

Such denunciation shall become effective on the first day of the month following the expiration
of a period of three months after the date of receipt of the notification by the Secretary
General.

Article 48 — Notification

The Secretary General of the Council of Europe shall notify the member States of the Council
of Europe, the non-member States which have participated in the elaboration of this
Convention as well as any State which has acceded to, or has been invited to accede to, this
Convention of:

a any signature;

b  the deposit of any instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession;

¢ any date of entry into force of this Convention in accordance with Articles 36 and 37;

d any declaration made under Article 40 or reservation made in accordance with Article 42;

e any other act, notification or communication relating to this Convention.

In witness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorised thereto, have signed this
Convention.

Done at Budapest, this 23rd day of November 2001, in English and in French, both texts
being equally authentic, in a single copy which shall be deposited in the archives of the
Council of Europe. The Secretary General of the Council of Europe shall transmit certified
copies to each member State of the Council of Europe, to the non-member States which have
participated in the elaboration of this Convention, and to any State invited to accede to it.
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Terrain

low, flat delta in south and north; central highlands; hilly, mountainous in far north and northwest
Elevation

highest point: Fan Si Pan 3,144 m
lowest point: South China Sea0Om

mean elevation: 398 m
Natural resources

antimony, phosphates, coal, manganese, rare earth elements, bauxite, chromate, offshore oil and gas deposits, timber,
hydropower, arable land

Land use

agricultural land: 34.8% (2018 est.)
arable land: 20.6% (2018 est.)
permanent crops: 12.1% (2018 est.)
permanent pasture: 2.1% (2018 est.)
forest: 45% (2018 est.)

other: 20.2% (2018 est.)
Irrigated land

46,000 sq km (2012)

Major rivers (by length in km)

So6ng Tién Giang (Mekong) river mouth (shared with China [s], Burma, Laocs, Thailand, Cambodia) - 4,350 km; Pearl river
source (shared with China [m]) - 2,200 km; Red river mouth (shared with China [s]) - 1,149 km note — [s] after country
name indicates river source; [m] after country name indicates river mouth

Major watersheds (area sq km)
Pacific Ocean drainage: Mekong (805,604 sq km)
Population distribution

though it has one of the highest population densities in the world, the population is not evenly dispersed; clustering is
heaviest along the South China Sea and Gulf of Tonkin, with the Mekong Delta (in the south) and the Red River Valley
(in the north) having the largest concentrations of people

Natural hazards
occasional typhoons (May to January) with extensive flooding, especially in the Mekong River delta
Geography - note

note 1: extending 1,650 km north to south, the country is only 50 km across at its narrowest point

note 2: Son Doong in Phong Nha-Ke Bang National Park is the world's largest cave (greatest cross sectional area) and
is the largest known cave passage in the world by volume; it currently measures a total of 38.5 million cu m (about 1.35
billion cu ft); it connects to Thung cave (but not yet officially); when recognized, it will add an additional 1.6 million cu m
in volume; Son Doong is so massive that it contains its own jungle, underground river, and localized weather system;
clouds form inside the cave and spew out from its exits and two dolines (openings (sinkhole skylights) created by
collapsed ceilings that allow sunlight to stream in)

PEOPLE AND SOCIETY
Population

104,799,174 (2023 est.)

https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/vietnam/ 3/21



12/19/23, 4:19 PM Vietnam - The World Factbook
comparison ranking: 16

Nationality

noun: Vietnamese (singular and plural)

adjective: Vietnamese
Ethnic groups
Kinh (Viet) 85.3%, Tay 1.9%, Thai 1.9%, Muong 1.5%, Khmer 1.4%, Mong 1.4%, Nung 1.1%, other 5.5% (2019 est.)

note: 54 ethnic groups are recognized by the Vietnamese Government
Languages

Vietnamese (official), English (increasingly favored as a second language), some French, Chinese, and Khmer,
mountain area languages (Mon-Khmer and Malayo-Polynesian)

major-language sample(s): )
Dir kién thé gidi, 1a ngudn théng tin co ban khdng thé thiéu. (Vietnamese)

The World Factbook, the indispensable source for basic information.
Viethamese audio sample:
Religions

Catholic 6.1%, Buddhist 5.8%, Protestant 1%, other 0.8%, none 86.3% (2019 est.)

note: most Vietnamese are culturally Buddhist
Demographic profile

When Vietnam was reunified in 1975, the country had a youthful age structure and a high fertility rate. The population growth rate
slowed dramatically during the next 25 years, as fertility declined and infant mortality and life expectancy improved. The country’s
adoption of a one-or-two-child policy in 1988 led to increased rates of contraception and abortion. The total fertility rate dropped
rapidly from nearly 5 in 1979 to 2.1 or replacement level in 1990, and at 1.8 is below replacement level today. Fertility is higher in the
more rural central highlands and northern uplands, which are inhabited primarily by poorer ethnic minorities, and is lower among the
majority Kinh, ethnic Chinese, and a few other ethnic groups, particularly in urban centers. With more than two-thirds of the
population of working age (15-64), Vietnam has the potential to reap a demographic dividend for approximately three decades
(between 2010 and 2040). However, its ability to do so will depend on improving the quality of education and training for its workforce
and creating jobs. The Vietnamese Government is also considering changes to the country’s population policy because if the
country’s fertility rate remains below replacement level, it could lead to a worker shortage in the future.

Vietnam has experienced both internal migration and net emigration, both for humanitarian and economic reasons, for the last several
decades. Internal migration — rural-rural and rural-urban, temporary and permanent — continues to be a means of coping with
Vietnam’s extreme weather and flooding. Although Vietnam’s population is still mainly rural, increasing numbers of young men and
women have been drawn to the country’s urban centers where they are more likely to find steady jobs and higher pay in the growing
industrial and service sectors.

The aftermath of the Vietnam War in 1975 resulted in an outpouring of approximately 1.6 million Viethamese refugees over the next
two decades. Between 1975 and 1997, programs such as the Orderly Departure Program and the Comprehensive Plan of Action
resettled hundreds of thousands of Viethamese refugees abroad, including the United States (880,000), China (260,000, mainly ethnic
Chinese Hoa), Canada (160,000), Australia (155,000), and European countries (150,000).

In the 1980s, some Vietnamese students and workers began to migrate to allied communist countries, including the
Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, and East Germany. The vast majority returned home following the fall of
communism in Eastern Europe in the early 1990s. Since that time, Vietnamese labor migrants instead started to pursue
opportunities in Asia and the Middle East. They often perform low-skilled jobs under harsh conditions for low pay and
are vulnerable to forced labor, including debt bondage to the private brokers who arrange the work contracts. Despite
Vietnam’s current labor surplus, the country has in recent years attracted some foreign workers, mainly from China and
other Asian countries.

Age structure

0-14 years: 23.44% (male 12,975,791/female 11,593,157)
15-64 years: 68.69% (male 36,280,449/female 35,705,586)

65 years and over: 7.87% (2023 est.) (male 3,346,804/female 4,897,387)
2023 population pyramid:

https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/vietnam/ 4121
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total population: 1.01 male(s)/female (2023 est.)
Maternal mortality ratio

124 deaths/100,000 live births (2020 est.)
comparison ranking: 62

Infant mortality rate

total: 14.4 deaths/1,000 live births (2023 est.)
male: 14.8 deaths/1,000 live births
female: 14.1 deaths/1,000 live births
comparison ranking: total 99

Life expectancy at birth

total population: 75.8 years (2023 est.)
male: 73.2 years

female: 78.6 years

comparison ranking: total population 116
Total fertility rate

2.04 children born/woman (2023 est.)
comparison ranking: 102

Gross reproduction rate

0.97 (2023 est.)

Contraceptive prevalence rate
72.8% (2020)

Drinking water source

improved: urban: 99.2% of population
rural: 95.5% of population

total: 96.9% of population

unimproved: urban: 0.8% of population
rural: 4.5% of population

total: 3.1% of population (2020 est.)
Current health expenditure

4.7% of GDP (2020)

Physicians density

0.83 physicians/1,000 population (2016)
Hospital bed density

3.2 beds/1,000 population (2013)
Sanitation facility access

improved: urban: 98.7% of population
rural: 90% of population

total: 93.3% of population

https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/vietnam/ 6/21
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women married by age 15: 1.1%

women married by age 18: 14.6%

men married by age 18: 1.9% (2021 est.)
Education expenditures

4.1% of GDP (2020 est.)
comparison ranking: 113

Literacy

definition: age 15 and over can read and write
total population: 95.8%
male: 97%

female: 94.6% (2019)

ENVIRONMENT

Environment - current issues

logging and slash-and-burn agricultural practices contribute to deforestation and soil degradation; water pollution and
overfishing threaten marine life populations; groundwater contamination limits potable water supply; air pollution;
growing urban industrialization and population migration are rapidly degrading environment in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh
City

Environment - international agreements

party to: Biodiversity, Climate Change, Climate Change-Kyoto Protocol, Climate Change-Paris Agreement,
Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban, Desertification, Endangered Species, Environmental Modification, Hazardous
Wastes, Law of the Sea, Ozone Layer Protection, Ship Pollution, Tropical Timber 2006, Wetlands

signed, but not ratified: none of the selected agreements
Climate

tropical in south; monsoonal in north with hot, rainy season (May to September) and warm, dry season (October to
March)

Land use

agricultural land: 34.8% (2018 est.)
arable land: 20.6% (2018 est.)
permanent crops: 12.1% (2018 est.)
permanent pasture: 2.1% (2018 est.)
forest: 45% (2018 est.)

other: 20.2% (2018 est.)
Urbanization

urban population: 39.5% of total population (2023)

rate of urbanization: 2.7% annual rate of change (2020-25 est.)
Revenue from forest resources

1.49% of GDP (2018 est.)
comparison ranking: 43

Revenue from coal

0.35% of GDP (2018 est.)

https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/vietnam/ 8/21
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comparison ranking: 16

Air pollutants

particulate matter emissions: 20.89 micrograms per cubic meter (2019 est.)
carbon dioxide emissions: 192.67 megatons (2016 est.)

methane emissions: 110.4 megatons (2020 est.)
Waste and recycling

municipal solid waste generated annually: 9,570,300 tons (2011 est.)
municipal solid waste recycled annually: 2,201,169 tons (2014 est.)

percent of municipal solid waste recycled: 23% (2014 est.)
Major rivers (by length in km)

So6ng Tién Giang (Mekong) river mouth (shared with China [s], Burma, Laocs, Thailand, Cambodia) - 4,350 km; Pearl river
source (shared with China [m]) - 2,200 km; Red river mouth (shared with China [s]) - 1,149 km note — [s] after country
name indicates river source; [m] after country name indicates river mouth

Major watersheds (area sq km)
Pacific Ocean drainage: Mekong (805,604 sq km)
Total water withdrawal

municipal: 1.21 billion cubic meters (2020 est.)
industrial: 3.07 billion cubic meters (2020 est.)

agricultural: 77.75 billion cubic meters (2020 est.)
Total renewable water resources

884.12 billion cubic meters (2020 est.)

GOVERNMENT

Country name

conventional long form: Socialist Republic of Vietham

conventional short form: Vietnam

local long form: Cong Hoa Xa Hoi Chu Nghia Viet Nam

local short form: Viet Nam

former: Democratic Republic of Vietnam (North Vietnam), Republic of Vietnam (South Vietnam)
abbreviation: SRV

etymology: "Viet nam" translates as "Viet south," where "Viet" is an ethnic self identification dating to a second century
B.C. kingdom and "nam" refers to its location in relation to other Viet kingdoms

Government type
communist state
Capital

name: Hanoi (Ha Noi)

geographic coordinates: 21 02 N, 10551 E

time difference: UTC+7 (12 hours ahead of Washington, DC, during Standard Time)

https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/vietnam/ 9/21
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etymology: the city has had many names in its history going back to A.D. 1010 when it first became the capital of
imperial Vietnam; in 1831, it received its current name of Ha Noi, meaning "between the rivers," which refers to its
geographic location

Administrative divisions

58 provinces (tinh, singular and plural) and 5 municipalities (thanh pho, singular and plural)

provinces: An Giang, Bac Giang, Bac Kan, Bac Lieu, Bac Ninh, Ba Ria-Vung Tau, Ben Tre, Binh Dinh, Binh Duong, Binh Phuoc, Binh
Thuan, Ca Mau, Cao Bang, Dak Lak, Dak Nong, Dien Bien, Dong Nai, Dong Thap, Gia Lai, Ha Giang, Ha Nam, Ha Tinh, Hai Duong,
Hau Giang, Hoa Binh, Hung Yen, Khanh Hoa, Kien Giang, Kon Tum, Lai Chau, Lam Dong, Lang Son, Lao Cai, Long An, Nam Dinh,
Nghe An, Ninh Binh, Ninh Thuan, Phu Tho, Phu Yen, Quang Binh, Quang Nam, Quang Ngai, Quang Ninh, Quang Tri, Soc Trang, Son
La, Tay Ninh, Thai Binh, Thai Nguyen, Thanh Hoa, Thua Thien-Hue, Tien Giang, Tra Vinh, Tuyen Quang, Vinh Long, Vinh Phuc, Yen
Bai

municipalities: Can Tho, Da Nang, Ha Noi (Hanoi), Hai Phong, Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon)
Independence

2 September 1945 (from France)

National holiday

Independence Day (National Day), 2 September (1945)

Constitution

history: several previous; latest adopted 28 November 2013, effective 1 January 2014

amendments: proposed by the president, by the National Assembly’s Standing Committee, or by at least two thirds of
the National Assembly membership; a decision to draft an amendment requires approval by at least a two-thirds majority
vote of the Assembly membership, followed by the formation of a constitutional drafting committee to write a draft and
collect citizens’ opinions; passage requires at least two-thirds majority of the Assembly membership; the Assembly can
opt to conduct a referendum

Legal system

civil law system; note - the civil code of 2005 reflects a European-style civil law
International law organization participation

has not submitted an ICJ jurisdiction declaration; non-party state to the ICCt
Citizenship

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Vietham
dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Suffrage

18 years of age; universal

Executive branch

chief of state: President Vo Van THUONG (since 2 March 2023)

head of government: Prime Minister Pham Minh CHINH (since 26 July 2021)

cabinet: Cabinet proposed by the prime minister, confirmed by the National Assembly, and appointed by the president
elections/appointments: president indirectly elected by the National Assembly from among its members for a single 5-
year term; prime minister recommended by the president and confirmed by the National Assembly; deputy prime

ministers confirmed by the National Assembly and appointed by the president

election results:
2021: Nguyen Xuan PHUC (CPV) elected president; Pham Minh CHINH (CPV) confirmed as prime minister

2018: NGUYEN Phu TRONG (CPV) elected president

https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/vietnam/ 10/21
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2016: NGUYEN Xuan PHUC (CPV) confirmed as prime minister
note: Nguyen Phu TRONG is the General Secretary of the Vietham Communist Party
Legislative branch

description: unicameral National Assembly or Quoc Hoi (500 seats - number following 2021 election - 499; members
directly elected in multi-seat constituencies by absolute majority vote; members serve 5-year terms)

elections: last held on 23 May 2021 (next to be held in spring 2026)

election results: percent of vote in 2016 election by party -CPV 95.8%, non-party members 4.2%, seats by party - CPV
474, non-party CPV-approved 20, self-nominated 2; note - 494 candidates elected, 2 CPV candidates-elect were
disqualified; composition - men 364, women 122, percent of women 26.6%

Judicial branch

highest court(s): Supreme People's Court (consists of the chief justice and 13 judges)

judge selection and term of office: chief justice elected by the National Assembly upon the recommendation of the
president for a 5-year, renewable term; deputy chief justice appointed by the president from among the judges for a 5-
year term; judges appointed by the president and confirmed by the National Assembly for 5-year terms

subordinate courts: High Courts (administrative, civil, criminal, economic, labor, family, juvenile); provincial courts;

district courts; Military Court; note - the National Assembly Standing Committee can establish special tribunals upon the
recommendation of the chief justice

Political parties and leaders

Communist Party of Vietham or CPV [General Secretary Nguyen Phu TRONG]

note: other parties proscribed
International organization participation

ADB, APEC, ARF, ASEAN, CICA, CP, EAS, FAO, G-77, IAEA, IBRD, ICAO, ICC (NGOs), ICRM, IDA, IFAD, IFC, IFRCS,
ILO, IMF, IMO, IMSO, Interpol, IOC, IOM, IPU, ISO, ITSO, ITU, MIGA, NAM, OIF, OPCW, PCA, UN, UNCTAD,
UNESCO, UNIDO, UNWTO, UPU, WCO, WFTU (NGQOs), WHO, WIPO, WMO, WTO

Diplomatic representation in the US

chief of mission: Ambassador Nguyen Quoc DUNG (since 19 April 2022)
chancery: 1233 20th Street NW, Suite 400, Washington, DC 20036
telephone: [1] (202) 861-0737

FAX: [1] (202) 861-0917

email address and website:
vanphong@vietnamembassy.us

http://viethamembassy-usa.org/
consulate(s) general: Houston, San Francisco

consulate(s): New York
Diplomatic representation from the US

chief of mission: Ambassador Marc KNAPPER (since 11 February 2022)
embassy: 7 Lang Ha Street, Hanoi

mailing address: 4550 Hanoi Place, Washington, DC 20521-4550
telephone: [84] (24) 3850-5000

FAX: [84] (24) 3850-5010

https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/vietnam/ 11/21
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email address and website:
ACShanoi@state.gov

https://vn.usembassy.gov/

consulate(s) general: Ho Chi Minh City
Flag description

red field with a large yellow five-pointed star in the center; red symbolizes revolution and blood, the five-pointed star
represents the five elements of the populace - peasants, workers, intellectuals, traders, and soldiers - that unite to build
socialism

National symbol(s)
yellow, five-pointed star on red field; lotus blossom; national colors: red, yellow
National anthem

name: "Tien quan ca" (The Song of the Marching Troops)
lyrics/music: Nguyen Van CAO

note: adopted as the national anthem of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam in 1945; it became the national anthem of
the unified Socialist Republic of Vietnam in 1976; although it consists of two verses, only the first is used as the official
anthem

National heritage

total World Heritage Sites: 8 (5 cultural, 2 natural, 1 mixed)

selected World Heritage Site locales: Complex of Hué Monuments (c); Ha Long Bay (n); Hoi An Ancient Town (c); My
Son Sanctuary (c); Phong Nha-Ke Bang National Park (n); Imperial Citadel of Thang Long - Hanoi (c); Citadel of the Ho
Dynasty (c); Trang An Landscape Complex (m)

ECONOMY
Economic overview

lower middle-income socialist East Asian economy:; rapid economic growth since B&i M&i reforms; strong investment
and productivity growth; tourism and manufacturing hub; TPP signatory; declining poverty aside from ethnic minorities;
systemic corruption

Real GDP (purchasing power parity)

$1.036 trillion (2021 est.)
$1.01 trillion (2020 est.)
$981.903 billion (2019 est.)

note: data are in 2017 dollars
comparison ranking: 26

Real GDP growth rate

2.56% (2021 est.)
2.87% (2020 est.)
7.36% (2019 est.)

comparison ranking: 153
Real GDP per capita

$10,600 (2021 est.)
$10,500 (2020 est.)
$10,300 (2019 est.)

note: data are in 2017 dollars
comparison ranking: 142

GDP (official exchange rate)

https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/vietnam/ 12/21
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$259.957 billion (2019 est.)

Inflation rate (consumer prices)

1.83% (2021 est.)
3.22% (2020 est.)
2.8% (2019 est.)

comparison ranking: 165
Credit ratings
Fitch rating: BB (2018)

Moody's rating: Ba3 (2018)
Standard & Poors rating: BB (2019)

note: The year refers to the year in which the current credit rating was first obtained.
GDP - composition, by sector of origin

agriculture: 15.3% (2017 est.)

industry: 33.3% (2017 est.)

services: 51.3% (2017 est.)

comparison rankings: services 173; industry 53; agriculture 65

GDP - composition, by end use

household consumption: 66.9% (2017 est.)
government consumption: 6.5% (2017 est.)
investment in fixed capital: 24.2% (2017 est.)
investment in inventories: 2.8% (2017 est.)
exports of goods and services: 100% (2017 est.)

imports of goods and services: -101% (2017 est.)

Agricultural products

rice, vegetables, sugar cane, cassava, maize, pork, fruit, bananas, coffee, coconuts
Industries

food processing, garments, shoes, machine-building; mining, coal, steel; cement, chemical fertilizer, glass, tires, oil,
mobile phones

Industrial production growth rate

3.58% (2021 est.)
comparison ranking: 109

Labor force

56.203 million (2021 est.)
comparison ranking: 12

Unemployment rate

2.17% (2021 est.)
2.39% (2020 est.)
2.04% (2019 est.)

comparison ranking: 210

Youth unemployment rate (ages 15-24)

https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/vietnam/
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total: 7.2% (2021 est.)

male: 7.1%

female: 7.5%

comparison ranking: total 177

Population below poverty line

6.7% (2018 est.)

Gini Index coefficient - distribution of family income

35.7 (2018 est.)
comparison ranking: 93

Average household expenditures

on food: 38.8% of household expenditures (2018 est.)

on alcohol and tobacco: 2.3% of household expenditures (2018 est.)
Household income or consumption by percentage share

lowest 10%: 2.7%

highest 10%: 26.8% (2014)
Budget
revenues: $64.895 billion (2019 est.)

expenditures: $75.834 billion (2019 est.)
Budget surplus (+) or deficit (-)

-6.7% (of GDP) (2017 est.)

comparison ranking: 191

Public debt

58.5% of GDP (2017 est.)
59.9% of GDP (2016 est.)

note: official data; data cover general government debt and include debt instruments issued (or owned) by government
entities other than the treasury; the data include treasury debt held by foreign entities; the data include debt issued by
subnational entities, as well as intragovernmental debt; intragovernmental debt consists of treasury borrowings from
surpluses in the social funds, such as for retirement, medical care, and unemployment; debt instruments for the social
funds are not sold at public auctions

comparison ranking: 84
Taxes and other revenues

24 8% (of GDP) (2017 est.)
comparison ranking: 49

Fiscal year
calendar year
Current account balance

-$3.812 billion (2021 est.)
$15.06 billion (2020 est.)
$13.101 billion (2019 est.)

comparison ranking: 178
Exports

$339.984 billion (2021 est.) note: data are in current year dollars
$290.229 billion (2020 est.) note: data are in current year dollars

https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/vietnam/
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$280.826 billion (2019 est.)
comparison ranking: 23

Exports - partners

US 28%, China 17%, South Korea 6%, Japan 6%, Hong Kong 4% (2021)

Exports - commodities

broadcasting equipment, telephones, integrated circuits, office machinery, footwear, furniture (2021)
Imports

$338.021 billion (2021 est.) note: data are in current year dollars
$269.808 billion (2020 est.) note: data are in current year dollars
$261.683 billion (2019 est.)

comparison ranking: 21

Imports - partners

China 39%, South Korea 17%, Japan 5%, Taiwan 4%, Thailand 4% (2021)

Imports - commodities

integrated circuits, telephones, clothing and apparel, broadcasting accessories, refined petroleum, iron sheeting (2021)
Reserves of foreign exchange and gold

$109.371 billion (31 December 2021 est.)
$94.834 billion (31 December 2020 est.)
$78.335 billion (31 December 2019 est.)

comparison ranking: 27
Debt - external

$96.58 billion (31 December 2017 est.)
$84.34 billion (31 December 2016 est.)

comparison ranking: 58
Exchange rates

dong (VND) per US dollar -

Exchange rates:
23,159.783 (2021 est.)
23,208.368 (2020 est.)
23,050.242 (2019 est.)
22,602.05 (2018 est.)
22,370.087 (2017 est.)

ENERGY

Electricity access

electrification - total population: 100% (2021)

Electricity

installed generating capacity: 65.283 million kW (2020 est.)

consumption: 199,846,440,000 kWh (2019 est.)
exports: 2.067 billion kWh (2019 est.)
imports: 3.316 billion kWh (2019 est.)

transmission/distribution losses: 15.479 billion kWh (2019 est.)

comparison rankings: installed generating capacity 20; transmission/distribution losses 26; imports 49; exports 51;
consumption 22

Electricity generation sources
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fossil fuels: 70.7% of total installed capacity (2020 est.)

nuclear: 0% of total installed capacity (2020 est.)
solar: 2.4% of total installed capacity (2020 est.)

wind: 0.4% of total installed capacity (2020 est.)

Vietnam - The World Factbook

hydroelectricity: 25.2% of total installed capacity (2020 est.)

tide and wave: 0% of total installed capacity (2020 est.)

geothermal: 0% of total installed capacity (2020 est.)

biomass and waste: 1.4% of total installed capacity (2020 est.)

Coal
production: 47.789 million metric tons (2020 est.)

consumption: 80.568 million metric tons (2020 est.)
exports: 902,000 metric tons (2020 est.)
imports: 55 million metric tons (2020 est.)

proven reserves: 3.36 billion metric tons (2019 est.)
Petroleum

total petroleum production: 197,700 bbl/day (2021 est.)

refined petroleum consumption: 495,500 bbl/day (2019 est.)

crude oil and lease condensate exports: 66,900 bbl/day (2018 est.)

crude oil and lease condensate imports: 103,500 bbl/day (2018 est.)

crude oil estimated reserves: 4.4 billion barrels (2021 est.)

Refined petroleum products - production

153,800 bbl/day (2015 est.)
comparison ranking: 58

Refined petroleum products - exports

25,620 bbl/day (2015 est.)
comparison ranking: 67

Refined petroleum products - imports

282,800 bbl/day (2015 est.)
comparison ranking: 25

Natural gas

production: 8,438,095,000 cubic meters (2019 est.)
consumption: 8,438,095,000 cubic meters (2019 est.)
exports: 0 cubic meters (2021 est.)

imports: 0 cubic meters (2021 est.)

proven reserves: 699.425 billion cubic meters (2021 est.)

Carbon dioxide emissions

https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/vietnam/
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249.929 million metric tonnes of CO2 (2019 est.)

from coal and metallurgical coke: 165.775 million metric tonnes of CO2 (2019 est.)
from petroleum and other liquids: 67.775 million metric tonnes of CO2 (2019 est.)

from consumed natural gas: 16.379 million metric tonnes of CO2 (2019 est.)
comparison ranking: total emissions 27

Energy consumption per capita

36.392 million Btu/person (2019 est.)
comparison ranking: 113

COMMUNICATIONS

Telephones - fixed lines

total subscriptions: 3.1 million (2021 est.)

subscriptions per 100 inhabitants: 3 (2021 est.)
comparison ranking: total subscriptions 39

Telephones - mobile cellular

total subscriptions: 140 million (2021 est.)

subscriptions per 100 inhabitants: 140 (2021 est.)
comparison ranking: total subscriptions 12

Telecommunication systems

general assessment: even with Covid-19 pandemic-related mobility restrictions in place, Vietham’s economy has
continued to outperform the rest of the region in 2020 and 2021; the telecom sector essentially spent most of this period
in a holding pattern, focusing on maintaining service throughout the crisis while preparing for some major changes to
come in the mobile market in 2022; both fixed-line telephony and mobile have experienced small drops in subscriber
numbers since the start of the pandemic, but the similarities between the two markets end there; fixed-line teledensity
continued its downwards trajectory towards virtual oblivion, with just 3% penetration (around 3 million subscribers) at the
start of 2021; the mobile market has lost about the same number of subscribers since the end of 2019, but has been
sitting on much higher penetration levels around 130% for many years; growth is expected to kick in again in 2022
following the anticipated launch of commercial 5G mobile services along with a range of government-led schemes to
move consumers completely off 2G and 3G; one example is the planned redistribution of GSM/3G bandwidth to LTE; in
addition to propelling Vietnam into having one of the most advanced mobile markets in the world, this should also spur
on the mobile broadband segment; with a penetration level of just over 70%, mobile broadband has considerable room
to grow; increasing economic prosperity coupled with the latest smartphone technology and networks should see mobile
broadband underwriting the country’s telecommunications sector for at least the next few years; this report includes the
regulator's market data to July 2021, telcos' financial and operating data updates to June 2021, Telecom Maturity Index
charts and analyses, assessment of the global impact of Covid-19 on the telecoms sector, and other recent market
developments (2021)

domestic: fixed-line is 3 per 100 and mobile-cellular is 140 per 100 (2021)

international: country code - 84; landing points for the SeaMeWe-3, APG, SJC2, AAE-1, AAG and the TGN-IA
submarine cable system providing connectivity to Europe, Africa, the Middle East, Asia, Southeast Asia, Australia, and
the US; satellite earth stations - 2 Intersputnik (Indian Ocean region) (2020)

Broadcast media

government controls all broadcast media exercising oversight through the Ministry of Information and Communication
(MIC); government-controlled national TV provider, Vietnam Television (VTV), operates a network of several channels
with regional broadcasting centers; programming is relayed nationwide via a network of provincial and municipal TV
stations; law limits access to satellite TV but many households are able to access foreign programming via home
satellite equipment; government-controlled Voice of Vietnam, the national radio broadcaster, broadcasts on several
channels and is repeated on AM, FM, and shortwave stations throughout Vietnam (2018)

Internet country code
vn

https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/vietnam/ 17/21
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Internet users

total: 71.78 million (2021 est.)

percent of population: 74% (2021 est.)
comparison ranking: total 12
Broadband - fixed subscriptions
total: 16,699,249 (2020 est.)

subscriptions per 100 inhabitants: 17 (2020 est.)
comparison ranking: total 14

TRANSPORTATION

National air transport system

number of registered air carriers: 5 (2020)
inventory of registered aircraft operated by air carriers: 224
annual passenger traffic on registered air carriers: 47,049,671 (2018)

annual freight traffic on registered air carriers: 481.37 million (2018) mt-km
Civil aircraft registration country code prefix

VN

Airports

45 (2021)
comparison ranking: total 96

Airports - with paved runways

38

note: paved runways have a concrete or asphalt surface but not all have facilities for refueling, maintenance, or air traffic
control; the length of a runway required for aircraft to safely operate depends on a number of factors including the type of
aircraft, the takeoff weight (including passengers, cargo, and fuel), engine types, flap settings, landing speed, elevation
of the airport, and average maximum daily air temperature; paved runways can reach a length of 5,000 m (16,000 ft.),
but the “typical” length of a commercial airline runway is between 2,500-4,000 m (8,000-13,000 ft.)

Airports - with unpaved runways

7

note: unpaved runways have a surface composition such as grass or packed earth and are most suited to the operation
of light aircraft; unpaved runways are usually short, often less than 1,000 m (3,280 ft.) in length; airports with unpaved
runways often lack facilities for refueling, maintenance, or air traffic control

Heliports
1(2021)
Pipelines

72 km condensate, 398 km condensate/gas, 955 km gas, 128 km oil, 33 km oil/gas/water, 206 km refined products, 13
km water (2013)

Railways

total: 2,600 km (2014)
standard gauge: 178 km (2014) 1.435-m gauge; 253 km mixed gauge

narrow gauge: 2,169 km (2014) 1.000-m gauge
comparison ranking: total 64
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Roadways

total: 195,468 km (2013)
paved: 148,338 km (2013)
unpaved: 47,130 km (2013)
comparison ranking: total 28

Waterways

47,130 km (2011) (30,831 km weight under 50 tons)
comparison ranking: 3

Merchant marine

total: 1,975 (2022)

by type: bulk carrier 116, container ship 42, general cargo 1,194, oil tanker 137, other 486
comparison ranking: total 12

Ports and terminals

major seaport(s): Cam Pha Port, Da Nang, Haiphong, Phu My, Quy Nhon
container port(s) (TEUs): Saigon (7,956,133), Cai Mep (5,385,289), Haiphong (5,695,839) (2021)

river port(s): Ho Chi Minh (Mekong)

MILITARY AND SECURITY

Military and security forces

People's Army of Vietham (PAVN; aka Vietnam People's Army, VPA): Ground Forces, Navy (includes naval infantry), Air
Force and Air Defense, Border Defense Force, Vietham Coast Guard

Vietnam People's Public Security Ministry; Vietham Civil Defense Force (2023)

note 1: the People's Public Security Ministry is responsible for internal security and controls the national police, a special
national security investigative agency, and other internal security units, including specialized riot police regiments

note 2: the Vietnam Coast Guard was established in 1998 as the Vietnam Marine Police and renamed in 2013; Vietnam
officially established a maritime self-defense force (civilian militia) in 2010 after the National Assembly passed the Law
on Militia and Self-Defense Forces in 2009; the Vietnam Fisheries Resources Surveillance (VFRS), established in 2013,
is responsible for patrolling, monitoring for fishing violations, and carrying out fishery inspections; it is armed, allowed to
use force if necessary, and works in tandem with the Vietnam Coast Guard

Military expenditures

2.3% of GDP (2022 est.)
2.4% of GDP (2021 est.)
2.4% of GDP (2020 est.)
2.3% of GDP (2019 est.)
2.3% of GDP (2018 est.)

comparison ranking: 48
Military and security service personnel strengths

information is limited and varied; estimated 450,000 active-duty troops; estimated 40,000 Border Defense Force and
Coast Guard (2023)

Military equipment inventories and acquisitions

the PAVN is armed largely with weapons and equipment from Russia and the former Soviet Union; in recent years,
Russia has remained the most important supplier of newer PAVN military equipment, but Vietnam has diversified arms
purchases to include more than a dozen other countries including Belarus, Israel, the Netherlands, South Korea, and the
US; Vietnam has a limited domestic defense industry (2023)

Military service age and obligation
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18-27 years of age for compulsory and voluntary military service for men and women (in practice only men are drafted);
service obligation is between 24 (Army, Air Defense) and 36 (Navy and Air Force) months (2023)

Military deployments
190 Abyei/South Sudan/Sudan (UNISFA) (2023)
Military - note

the PAVN is the military arm of the ruling Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV) and responsible to the Central Military
Commission (CMC), the highest party organ on military policy; the CMC is led by the CPV General Secretary

the PAVN is one of the region’s largest militaries and has participated in numerous conflicts since its founding in the mid-
1940s, including the First (1946-54) and Second (1950s-1975) Indochina Wars, the Cambodian-Vietnamese War (1978-
1989), and the Sino-Vietnamese War (1979); the PAVN’s current missions include protecting the country's
independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity, and national interests; in recent years, it has increased focus on
protecting the country’s maritime economy and sovereignty; it also assists with natural disasters and is heavily involved
in economic projects, including electrical infrastructure, oil and gas services, hydroelectric projects, aviation and seaport
services, telecommunications, and the shipbuilding industry, while military-owned factories and enterprises produce
weapons and equipment; the Ground Forces are spread throughout the country in approximately eight regional
commands, four operational corps, and dozens of divisions and brigades, including some that are maintained at cadre
strength and filled in wartime by an estimated five million reserves; the Navy in recent years has received increased
government focus for procurement efforts because of the rise in territorial disputes in the South China Sea and has a
growing combat force of about 20 frigates, corvettes, and fast-attack surface vessels, plus eight attack submarines; the
Air Force has a mix of approximately 75 Soviet-era and Russian-made combat aircraft (2023)

SPACE
Space agency/agencies

Vietnam National Space Center (VNSC; established 2011; formerly known as the Vietnam National Satellite Center);
Space Technology Institute (STI; established 2006); both the VNSC and the ST operate under the Vietnamese Academy
of Science and Technology (VAST); Ministry of Science and Technology (2023)

Space program overview

has a growing space program focused on acquiring, operating, and exploiting satellites, as well as expanding domestic
capabilities in satellites and associated sub-system production, space sciences, and technology applications; builds and
operates communications and remote sensing satellites; conducting research and development on space science and
applied space technologies, such as advanced optics and space data exploitation; has worked closely with Japan’s
Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) and Japanese companies and universities on its space program since inception;
cooperation has included funding, loans, training, technical expertise, and data sharing; has also established
relationships with the space agencies or commercial space sectors of some European countries (such as France), India,
and the US (2023)

note: further details about the key activities, programs, and milestones of the country’s space program, as well as
government spending estimates on the space sector, appear in Appendix S

TRANSNATIONAL ISSUES

Disputes - international

Vietnam-Cambodia: Cambodia accuses Vietnam of a wide variety of illicit cross-border activities; issues include casinos built in
Cambodia near the border, narcotics trafficking, trafficking of women and children, petrol smuggling, illegal logging, and illegal
migration; progress on a joint development area with Cambodia is hampered by an unresolved dispute over sovereignty of offshore
islands; in December 2021, leaders from the two countries agreed to fully complete the remaining border demarcation and the
upgrading of border checkpoints

Vietnam-Cambodia-Laos: Cambodia and Laos protest Viethamese squatters and armed encroachments along border; Cambodia
accuses Vietnam of a wide variety of illicit cross-border activities

Vietnam-China: an estimated 300,000 Vietnamese refugees reside in China; the decade-long demarcation of the China-Vietnam land
boundary was completed in 2009; small territorial exchanges were made during the demarcation; China occupies the Paracel Islands
also claimed by Vietnam and Taiwan; cross border trafficking in women and children and illegal wildlife trade are problems along this
border; In December 2021, China tightened its border controls over COVID concerns, restricting an important trade route for Vietham

Vietnam-Laos: Laos opened a strategically important international border crossing with Vietnam in 2021, which will shorten the
distance for goods and people transiting between Thailand and Vietnam

Refugees and internally displaced persons
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stateless persons: 35,475 (2022); note - Vietnam's stateless ethnic Chinese Cambodian population dates to the 1970s
when thousands of Cambodians fled to Vietnam to escape the Khmer Rouge and were no longer recognized as
Cambodian citizens; Vietnamese women who gave up their citizenship to marry foreign men have found themselves
stateless after divorcing and returning home to Vietnam; the government addressed this problem in 2009, and
Vietnamese women are beginning to reclaim their citizenship

Trafficking in persons

tier rating: Tier 2 Watch List — Vietnam does not fully meet the minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking but
is making significant efforts to do so; the government made key achievements during the reporting period, therefore
Vietnam was upgraded to Tier 2 Watch List; Vietnam initiated more investigations, prosecuted and convicted more
traffickers, increased international law enforcement cooperation, and initiated criminal proceedings against allegedly
complicit officials; officials also identified and assisted more victims and implemented protection for overseas workers;
despite these achievements, the government did not proactively identify trafficking victims forced to work in cyber scams
or provide services, including foreign national victims in Vietnam; authorities inspected thousands of the most at-risk
establishments for sex trafficking but only identified two victims (2023)

trafficking profile: human traffickers exploit domestic and foreign victims in Vietnam, as well as Viethamese abroad;
55% of workers work in the informal economy where labor laws are not effectively enforced, increasing vulnerability to
trafficking; Vietnamese men and women who migrate abroad, using illicit brokerage networks operated by Vietnamese
nationals based abroad or state-owned or state-regulated recruitment enterprises, are vulnerable to debt bondage or
other forms of exploitation; victims are subjected to forced labor in construction, agriculture, mining, maritime industries,
logging, and manufacturing primarily in Japan, Laos, Malaysia, South Korea, and in some parts of the Middle East, the
UK, and other countries in Europe; reports have increased of Vietnamese labor trafficking victims in Taiwan, continental
Europe, the Middle East, Africa, and in Pacific maritime industries; Viethamese traffickers, including members of
Vietnam’s diplomatic service, reportedly have exploited Vietnamese nationals in forced labor in Saudi Arabia; many
Vietnamese are subjected to forced labor under the auspices of Japan’s Technical Intern Training Program and in
agricultural education programs in Israel; other Vietnamese are exploited at Chinese-owned factories associated with
China’s Belt and Road Initiative in the Balkan region; widespread social stigma increases LGBTQI+ individuals’
vulnerability to trafficking; traffickers lure Viethamese women and children with fraudulent job opportunities and send
them to brothels on the borders of Cambodia, China, and Laos or elsewhere in Asia, West Africa, and Europe;
Vietnamese women and girls are also exploited in sex trafficking in Vietnam, as well as Burma; sometimes family
members or small-scale networks exploit Viethamese men, women, and children—including street children and children
with disabilities—in forced labor; child sex tourists from Asia, the UK, other countries in Europe, Australia, Canada, and
the US exploit children in Vietnam (2023)

lllicit drugs

a transshipment and destination country for all types of illegal drugs; most transshipments destined for other Asian countries and not
the United States; heroin transits from Thailand, Laos, and Burma for domestic use and shipping to r countries in Southeast Asia,
Oceania, China and Taiwan; methamphetamine and amphetamine type stimulants from Burma locally consumed and shipped; South
American cocaine locally consumed and distributed to Southeast Asia and Oceania
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Terrain

mostly mountains, high plateaus, deserts in west; plains, deltas, and hills in east
Elevation

highest point: Mount Everest (highest peak in Asia and highest point on earth above sea level) 8,849 m
lowest point: Turpan Pendi (Turfan Depression) -154 m

mean elevation: 1,840 m
Natural resources

coal, iron ore, helium, petroleum, natural gas, arsenic, bismuth, cobalt, cadmium, ferrosilicon, gallium, germanium,
hafnium, indium, lithium, mercury, tantalum, tellurium, tin, titanium, tungsten, antimony, manganese, magnesium,
molybdenum, selenium, strontium, vanadium, magnetite, aluminum, lead, zinc, rare earth elements, uranium,
hydropower potential (world's largest), arable land

Land use

agricultural land: 54.7% (2018 est.)
arable land: 11.3% (2018 est.)
permanent crops: 1.6% (2018 est.)
permanent pasture: 41.8% (2018 est.)
forest: 22.3% (2018 est.)

other: 23% (2018 est.)
Irrigated land

690,070 sq km (2012)
Major lakes (area sq km)

fresh water lake(s): Dongting Hu - 3,100 sq km; Poyang Hu - 3,350 sq km; Hongze Hu - 2,700 sq km; Tai Hu - 2,210 sq
km; Hulun Nur - 1,590

salt water lake(s): Quinghai Hu - 4,460 sq km; Nam Co - 2,500 sq km; Siling Co - 1,860 sq km; Tangra Yumco - 1,400
sq km; Bosten Hu 1,380 sq km

Major rivers (by length in km)

Yangtze - 6,300 km; Huang He - 5,464 km; Amur river source (shared with Mongolia and Russia [m]) - 4,444 km;
Lancang Jiang (Mekong) river source (shared with Burma, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam [m]) - 4,350 km;
Yarlung Zangbo Jiang (Brahmaputra) river source (shared with India and Bangladesh [m]) - 3,969 km; Yin-tu Ho (Indus)
river source (shared with India and Pakistan [m]) - 3,610 km; Nu Jiang (Salween) river source (shared with Thailand and
Burma [m]) - 3,060 km; Irrawaddy river source (shared with Burma [m]) - 2,809 km; Zhu Jiang (Pearl) (shared with
Vietnam [s]) - 2,200 km; Yuan Jiang (Red river) source (shared with Vietnam [m]) - 1,149 km

note — [s] after country name indicates river source; [m] after country name indicates river mouth

Major watersheds (area sq km)

Pacific Ocean drainage: Amur (1,929,955 sq km), Huang He (944,970 sq km), Mekong (805,604 sq km), Yangtze
(1,722,193 sq km)

Indian Ocean drainage: Brahmaputra (651,335 sq km), Ganges (1,016,124 sq km), Indus (1,081,718 sq km), Irrawaddy
(413,710 sq km), Salween (271,914 sq km)

Arctic Ocean drainage: Ob (2,972,493 sq km)

Internal (endorheic basin) drainage: Tarim Basin (1,152,448 sq km), Amu Darya (534,739 sq km), Syr Darya (782,617 sq
km), Lake Balkash (510,015 sq km)

Major aquifers
North China Aquifer System (Huang Huai Hai Plain), Song-Liao Plain, Tarim Basin

Population distribution
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overwhelming majority of the population is found in the eastern half of the country; the west, with its vast mountainous
and desert areas, remains sparsely populated; though ranked first in the world in total population, overall density is less
than that of many other countries in Asia and Europe; high population density is found along the Yangtze and Yellow
River valleys, the Xi Jiang River delta, the Sichuan Basin (around Chengdu), in and around Beijing, and the industrial
area around Shenyang

Natural hazards

frequent typhoons (about five per year along southern and eastern coasts); damaging floods; tsunamis; earthquakes; droughts; land
subsidence

volcanism: China contains some historically active volcanoes including Changbaishan (also known as Baitoushan, Baegdu, or
P'aektu-san), Hainan Dao, and Kunlun although most have been relatively inactive in recent centuries

Geography - note
note 1: world's fourth largest country (after Russia, Canada, and US) and largest country situated entirely in Asia; Mount

Everest on the border with Nepal is the world's tallest peak above sea level

note 2: the largest cave chamber in the world is the Miao Room, in the Gebihe cave system at China's Ziyun Getu He
Chuandong National Park, which encloses some 10.78 million cu m (380.7 million cu ft) of volume; the world's largest
sinkhole is the Xiaoxhai Tiankeng sinkhole in Chongging Municipality, which is 660 m deep, with a volume of 130 million
cum

note 3: China appears to have been the center of domestication for two of the world's leading cereal crops: millet in the
north along the Yellow River and rice in the south along the lower or middle Yangtze River

PEOPLE AND SOCIETY
Population

1,413,142,846 (2023 est.)
comparison ranking: 1

Nationality

noun: Chinese (singular and plural)

adjective: Chinese
Ethnic groups

Han Chinese 91.1%, ethnic minorities 8.9% (includes Zhang, Hui, Manchu, Uighur, Miao, Yi, Tujia, Tibetan, Mongol,
Dong, Buyei, Yao, Bai, Korean, Hani, Li, Kazakh, Dai, and other nationalities) (2021 est.)

note: the PRC officially recognizes 56 ethnic groups
Languages

Standard Chinese or Mandarin (official; Putonghua, based on the Beijing dialect), Yue (Cantonese), Wu (Shanghainese),
Minbei (Fuzhou), Minnan (Hokkien-Taiwanese), Xiang, Gan, Hakka dialects, minority languages (see Ethnic groups
entry); note - Zhuang is official in Guangxi Zhuang, Yue is official in Guangdong, Mongolian is official in Nei Mongol,
Uyghur is official in Xinjiang Uygur, Kyrgyz is official in Xinjiang Uyghur, and Tibetan is official in Xizang (Tibet)

major-language sample(s):

HEER - ATRPIEARBEZKIR (Standard Chinese)

The World Factbook, the indispensable source for basic information.
Mandarin audio sample:

Religions

folk religion 21.9%, Buddhist 18.2%, Christian 5.1%, Muslim 1.8%, Hindu < 0.1%, Jewish < 0.1%, other 0.7% (includes
Daoist (Taoist)), unaffiliated 52.1% (2021 est.)

note: officially atheist

Age structure
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29.211 million Shanghai, 21.766 million BEIJING (capital), 17.341 million Chongqing, 14.284 million Guangzhou, 14.239
million Tianjin, 13.073 million Shenzhen (2023)

Sex ratio

at birth: 1.09 male(s)/female

0-14 years: 1.14 male(s)/female

15-64 years: 1.06 male(s)/female

65 years and over: 0.86 male(s)/female

total population: 1.04 male(s)/female (2023 est.)
Maternal mortality ratio

23 deaths/100,000 live births (2020 est.)
comparison ranking: 117

Infant mortality rate

total: 6.5 deaths/1,000 live births (2023 est.)
male: 6.9 deaths/1,000 live births

female: 6 deaths/1,000 live births
comparison ranking: total 163

Life expectancy at birth

total population: 78.2 years (2023 est.)

male: 75.5 years

female: 81.2 years
comparison ranking: total population 77

Total fertility rate

1.45 children born/woman (2023 est.)
comparison ranking: 206

Gross reproduction rate

0.69 (2023 est.)

Contraceptive prevalence rate
84.5% (2017)

Drinking water source

improved: urban: 97.3% of population
rural: 91.5% of population

total: 95.1% of population

unimproved: urban: 2.7% of population
rural: 8.5% of population

total: 4.9% of population (2020 est.)
Current health expenditure
5.6% of GDP (2020)

Physicians density

https://iwww.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/china/ 6/24



12/19/23, 4:20 PM China - The World Factbook
2.23 physicians/1,000 population (2019)

Hospital bed density
4.3 beds/1,000 population (2017)
Sanitation facility access

improved: urban: 97.6% of population
rural: 90.6% of population

total: 94.9% of population

unimproved: urban: 2.4% of population
rural: 9.4% of population

total: 5.1% of population (2020 est.)
Major infectious diseases

degree of risk: high (2023)
food or waterborne diseases: bacterial diarrhea, hepatitis A, and typhoid fever

vectorborne diseases: Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever, dengue fever, Japanese encephalitis, severe fever
thrombocytopenia syndrome (SFTS)

soil contact diseases: hantaviral hemorrhagic fever with renal syndrome (HFRS)
Obesity - adult prevalence rate

6.2% (2016)
comparison ranking: 169

Alcohol consumption per capita

total: 4.48 liters of pure alcohol (2019 est.)

beer: 1.66 liters of pure alcohol (2019 est.)

wine: 0.18 liters of pure alcohol (2019 est.)
spirits: 2.63 liters of pure alcohol (2019 est.)
other alcohols: 0 liters of pure alcohol (2019 est.)
comparison ranking: total 89

Tobacco use

total: 25.6% (2020 est.)
male: 49.4% (2020 est.)
female: 1.7% (2020 est.)
comparison ranking: total 44

Children under the age of 5 years underweight

2.4% (2013)
comparison ranking: 100

Currently married women (ages 15-49)
75.9% (2023 est.)
Child marriage

women married by age 15: 0.1%
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women married by age 18: 2.8%
men married by age 18: 0.7% (2020 est.)
Education expenditures

3.6% of GDP (2020 est.)
comparison ranking: 133

Literacy

definition: age 15 and over can read and write
total population: 96.8%
male: 98.5%

female: 95.2% (2018)
School life expectancy (primary to tertiary education)

total: 14 years
male: 14 years

female: 14 years (2015)
People - note

in October 2015, the Chinese Government announced that it would change its rules to allow all couples to have two
children, loosening a 1979 mandate that restricted many couples to one child; the new policy was implemented on 1
January 2016 to address China’s rapidly aging population and future economic needs

ENVIRONMENT

Environment - current issues

air pollution (greenhouse gases, sulfur dioxide particulates) from reliance on coal produces acid rain; China is the world's
largest single emitter of carbon dioxide from the burning of fossil fuels; water shortages, particularly in the north; water
pollution from untreated wastes; coastal destruction due to land reclamation, industrial development, and aquaculture;
deforestation and habitat destruction; poor land management leads to soil erosion, landslides, floods, droughts, dust
storms, and desertification; trade in endangered species

Environment - international agreements

party to: Antarctic-Environmental Protection, Antarctic-Marine Living Resources, Antarctic Treaty, Biodiversity, Climate
Change, Climate Change-Kyoto Protocol, Climate Change-Paris Agreement, Desertification, Endangered Species,
Environmental Modification, Hazardous Wastes, Law of the Sea, Marine Dumping-London Convention, Marine Dumping-
London Protocol, Ozone Layer Protection, Ship Pollution, Tropical Timber 2006, Wetlands, Whaling

signed, but not ratified: Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban
Climate

extremely diverse; tropical in south to subarctic in north
Land use

agricultural land: 54.7% (2018 est.)
arable land: 11.3% (2018 est.)
permanent crops: 1.6% (2018 est.)
permanent pasture: 41.8% (2018 est.)
forest: 22.3% (2018 est.)

other: 23% (2018 est.)

Urbanization
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urban population: 64.6% of total population (2023)

rate of urbanization: 1.78% annual rate of change (2020-25 est.)

note: data do not include Hong Kong and Macau
Revenue from forest resources

0.08% of GDP (2018 est.)
comparison ranking: 117

Revenue from coal

0.57% of GDP (2018 est.)
comparison ranking: 9

Air pollutants

particulate matter emissions: 38.15 micrograms per cubic meter (2019 est.)
carbon dioxide emissions: 9,893.04 megatons (2016 est.)

methane emissions: 1,490.24 megatons (2020 est.)

Waste and recycling

municipal solid waste generated annually: 210 million tons (2015 est.)
Major lakes (area sq km)

fresh water lake(s): Dongting Hu - 3,100 sq km; Poyang Hu - 3,350 sq km; Hongze Hu - 2,700 sq km; Tai Hu - 2,210 sq
km; Hulun Nur - 1,590

salt water lake(s): Quinghai Hu - 4,460 sq km; Nam Co - 2,500 sq km; Siling Co - 1,860 sq km; Tangra Yumco - 1,400
sq km; Bosten Hu 1,380 sq km

Major rivers (by length in km)

Yangtze - 6,300 km; Huang He - 5,464 km; Amur river source (shared with Mongolia and Russia [m]) - 4,444 km;
Lancang Jiang (Mekong) river source (shared with Burma, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam [m]) - 4,350 km;
Yarlung Zangbo Jiang (Brahmaputra) river source (shared with India and Bangladesh [m]) - 3,969 km; Yin-tu Ho (Indus)
river source (shared with India and Pakistan [m]) - 3,610 km; Nu Jiang (Salween) river source (shared with Thailand and
Burma [m]) - 3,060 km; Irrawaddy river source (shared with Burma [m]) - 2,809 km; Zhu Jiang (Pearl) (shared with
Vietnam [s]) - 2,200 km; Yuan Jiang (Red river) source (shared with Vietnam [m]) - 1,149 km

note — [s] after country name indicates river source; [m] after country name indicates river mouth

Major watersheds (area sq km)

Pacific Ocean drainage: Amur (1,929,955 sq km), Huang He (944,970 sq km), Mekong (805,604 sq km), Yangtze
(1,722,193 sq km)

Indian Ocean drainage: Brahmaputra (651,335 sq km), Ganges (1,016,124 sq km), Indus (1,081,718 sq km), Irrawaddy
(413,710 sq km), Salween (271,914 sq km)

Arctic Ocean drainage: Ob (2,972,493 sq km)

Internal (endorheic basin) drainage: Tarim Basin (1,152,448 sq km), Amu Darya (534,739 sq km), Syr Darya (782,617 sq
km), Lake Balkash (510,015 sq km)

Major aquifers
North China Aquifer System (Huang Huai Hai Plain), Song-Liao Plain, Tarim Basin
Total water withdrawal

municipal: 117.01 billion cubic meters (2020 est.)
industrial: 103.04 billion cubic meters (2020 est.)

agricultural: 361.24 billion cubic meters (2020 est.)
Total renewable water resources

2.84 trillion cubic meters (2020 est.)
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GOVERNMENT

Country name

conventional long form: People's Republic of China
conventional short form: China

local long form: Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo
local short form: Zhongguo

abbreviation: PRC

etymology: English name derives from the Qin (Chin) rulers of the 3rd century B.C., who comprised the first imperial
dynasty of ancient China; the Chinese name Zhongguo translates as "Central Nation" or "Middle Kingdom"

Government type

communist party-led state

Capital

name: Beijing

geographic coordinates: 39 55 N, 116 23 E

time difference: UTC+8 (13 hours ahead of Washington, DC, during Standard Time)

time zone note: China is the largest country (in terms of area) with just one time zone; before 1949 it was divided into
five

etymology: the Chinese meaning is "Northern Capital”

Administrative divisions

23 provinces (sheng, singular and plural), 5 autonomous regions (zizhiqu, singular and plural), 4 municipalities (shi, singular and
plural), and two special administrative regions (tebie xingzhengqu, singular and plural)

provinces: Anhui, Fujian, Gansu, Guangdong, Guizhou, Hainan, Hebei, Heilongjiang, Henan, Hubei, Hunan, Jiangsu, Jiangxi, Jilin,
Liaoning, Qinghai, Shaanxi, Shandong, Shanxi, Sichuan, Yunnan, Zhejiang; (see note on Taiwan)

autonomous regions: Guangxi, Nei Mongol (Inner Mongolia), Ningxia, Xinjiang Uyghur, Xizang (Tibet)
municipalities: Beijing, Chongqing, Shanghai, Tianjin

special administrative regions: Hong Kong, Macau

note: China considers Taiwan its 23rd province; see separate entries for the special administrative regions of Hong
Kong and Macau

Independence

1 October 1949 (People's Republic of China established); notable earlier dates: 221 B.C. (unification under the Qin
Dynasty); 1 January 1912 (Qing Dynasty replaced by the Republic of China)

National holiday
National Day (anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic of China), 1 October (1949)
Constitution

history: several previous; latest promulgated 4 December 1982

amendments: proposed by the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress or supported by more than one
fifth of the National People’s Congress membership; passage requires more than two-thirds majority vote of the
Congress membership; amended several times, last in 2018

Legal system

civil law influenced by Soviet and continental European civil law systems; legislature retains power to interpret statutes;
note - on 28 May 2020, the National People's Congress adopted the PRC Civil Code, which codifies personal relations
and property relations
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International law organization participation

has not submitted an ICJ jurisdiction declaration; non-party state to the ICCt
Citizenship
citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: least one parent must be a citizen of China
dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: while naturalization is theoretically possible, in practical terms it is extremely
difficult; residency is required but not specified

Suffrage
18 years of age; universal
Executive branch

chief of state: President Xl Jinping (since 14 March 2013); Vice President HAN Zheng (since 10 March 2023)
head of government: Premier LI Qiang (since 11 March 2023)
cabinet: State Council appointed by National People's Congress

elections/appointments: president and vice president indirectly elected by National People's Congress; election last
held on 10 March 2023 (next to be held in March 2028); premier nominated by president, confirmed by National People's
Congress

election results:
2023: X1 Jinping reelected president; National People's Congress vote - 2,952 (unanimously); HAN Zheng
elected vice president with 2,952 votes

2018: Xl Jinping reelected president; National People's Congress vote - 2,970 (unanimously); WANG Qishan elected
vice president with 2,969 votes

note: ultimate authority rests with the Communist Party Central Committee’s 25-member Political Bureau (Politburo) and
its seven-member Standing Committee; XI Jinping holds the three most powerful positions as party general secretary,
state president, and chairman of the Central Military Commission

Legislative branch

description: unicameral National People's Congress (NPC) or Quanguo Renmin Daibiao Dahui (maximum of 3,000
seats; members indirectly elected by municipal, regional, and provincial people's congresses, and the People's
Liberation Army; members serve 5-year terms); note - in practice, only members of the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP), its 8 allied independent parties, and CCP-approved independent candidates are elected

elections: the 14th NPC convened on 5 March 2023; the 15th NPC will convene in March 2028

election results: percent of vote - NA; seats by party - NA; the 14th NPC consists of 2,977 delegates; 2,187 men; 790
women (26.5%)

Judicial branch

highest court(s): Supreme People's Court (consists of over 340 judges, including the chief justice and 13 grand justices
organized into a civil committee and tribunals for civil, economic, administrative, complaint and appeal, and
communication and transportation cases)

judge selection and term of office: chief justice appointed by the People's National Congress (NPC); limited to 2
consecutive 5-year-terms; other justices and judges nominated by the chief justice and appointed by the Standing
Committee of the NPC; term of other justices and judges determined by the NPC

subordinate courts: Higher People's Courts; Intermediate People's Courts; District and County People's Courts;
Autonomous Region People's Courts; International Commercial Courts; Special People's Courts for military, maritime,
transportation, and forestry issues

Political parties and leaders
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Chinese Communist Party or CCP [XI Jinping]
note: China has 8 nominally independent small parties controlled by the CCP
International organization participation

ADB, AfDB (nonregional member), APEC, Arctic Council (observer), ARF, ASEAN (dialogue partner), BIS, BRICS, CDB,
CICA, EAS, FAO, FATF, G-20, G-24 (observer), G-5, G-77, IADB, IAEA, IBRD, ICAOQ, ICC (national committees), ICRM,
IDA, IFAD, IFC, IFRCS, IHO, ILO, IMF, IMO, IMSO, Interpol, IOC, IOM (cbserver), IPU, ISO, ITSO, ITU, LAIA (observer),
MIGA, MINURSO, MONUSCO, NAM (observer), NSG, OAS (observer), OPCW, Pacific Alliance (observer), PCA, PIF
(partner), SAARC (observer), SCO, SICA (observer), UN, UNAMID, UNCTAD, UNESCO, UNFICYP, UNHCR, UNHRC,
UNIDO, UNIFIL, UNISFA, UNMIL, UNMISS, UNOCI, UNOOSA, UN Security Council (permanent), UNTSO, UNWTO,
UPU, WCO, WHO, WIPO, WMO, WTO, ZC

Diplomatic representation in the US

chief of mission: Ambassador XIE Feng (since 30 June 2023)
chancery: 3505 International Place NW, Washington, DC 20008
telephone: [1] (202) 495-2266

FAX: [1] (202) 495-2138

email address and website:
chinaemppress_us@mfa.gov.cn

http://www.china-embassy.org/eng/

consulate(s) general: Chicago, Los Angeles, New York, San Francisco; note - the US ordered closure of the Houston
consulate in late July 2020

Diplomatic representation from the US

chief of mission: Ambassador Nicholas BURNS (since 2 April 2022)
embassy: 55 An Jia Lou Road, Chaoyang District, Beijing 100600
mailing address: 7300 Beijing Place, Washington DC 20521-7300
telephone: [86] (10) 8531-3000

FAX: [86] (10) 8531-4200

email address and website:
BeijingACS@state.gov

https://china.usembassy-china.org.cn/

consulate(s) general: Guangzhou, Shanghai, Shenyang, Wuhan; note - the Chinese Government ordered closure of
the US consulate in Chengdu in late July 2020

Flag description

red with a large yellow five-pointed star and four smaller yellow five-pointed stars (arranged in a vertical arc toward the
middle of the flag) in the upper hoist-side corner; the color red represents revolution, while the stars symbolize the four
social classes - the working class, the peasantry, the urban petty bourgeoisie, and the national bourgeoisie (capitalists) -
united under the Communist Party of China

National symbol(s)
dragon, giant panda; national colors: red, yellow
National anthem

name: "Yiyongjun Jinxingqu" (The March of the Volunteers)
lyrics/music: TIAN Han/NIE Er

note: adopted 1949; the anthem, though banned during the Cultural Revolution, is more commonly known as "Zhongguo
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Guoge" (Chinese National Song); it was originally the theme song to the 1935 Chinese movie, "Sons and Daughters in a
Time of Storm"

National heritage

total World Heritage Sites: 57 (14 natural, 39 cultural, 4 mixed)
selected World Heritage Site locales: Imperial Palaces of the Ming and Qing Dynasties (c); Mausocleum of the First Qin

Emperor (c); The Great Wall (c); Summer Palace (c); Jiuzhaigou Valley (n); Potala Palace (c); Ancient Pingyao (c);
Historic Macau (c); Dengfeng (c); Grand Canal (c); Mount Huangshan (m)

Government - note

in 2018, the Beijing established an investigatory National Supervisory Commission to oversee all state employees

ECONOMY
Economic overview

one of the world’s top two economies; sustained growth due to export relations, its manufacturing sector, and low-wage
workers; only major economy to avoid COVID-19 economic decline; recovery efforts slowing due to longstanding poverty
imbalances and other institutional issues; state-sponsored economic controls

Real GDP (purchasing power parity)

$24.861 trillion (2021 est.)
$22.9986 trillion (2020 est.)
$22.493 trillion (2019 est.)

note: data are in 2017 dollars
comparison ranking: 1

Real GDP growth rate

8.11% (2021 est.)
2.24% (2020 est.)
5.95% (2019 est.)

comparison ranking: 39
Real GDP per capita

$17,600 (2021 est.)
$16,300 (2020 est.)
$16,000 (2019 est.)

note: data are in 2017 dollars
comparison ranking: 100

GDP (official exchange rate)
$14,327,359,000,000 (2019 est.)

note: because China's exchange rate is determined by fiat rather than by market forces, the official exchange rate
measure of GDP is not an accurate measure of China's output; GDP at the official exchange rate substantially
understates the actual level of China's output vis-a-vis the rest of the world; in China's situation, GDP at purchasing
power parity provides the best measure for comparing output across countries

Inflation rate (consumer prices)

0.98% (2021 est.)
2.42% (2020 est.)
2.9% (2019 est.)

comparison ranking: 201
Credit ratings
Fitch rating: A+ (2007)

Moody's rating: A1 (2017)
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Standard & Poors rating: A+ (2017)
note: The year refers to the year in which the current credit rating was first obtained.
GDP - composition, by sector of origin
agriculture: 7.9% (2017 est.)
industry: 40.5% (2017 est.)
services: 51.6% (2017 est.)
comparison rankings: services 171; industry 28; agriculture 101
GDP - composition, by end use

household consumption: 39.1% (2017 est.)
goverhment consumption: 14.5% (2017 est.)
investment in fixed capital: 42.7% (2017 est.)
investment in inventories: 1.7% (2017 est.)
exports of goods and services: 20.4% (2017 est.)

imports of goods and services: -18.4% (2017 est.)

Agricultural products

maize, rice, vegetables, wheat, sugar cane, potatoes, cucumbers, tomatoes, watermelons, sweet potatoes
Industries

world leader in gross value of industrial output; mining and ore processing, iron, steel, aluminum, and other metals, coal;
machine building; armaments; textiles and apparel; petroleum; cement; chemicals; fertilizer; consumer products
(including footwear, toys, and electronics); food processing; transportation equipment, including automobiles, railcars
and locomotives, ships, aircraft; telecommunications equipment, commercial space launch vehicles, satellites

Industrial production growth rate

8.22% (2021 est.)
comparison ranking: 50

Labor force

791.383 million (2021 est.)

note: by the end of 2012, China's working age population (15-64 years) was 1.004 billion
comparison ranking: 1

Unemployment rate

4.82% (2021 est.)
5% (2020 est.)
4.52% (2019 est.)

note: data are for registered urban unemployment, which excludes private enterprises and migrants
comparison ranking: 156

Youth unemployment rate (ages 15-24)
total: 11.4% (2021 est.)

male: 12.1%

female: 10.4%
comparison ranking: total 142

Population below poverty line
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0.6% (2019 est.)

Gini Index coefficient - distribution of family income

38.2 (2019 est.)
comparison ranking: 69

Average household expenditures

on food: 21.6% of household expenditures (2018 est.)

on alcohol and tobacco: 2.5% of household expenditures (2018 est.)
Household income or consumption by percentage share

lowest 10%: 2.1%
highest 10%: 31.4% (2012)

note: data are for urban households only
Budget
revenues: $3.983 trillion (2019 est.)

expenditures: $4.893 trillion (2019 est.)
Budget surplus (+) or deficit (-)

-3.8% (of GDP) (2017 est.)

comparison ranking: 152

Public debt

47% of GDP (2017 est.)
44 2% of GDP (2016 est.)

note: official data; data cover both central and local government debt, including debt officially recognized by China's
National Audit Office report in 2011; data exclude policy bank bonds, Ministry of Railway debt, and China Asset
Management Company debt

comparison ranking: 116
Taxes and other revenues

8.09% (of GDP) (2020 est.)
comparison ranking: 209

Fiscal year
calendar year
Current account balance

$317.301 billion (2021 est.)
$248.8386 billion (2020 est.)
$102.91 billion (2019 est.)

comparison ranking: 1
Exports

$3.554 trillion (2021 est.)
$2.739 trillion (2020 est.)
$2.631 trillion (2019 est.)

note: Data are in current year dollars and do not include illicit exports or re-exports.
comparison ranking: 1

Exports - partners

United States 17%, Hong Kong 10%, Japan 6% (2019)

Exports - commodities
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broadcasting equipment, computers, integrated circuits, office machinery and parts, telephones (2021)

Imports

$3.091 trillion (2021 est.) note: data are in current year dollars
$2.38 trillion (2020 est.) note: data are in current year dollars
$2.499 trillion (2019 est.) note: data are in current year dollars

comparison ranking: 2

Imports - partners

South Korea 9%, Japan 8%, Australia 7%, Germany 7%, US 7%, Taiwan 6% (2019)
Imports - commodities

crude petroleum, integrated circuits, iron, natural gas, cars, gold (2019)

Reserves of foreign exchange and gold

$3.428 trillion (31 December 2021 est.)
$3.357 trillion (31 December 2020 est.)
$3.223 trillion (31 December 2019 est.)

comparison ranking: 1
Debt - external

$2,027,950,000,000 (2019 est.)
$1,935,206,000,000 (2018 est.)

comparison ranking: 13
Exchange rates

Renminbi yuan (RMB) per US dollar -

Exchange rates:
6.449 (2021 est.)
6.901 (2020 est.)
6.908 (2019 est.)
6.616 (2018 est.)
6.759 (2017 est.)

ENERGY

Electricity access

electrification - total population: 100% (2021)

Electricity

installed generating capacity: 2,217,925,000 kW (2020 est.)

consumption: 6,875,088,640,000 kWh (2019 est.)
exports: 21.655 billion kWh (2019 est.)
imports: 4.858 billion kWh (2019 est.)

transmission/distribution losses: 333.01 billion kWh (2019 est.)

comparison rankings: installed generating capacity 1; transmission/distribution losses 1; imports 41; exports 12;
consumption 1

Electricity generation sources

fossil fuels: 66% of total installed capacity (2020 est.)
nuclear: 4.8% of total installed capacity (2020 est.)
solar: 3.5% of total installed capacity (2020 est.)

wind: 6.2% of total installed capacity (2020 est.)
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hydroelectricity: 17.8% of total installed capacity (2020 est.)
tide and wave: 0% of total installed capacity (2020 est.)
geothermal: 0% of total installed capacity (2020 est.)

biomass and waste: 1.6% of total installed capacity (2020 est.)
Nuclear energy

Number of operational nuclear reactors: 55 (2023)

Number of nuclear reactors under construction: 21

Net capacity of operational nuclear reactors: 53.18GW (2021)
Percent of total electricity production: 5.02% (2021)

Percent of total energy produced: 3% (2021)

Number of nuclear reactors permanently shut down: 0
Coal
production: 4,314,681,000 metric tons (2020 est.)

consumption: 4,506,387,000 metric tons (2020 est.)
exports: 6.652 million metric tons (2020 est.)
imports: 307.047 million metric tons (2020 est.)

proven reserves: 141.595 billion metric tons (2019 est.)
Petroleum

total petroleum production: 4,712,200 bbl/day (2021 est.)

refined petroleum consumption: 14,007,500 bbl/day (2019 est.)

crude oil and lease condensate exports: 52,500 bbl/day (2018 est.)
crude oil and lease condensate imports: 9,238,100 bbl/day (2018 est.)

crude oil estimated reserves: 26,022,600,000 barrels (2021 est.)
Refined petroleum products - production

11.51 million bbl/day (2015 est.)
comparison ranking: 2

Refined petroleum products - exports

848,400 bbl/day (2015 est.)
comparison ranking: 9

Refined petroleum products - imports

1.16 million bbl/day (2015 est.)
comparison ranking: 4

Natural gas

production: 179,317,495,000 cubic meters (2019 est.)
consumption: 306,576,649,000 cubic meters (2019 est.)

exports: 3,548,831,000 cubic meters (2019 est.)

https://iwww.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/china/ 17124



12/19/23, 4:20 PM China - The World Factbook
imports: 131,608,161,000 cubic meters (2019 est.)
proven reserves: 6,654,250,000,000 cubic meters (2021 est.)
Carbon dioxide emissions

10,773,248,000 metric tonnes of CO2 (2019 est.)
from coal and metallurgical coke: 8,652,419,000 metric tonnes of CO2 (2019 est.)
from petroleum and other liquids: 1,520,552,000 metric tonnes of CO2 (2019 est.)

from consumed natural gas: 600.276 million metric tonnes of CO2 (2019 est.)
comparison ranking: total emissions 1

Energy consumption per capita

105.687 million Btu/person (2019 est.)
comparison ranking: 54

COMMUNICATIONS
Telephones - fixed lines

total subscriptions: 180,700,500 (2021 est.)

subscriptions per 100 inhabitants: 13 (2021 est.)
comparison ranking: total subscriptions 1

Telephones - mobile cellular

total subscriptions: 1.73 billion (2021 est.)

subscriptions per 100 inhabitants: 122 (2021 est.)
comparison ranking: total subscriptions 1

Telecommunication systems

general assessment: China has the largest Internet market in the world with almost all subscribers accessing Internet
through mobile devices; market is driven through government-allied investment; fast-developing data center market;
government aims to provide universal and affordable broadband coverage through market competition and private
investment in state-controlled enterprises; 3G and LTE subscribers will migrate to 5G aiming for 2 million 5G base
stations by the end of 2022; government strengthens loT policies to boost economic growth; China is pushing
development of smart cities beyond Beijing; Beijing residents carry virtual card integrating identity, social security, health,
and education documents; government controls gateways to global Internet through censorship, surveillance, and shut-
downs; major exporter of broadcasting equipment world-wide (2022)

domestic: nearly 13 per 100 fixed line and 122 per 100 mobile-cellular (2021)

international: country code - 86; landing points for the RUICN, EAC-C2C, TPE, APCN-2, APG, NCP, TEA, SeaMeWe-3,
SJC2, Taiwan Strait Express-1, AAE-1, APCN-2, AAG, FEA, FLAG and TSE submarine cables providing connectivity to
Asia, the Middle East, Europe, and the US; satellite earth stations - 7 (5 Intelsat - 4 Pacific Ocean and 1 Indian Ocean; 1
Intersputnik - Indian Ocean region; and 1 Inmarsat - Pacific and Indian Ocean regions) (2019)

Broadcast media

all broadcast media are owned by, or affiliated with, the Chinese Communisty Party (CCP) or a government agency; no
privately owned TV or radio stations; state-run Chinese Central TV, provincial, and municipal stations offer more than
2,000 channels; the Central Propaganda Department as well as local (provincial, municipal) sends directives to all
domestic media outlets to guide its reporting with the government maintaining authority to approve all programming;
foreign-made TV programs must be approved/censored prior to broadcast; increasingly, PRC nationals turn to online
platforms (Bilibili, Tencent Video, iQiyi, etc) to access PRC and international films and television shows. Video platforms
have to abide by regulations issued by the Cyberspace Administration of China (CAC), which align with censorship
policies from CCP propaganda authorities. (2022)

Internet country code

.cn
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Internet users

total: 1.022 billion (2021 est.)

percent of population: 73% (2021 est.)
comparison ranking: total 1

Broadband - fixed subscriptions
total: 483,549,500 (2020 est.)

subscriptions per 100 inhabitants: 34 (2020 est.)
comparison ranking: total 1

TRANSPORTATION

National air transport system

number of registered air carriers: 56 (2020)
inventory of registered aircraft operated by air carriers: 2,890
annual passenger traffic on registered air carriers: 436,183,969 (2018)

annual freight traffic on registered air carriers: 611,439,830 (2018) mt-km
Civil aircraft registration country code prefix

B

Airports

507 (2021)
comparison ranking: total 13

Airports - with paved runways

510

civil airports: 131

military airports: 127

joint use (civil-military) airports: 69
other airports: 183

note: paved runways have a concrete or asphalt surface but not all have facilities for refueling, maintenance, or air traffic
control; the length of a runway required for aircraft to safely operate depends on a number of factors including the type of
aircraft, the takeoff weight (including passengers, cargo, and fuel), engine types, flap settings, landing speed, elevation
of the airport, and average maximum daily air temperature; paved runways can reach a length of 5,000 m (16,000 ft.),
but the “typical” length of a commercial airline runway is between 2,500-4,000 m (8,000-13,000 ft.)

Airports - with unpaved runways

23

note: unpaved runways have a surface composition such as grass or packed earth and are most suited to the operation
of light aircraft; unpaved runways are usually short, often less than 1,000 m (3,280 ft.) in length; airports with unpaved
runways often lack facilities for refueling, maintenance, or air traffic control

Heliports
39 (2021)
Pipelines
76,000 km gas, 30,400 km crude oil, 27,700 km refined petroleum products, 797,000 km water (2018)

Railways
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total: 150,000 km (2021) 1.435-m gauge (100,000 km electrified); 104,0000 traditional, 40,000 high-speed

standard gauge: (2018)

comparison ranking: total 2

Roadways

total: 5.2 million km (2020)

paved: 4.578 million km (2020) (includes 168000 km of expressways)
unpaved: 622,000 km (2017)

comparison ranking: total 3

Waterways

27,700 km (2020) (navigable waterways)
comparison ranking: 6

Merchant marine

total: 7,362 (2022)

by type: bulk carrier 1,684, container ship 355, general cargo 1,164, oil tanker 1,133, other 3,026
comparison ranking: total 3

Ports and terminals

major seaport(s): Dalian, Ningbo, Qingdao, Qinhuangdao, Shanghai, Shenzhen, Tianjin, Xiamen

container port(s) (TEUs): Dalian (3,672,000), Guangzhou (24,180,000), Ningbo (31,070,000), Qingdao (23,710,000),
Shanghai (47,030,300), Shenzhen (28,767,600), Tianjin (20,269,400), Xiamen (12,045,700) (2021)

LNG terminal(s) (import): Fujian, Guangdong, Jiangsu, Shandong, Shanghai, Tangshan, Zhejiang

river port(s): Guangzhou (Pearl)
Transportation - note

note 1: seven of the world’s ten largest container ports are in China

note 2: China operates one PC 3 or 4 class medium ice breaker and three PC 5 or 6 class light icebreakers

note - PC indicates a Polar Class vessel: PC 3 - year-round operation in second-year ice which may include multi-year
ice inclusions (ice thickness up to 2.5 m); PC 4 - year-round operation in thick first-year ice which may include old ice
inclusions (ice thickness up to 120 cm); PC 5 - year-round operation in medium first-year ice which may include old ice
inclusions (ice thickness up to 70-120 cm); PC 6 - summer/autumn operation in medium first-year ice which may include
old ice inclusions (ice thickness up to 30-70 cm)

MILITARY AND SECURITY

Military and security forces

People's Liberation Army (PLA): Ground Forces, Navy (PLAN, includes naval aviation), Navy Marine Corps (PLANMC),
Air Force (PLAAF, includes airborne forces), Rocket Force (strategic missile force), and Strategic Support Force
(information, electronic, and cyber warfare, as well as space forces); People's Armed Police (PAP, includes Coast Guard,
Border Defense Force, Internal Security Forces); PLA Reserve Force (2023)

note 1: the Strategic Support Force includes the Space Systems Department, which is responsible for nearly all PLA
space operations, including space launch and support, space surveillance, space information support, space telemetry,
tracking, and control, and space warfare

note 2: the PAP is a paramilitary police component of China’s armed forces that is under the dual authority of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party and the Central Military Commission and charged with internal security, law
enforcement, counterterrorism, and maritime rights protection

note 3: in 2018, the Coast Guard was moved from the State Oceanic Administration to the PAP; in 2013, China merged
four of its five major maritime law enforcement agencies — the China Marine Surveillance (CMS), Maritime Police,
Fishery Law Enforcement (FLE), and Anti-Smuggling Police — into a unified coast guard

https://iwww.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/china/ 20/24



12/19/23, 4:20 PM China - The World Factbook
Military expenditures

1.5% of GDP (2022 est.)
1.5% of GDP (2021 est.)
1.7% of GDP (2020 est.)
1.7% of GDP (2019 est.)
1.7% of GDP (2018 est.)

comparison ranking: 88
Military and security service personnel strengths

approximately 2 million active-duty troops (approximately 1 million Ground; 250,000 Navy/Marines; 350-400,000 Air
Force; 120,000 Rocket Forces; 150-175,000 Strategic Support Forces); estimated 600-650,000 People’s Armed Police
(2023)

Military equipment inventories and acquisitions

the PLA has a mix of some older and an increasing amount of modern, largely domestically produced systems heavily
influenced by technology derived from other countries; Russia has been the top supplier of foreign military equipment in
recent years; China has one of the world's largest defense-industrial sectors and is capable of producing advanced
weapons systems across all military domains (2023)

note: the PLA is in the midst of a decades-long modernization effort; in 2017, President Xl set three developmental
goals for the force - becoming a mechanized force with increased information and strategic capabilities by 2020, a fully
modernized force by 2035, and a world-class military by mid-century

Military service age and obligation

18-22 years of age for men for selective compulsory military service, with a 2-year service obligation; women 18-19
years of age who are high school graduates and meet requirements for specific military jobs are subject to conscription
(2023)

note: the PLA’'s conscription system functions as a levy; the PLA establishes the number of enlistees needed, which
produces quotas for the provinces; each province provides a set number of soldiers or sailors; if the number of
volunteers fails to meet quotas, the local governments may compel individuals to enter military service

Military deployments

400 Mali (MINUSMA); 225 Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO); 420 Lebanon (UNIFIL); 1,050 South Sudan
(UNMISS); 150 Sudan/South Sudan (UNISFA); up to 2,000 Djibouti (2023)

Military - note

established in 1927, the PLA is the military arm of the ruling Chinese Communist Party (CCP), which oversees the PLA
through its Central Military Commission; the Central Military Commission is China’s top military decision making body

the PLA is the World’s largest military; its primary responsibility is external security but it also has some domestic
security duties; China’s stated defense policy includes safeguarding sovereignty, security, and development interests
while emphasizing a greater global role for the PLA; the PLA conducts air, counterspace, cyber, electronic warfare, joint,
land, maritime, missile, nuclear, and space operations; it is a professional force that trains regularly, including
multinational and multiservice exercises, deploys overseas, and participates in international peacekeeping missions

the majority of the Ground Forces are organized into 13 group armies with approximately 80 subordinate combined arms
brigades--some of which are amphibious units--that serve as the primary ground maneuver forces; each group army also
controls artillery, air defense, aviation/air assault, special operations, engineer, and logistics brigades; there are also a
several independent mechanized and motorized infantry divisions

the Navy is numerically the largest in the World with an overall battle force of some 380 ships and submarines, including
2 aircraft carriers (with a third in trials), 8 cruisers, more than 80 destroyers and frigates, and approximately 60
submarines; it also has a large naval aviation force, as well as a growing Marine Corps comprised of 6 amphibious
brigades supplemented by aviation and special operations forces

the combined aviation forces of the Air Force and Navy are the largest in the region and third largest in the World with
nearly 3,000 total aircraft, of which more than 2,200 are combat aircraft, including fighter, bomber, ground attack, and
multipurpose fighter aircraft; the Air Force also has an airborne/rapid reaction corps with a mix of airborne, air assault,
special operations, and aviation brigades; the PLA's ground-based air defense forces operate surface-to-air missiles, air
defense artillery, jammers, and a variety of sensors; the PLA Rocket Force manages the PRC’s land-based conventional
and nuclear missile units
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the PRC's internal security forces consist primarily of the Ministry of Public Security (MPS), the Ministry of State Security
(MSS), the People’s Armed Police (PAP), and the militia; the PLA support the internal security forces as necessary:

--the MPS controls the civilian national police, which serves as the first-line force for public order; its primary mission is
domestic law enforcement and maintaining order, including anti-rioting and anti-terrorism

--the MSS is the PRC’s main civilian intelligence and counterintelligence service

--the PAP is a paramilitary component (or adjunct) of the PLA; its primary missions include internal security, maintaining
public order, maritime security, and assisting the PLA in times of war; it is under the command of the Central Military
Commission; the China Coast Guard (CCG) administratively falls under the PAP; the CCG has a variety of missions,
such as maritime sovereignty enforcement, surveillance, resource protection, anti-smuggling, and general law
enforcement; it is the largest maritime law enforcement fleet in the world with approximately 150 large patrol craft

--the militia is an armed reserve of civilians which serves as an auxiliary and reserve force for the PLA upon mobilization,
although it is distinct from the PLA's reserve forces; militia units are organized around towns, villages, urban sub-
districts, and enterprises, and vary widely in composition and mission; they have dual civilian-military command
structures; a key component of the militia are the local maritime forces, commonly referred to as the People’s Armed
Forces Maritime Militia (PAFMM); the PAFMM consists of mariners (and their vessels) who receive training, equipment,
and other forms of support from the Navy and CCG (although the PAFMM remains separate from both) to perform tasks
such as maritime patrolling, surveillance and reconnaissance, emergency/disaster response, transportation, search and
rescue, and auxiliary tasks in support of naval operations in wartime; the PAFMM’s tasks are often conducted in
conjunction or coordination with the Navy and the CCG; it has been used to assert Beijing's maritime claims in the Sea
of Japan and South China Sea (2023)

SPACE
Space agency/agencies

China National Space Administration (CNSA; established in 1993); Administration for Science, Technology, and Industry
for National Defense (SASTIND; subordinate to the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology); People’s Liberation
Army Strategic Support Force (PLASSF; established 2016; includes the Space Systems Department and the China
Manned Space Engineering Office or CMSEOQ) (2023)

Space launch site(s)

Jiuguan Launch Center (Inner Mongolia), Xichang Launch Center (Sichuan), Wenchang Launch Center (Hainan),
Taiyuan Launch Center (Shanxi), Eastern (Haiyang City) coastal spaceport (Shandong; designed to facilitate maritime
launches) (2023)

Space program overview

has a large, comprehensive, and ambitious space program and is considered one of the World’s leading space powers;
capable of manufacturing and operating the full spectrum of space launch vehicles (SLVs) and spacecraft, including
human crewed, satellite launchers, lunar/inter-planetary/asteroid probes, satellites (communications, remote sensing,
navigational, scientific, etc.), space stations, and re-usable space transportation systems, such as orbital space
planes/shuttles; trains astronauts (taikonauts); researches and develops a range of other space-related capabilities,
including advanced telecommunications, optics, spacecraft components, satellite payloads, etc.; participates in
international space programs, such as the Square Kilometer Array Project radio telescope project and co-leads (with
Australian and Japan) the Global Earth Observation System of Systems; has signed space cooperation agreements with
more than 30 countries, including Brazil, Canada, France, and Russia, as well as the European Space Agency (note —
the US NASA s barred by a 2011 law from cooperating with the Chinese bilaterally in space unless approved by the US
Congress; the US also objected to China’s participation in the International Space Station program); has a space
industry dominated by two state-owned aerospace enterprises but since announcing in 2014 that it would allow private
investment into the traditionally state-dominated space industry has developed a substantial commercial space sector,
including space launch services (2023)

note: further details about the key activities, programs, and milestones of the country’s space program, as well as
government spending estimates on the space sector, appear in Appendix S

TRANSNATIONAL ISSUES

Disputes - international

China-India: continue their security and foreign policy dialogue started in 2005 related to a number of boundary disputes across the
2,000 mile shared border; India does not recognize Pakistan's 1964 ceding to China of the Aksai Chin, a territory designated as part of
the princely state of Kashmir by the British Survey of India in 1865; China claims most of the Indian state Arunachal Pradesh to the
base of the Himalayas, but the US recognizes the state of Arunachal Pradesh as Indian territory
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China-Bhutan: continue negotiations to establish a common boundary alignment to resolve territorial disputes arising from substantial
cartographic discrepancies, the most contentious of which lie in Bhutan's west along China's Chumbi salient

China-North Korea: certain islands in the Yalu and Tumen Rivers are in dispute with North Korea; both countries seek to stem illegal
migration to China by North Koreans fleeing privation and oppression

China-Russia: have demarcated the once disputed islands at the Amur and Ussuri confluence and in the Argun River in accordance
with their 2004 Agreement

China-Tajikistan: have begun demarcating the revised boundary agreed to in the delimitation of 2002

Southeast Asia: the decade-long demarcation of the China-Vietnam land boundary was completed in 2009; citing environmental,
cultural, and social concerns, China has reconsidered construction of 13 dams on the Salween River, but energy-starved Burma, with
backing from Thailand, continues to consider building five hydro-electric dams downstream despite regional and international protests

Maritime: Chinese maps show an international boundary symbol (the so-called “nine-dash line”) off the coasts of the littoral states of
the South China Sea, where China has interrupted Vietnamese hydrocarbon exploration; China asserts sovereignty over Scarborough
Reef along with the Philippines and Taiwan, and over the Spratly Islands together with Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan, Vietham, and
Brunei; the 2002 Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea eased tensions in the Spratlys, and in 2017 China and
ASEAN began confidential negotiations for an updated Code of Conduct for the South China Sea designed not to settle territorial
disputes but establish rules and norms in the region; this still is not the legally binding code of conduct sought by some parties; both
China and Vietnam continue to expand construction of facilities in the Spratlys, and in early 2018 China began deploying advanced
military systems to disputed Spratly outposts; China occupies some of the Paracel Islands also claimed by Vietnam and Taiwan; the
Japanese-administered Senkaku Islands are also claimed by China and Taiwan

Refugees and internally displaced persons

refugees (country of origin): 303,107 (Vietnam), undetermined (North Korea) (mid-year 2021)

IDPs: undetermined (2021)
Trafficking in persons

tier rating: Tier 3 — China does not fully meet the minimum standards for elimination of trafficking and is not making
significant efforts to do so, therefore China remained on Tier 3; the government initiated its first prosecution of a
domestic trafficking case, approved a new national action plan for 2021-2030, and conducted some anti-trafficking
training; however, there was a government policy or pattern of widespread forced labor, including continued mass
arbitrary detention of Uyghurs, ethnic Kazakhs, ethnic Kyrgyz, and members of other Turkic and Muslim minorities in the
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region; the government also implemented similar policies against other religious minorities
and Tibetans in other provinces; Chinese nationals reportedly suffered forced labor in several countries in Asia, the
Middle East, Africa, and Europe hosting Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) projects; for the fifth consecutive year, the
government did not report complete law enforcement data, nor did it identify any trafficking victims or refer them to
protection services (2022)

trafficking profile: human traffickers exploit domestic and foreign victims in China, as well as Chinese people abroad;
Chinese men, women, and children are victims of forced labor and sex trafficking in more than 80 countries; traffickers
also use China as a transit point to subject foreign individuals to trafficking in other countries throughout Asia and in
international maritime industries; state-sponsored forced labor persists under the government’s mass detention and
political indoctrination campaign against Muslim and Turkic minorities in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region;
authorities in some localities subject families of men arbitrarily detained in Xinjiang to forced labor; highly organized
criminal syndicates and local gangs subject Chinese women and girls to sex trafficking within China; women and girls
from South Asia, Southeast Asia, and several countries in Africa experience forced labor in domestic service, forced
concubinism leading to forced childbearing, and sex trafficking via forced and fraudulent marriage to Chinese men;
African and Asian men reportedly experience conditions indicative of forced labor aboard Chinese-flagged fishing
vessels; many North Korean refugees and asylum-seekers living in China illegally are particularly vulnerable to
trafficking, while some of the women are forced into commercial sex, forced marriage, or forced labor; North Korea
exploits some of its citizens in forced labor in China as part of its proliferation finance system (2022)

lllicit drugs

a major source of precursor chemicals for narcotics such as fentanyl and methamphetamine, new psychoactive substances (NPS),
and synthetic drugs; is a destination and transit country for methamphetamine and heroin produced in South east and Southwest Asia;
China remains a major source of precursor chemicals sold in North America via the internet and shipped to overseas customers;
domestic use of synthetic drugs is prevalent; chemical alterations of drugs circumvent laws and hamper efforts to stem the flow of
these

(2021)

https://iwww.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/china/ 23/24



12/19/23, 4:20 PM China - The World Factbook

https://iwww.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/china/ 24124



EXHIBIT 97















EXHIBIT 98




































EXHIBIT 99















EXHIBIT 100












EXHIBIT 101












EXHIBIT 102















EXHIBIT 103









EXHIBIT 104















EXHIBIT 105






	83 Exhibit
	84 Exhibit
	85 Exhibit
	86 Exhibit 
	87 Exhibit 
	88 Exhibit
	89 Exhibit
	90 Exhibit
	91 Exhibit
	92 Exhibit



