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White Oak Conservation Holdings, LLC PRT #89928 

Barry, Anna <anna_barry@fws.gov> 
To: Registrar <registrar@white..oak.org> 

Dear Ms. Mercurio. 

Barry, Anna <anna_barry@fws.gov> 

Thu, Sep 10, 2015 at 4:00PM 

Thanks for the additional information, the application will be foiWBI'ded for publishing in the Federal Register. 
will contact you the day It is published. 

Sincerely, 

Anna Barry 
Senior Biologist 
USFWS/Division of Management Authority 
Branch of Permits, MS: lA 
5275 Leesburg Pike 
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803 
1-800-358-2104, ext. 1976 or 703-358-1976 
Fax: 703-358-2281 
E-mail: Anna_Bany@fws.gov 

Please be aware that we process application on a first come fll'Sl serve basis, but due to the number of applications we have been receiving 

and the limited number of employees in our offiCe, the cunent delays are unavoidable. 

Applic8tion Forms 3·200 (http:llwww.fws.govlformsldisplay.cfm?number1•200} ""'te revised and available May 2014. Please ensure the 

application that you complete expiTes 0513112017 (found on upper right hand comer of page 1) to avoid the application bemg returned. ~ 

do not accept applications via fax or e·mail. 

Sign up for our e-newsletter to leam how we7e working around the globe to protect species and their 
habitats I 

On Thu, Sep 10, 2015 at 12:13 PM, Registrar <registrar@white..oak.org> wrote: 

Hello Ms. Barry, 

Please find attached the letter from SSP coordinator Michael Mace. 

We are unable to provide a more current copy of the agreement with the SSP and Colombian authorities, 
as we do not have one. The agreement from 2011 is good through 2016 as it goes with the Action Plan that 
was included with the application (IP!an de Accion 2006-2016). I am happy to resend that if necessary. 

I have CC'd White Oak's Collection Manager, Andrew Schumann, and the Andean Condor SSP coordinator, 
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Barry, Anna <anna_barry@fws.gov> 

White Oak Conservation Holdings, LLC PRT #89928 

Registrar <registrar@white-oak.org;> Thu, Sep 10, 2015 at 12:13 PM 
To: "Barry, Anna" <anna_barry@fws.gov;> 
Cc: Andrew Schumann <ASchumann@white--oak.org>, Michael Mace <MMace@sandiegozoo.org;> 

Hello Ms. Barry, 

Please find attached the letter from SSP coordinator Michael Mace. 

We are unable to provide a more current copy of the agreement with the SSP and Colombian authorities, as 
we do not have one. The agreement from 2011 is good through 2016 as it goes with the Action Plan that was 
included with the application "Plan de Accion 2006-2016). I am happy to resend that if necessary. 

I have CC'd White Oak's Collection Manager, Andrew Schumann, and the Andean Condor SSP coordinator, 
Michael Mace, in this email should you have any additional questions. 

Thank you for all of your help, 

Krista Mercurio 

Registrar 

White Oak Conservation Holdings, LLC 

581705 White Oak Rd 

Yulee, FL 32097 

904-225-3308 

registrar@white-oak.org 

www.whlteoakwildlife.org 

From: Barry, Anna [mallto:anna_barry@fws.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2015 4:34 PM 

il? 
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To: Registrar <registrar@whlte-oak.org> 

(Quoted text hidden) 

(Quoted text hidden] 

~ SSP White Oak Support letter. pdf 
88K 

,, 



Michael Mace 
Andean Condor SSP Coordinator 
San Diego Zoo Safari Park 
Curator of Birds 
15600 San Pasqua! Valley Road 
Escondido, CA 92027 
mmace 0 sandlegozoo.org 

September 10, 2015 

USFWS/Oivlslon of Management Authority 
Branch of Permits, MS: lA 
6275 Leesburg Pike 
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803 
1-800·358·21 04 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Andean condors are part of the Association of Zoos. and Aquariums' (AZA) Species Survival 
Plan® (SSP). SSPs began In 1981 as a cooperative population management and 
conservation program for selected taxa In zoos and aquariums In North America. SSPs were 
developed to manage animal populations for zoos In order to maintain healthy, self­
sustaining p.opulatlona that are both genetically diverse and demographically stable. The 
mission of the program Is to help ensure the survival of selected wildlife species Into the 
future and to provide a link between zoo and aquarium animals and the conservation of their 
wild counterparts. Since Its Inception In 2003, the Andean·condor SSP has evolved to 
become a more holistic cooperative program encompassing a wide variety of activities such 
as reintroduction to the wild, research, public education, and fund·ralslng to support 
conservation. 

Recently the Taronga Con~ervatton Society of Australia, a member of the Australian Zoo 
Assoclatlon has joined In our efforts to establish Andean condors as a sustainable 
population. In addition, a Memorandum of Understanding was developed between Australia 
Zoo Aquarium Association and Association ·of Zoos and Aquariums. 

The Andean Condor SSP Is supportive of Importing this condor produced at the Taronga 
Conservation Society of Australia that would Improve the genetics and demographics of the 
current AZA population. In anticipation of the approval of the Import. the bird considered part 
of the next version of the Andean condor master plan. 

The chick would be transferred to White Oak Wildlife Conservancy. The specimen Is a 
female hatched 9/1212013. ISIS G.AN: WYR13·02444. 



Pase 2 

White Oak conservation has been an Integral participant In the Andean Condor SSP 
since 2007, and has housed a handful of condors since that time. As recommended by the 
SSP, White Oak serves an Important function In the prerelease conditioning of Andean 
Condor juveniles produced by the SSP prior to their transport and reintroduction into South 
America. More recently, White Oak also functions as a short·term holding facility and 
assists the SSP, as Is the case In Importing and housing the Andean Condor male from the 
Taronga Conservation Society of Australia. Currently, the SSP does not recommend any 
breeding of Andean Condor at White Oak. The Andean Condor SSP fully supports White 
Oak's continued Involvement In the program as a holding and preoondltlonlng facility. 

Sfnoerely, 

.q~~~-· 
Michael Mace 
AZA Andean Condor SSP Coordinator 



Barry, Anna <anna_barry@fws.gov> 

White Oak Conservation Holdings, LLC PRT #89928 
----------

Barry, Anna <anna_barry@fws.gov> Tue, Sep 8, 2015 at 4:34 PM 
To: Krista Mercurio <reglstrar@white-oak.org> 

Hello Again, 

Also, could you provide me a more curren1 copy of an Agreement or the Memorandum of Understanding between 
the Andean condor SSP and the Colombian Authorities? The agreement found In the application is from 2011 . 
This Information along with the letter from Michael Mace should allow us to move forward with the publishing of 
the application in the Federal Register. 

Sincerely, 

Anna Barry 
Senior Biologist 
USFWS/Divlslon of Management Authority 
Branch of Permits, MS: lA 
5275 Leesburg Pike 
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803 
1-800-358-2104, ext. 1976 or 703-358-1976 
Fax: 703-358-2281 
E-mail: Anna_Bany@fws.gov 

Plflasa be awa/1!! that \Mt process application on a filst come first setve baSts, but due to the number of applications we have been receiving 
and the limited number of employees In our offiCe, the current delays are unavoidable. 

Application Fonns 3-200 (http:llwww.fws.gov/fonns/dlsplay.cfm?number1=200J were revised and available May 2014. Please ensure the 
application that you complete expires 05/3112017 (found on upper right hand comer of page 1J to avoid the application being returned. ~ 
do not accept applications via fax or o-mafl. 

Sign up for our e-newsletter to team how we're working around the globe to protect species and their 
habitats/ 

--- Forwarded message ---
From: Barry, Anna <anna_barry@fws.gov> 
Date: Tue, Sep 8, 2015 at 2:01 PM 
Subject: White Oak Conservation Holdings, LLC PRT #89928 
jQuoted text hidden! 

111 
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Barry, Anna <anna_barry@fws.goV> 

White Oak Conservation Holdings, LLC PRT #89928 

Barry, Anna <anna_bany@fws.gov> Tue, Sep 8, 2015 at 2:01 PM 
To: Krista Mercurio <registrar@'Mlite-oal<.org> 

Dear Ms. Mercurio, 

Once I receive the letter from Michael Mace I will submit the application for publishing In the Federal Register. 

Sincerely, 

Anna Barry 
Senior Biologist 
USFWS/Division of Management Authority 
Branch of Pennits, MS: lA 
5275 Leesburg Pike 
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803 
1-800-358-2104, ext. 1976 or 703-358-1976 
Fax: 703-358-2281 
E-mail: Anna_Barry@fws.gov 

Please be aware that IKI proceS$ application on a fi!St come first setYe basis. but due to the number of applications we have been receiving 
and the limited number of employees In ourofftee, the cum!nt delays are unavoidable. 

Application Fonns 3-200 (http:lfwww.fws.govlformsldisplay.cfm?number1=200) were revised and available May 2014 Please ensure the 
application that you complete expires 0513112017 (found on upper right hand comer of pagtJ 1) to avoid the application being returned .-,. 
do not accept 11ppllcat1ons via fax or e-malf. 

Sign up for our e-newsletter to Jearn how we're worlclng around the globe to protect species and their 
habitats/ 

1M 
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Barry, Anna <anna_barry@fws.gov> 

White Oak Conservation Holdings, LLC PRT #89928 

Registrar <registrar@whlte-oak.org> Fri. Sep 4, 2015 at 12:01 PM 
To: "Bany. Anna" <anna_bany@fws.gov> 
Cc: Andrew Schumann <ASchumann@white-oak.org> 

Please find White Oak's answers to your inquiry below. in red. 

Dear Ms. Krista Mercurio, 

I am currently processing your application to import an Andean condor from Australia. To complete your 
application please provide or clarify the folloWing. 

1. Do you currently have a Memorandum of Understanding between AZA and your facility for Andean condor? 
If yes , please provide a copy . If no, please have the SSP coordinator provide a document stating your 
involvement in the program for this species Qncluding agreements on display. breeding, transfer, your function 
as a holding facility , ). 

'Mlite Oak is an Andean Condor SSP participant. The Andean Condor SSP is the organization that 
recommends which birds are to be sent to 'Mlite Oak and which birds are to be sent to Colombia. We are 
currently a holding facility only. we do nol do any breeding, nor do we have any condors on display. We are 
...vorking on getting a letter from Michael Mace, the SSP coordinator, stating this. 

2. Do you currently have Andean condors? If yes please provide the sex and quantity and note if the bird Is 
being held for the SSP. 

Yes, we are currently housing 1.0 Andean Condor for the SSP. Please find the details of our current inventory 
attached. 

3. Have you held the Andean condor for the SSP in the past? If yes . give a synopsis of this activity ~ncluding , 
quantity, sex, disposition of animal). 

Yes . we have held Andean Condors for the SSP for the past 6 years. Please find attached. a report with our 
historic population. 

4. Are you involved in any in-situ projects for Andean condors? If yes, please explain. 

Yes , we are involved with In-situ programs for Andean condors . 

Andean Condor chicks are produced at~ facilities . At 6 months- 1 year old they are transported to \Nhite 
Oak and formed into cohorts. using soft introductions. The birds are conditioned to receiving "wild~ prey items, 
do not see humans, and the large flighted enclosure allows birds to build flight muscles prior to release. After a 
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period of 6 months- 2 years of holding, the birds are sent to Colombia for reintroduction or are sent to AZA 
facilities for captive breeding. 

Our ability to hold and subsequently release juvenile Andean Condor allows breeding pairs within the Andean 
Condor SSP to continue breeding for additional release. This is participation in direct conservation of the 
Andean Condor. The long term goal is to reintroduce juvenile Andean Condor previously held at White Oak 
between the Santa Marta mountains in Colombia and the Ecuadorian Andes , and these releases are to occur 
until a self-susta•nmg Wild population is established. This remtroduced population will eliminate the 
geographically and genetically isolated population of the Santa Marta mountain range, and form one large, 
contiguous population as was once the case with this species 

Krista Mercurio 

Registrar 

White Oak Conservation Holdings, LLC 

581705 White Oak Rd 

Yulee, Fl32097 

904-225-3308 

registrar@white-oak.org 

www. whiteoakwildlife.org 

From: Barry, Anna [mailto:anna_barry@fws.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, September 3, 2015 5:14 PM 
To: Registrar <registrar@white-oak.org> 
Subject: White Oak Conservation Holdings, llC PRT #89928 

IOuoled text hidden) 

2 attachments 

~ Andean condor historic.pdf 
39K 

'iB Current condor 94-15.pdf 
28K 
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Barry, Anna <anna_barry@fws.gov> 

White Oak Conservation Holdings, LLC PRT #89928 
1 message 

Barry, Anna <anna_barry@fws.gov> Thu, Sep 3, 2015 at 5:13PM 
To: Krista Mercurio <registrar@white-oak.org> 

Dear Ms. Krista Mercurio, 

I am currently processing your application to import an Andean condor from Australia. To complete your 
application please provide or clarify the following. 

1. Do you currently have a Memorandum of Understanding between AZA and your facility for Andean condor? 
If yes, please provide a copy. If no, please have the SSP coordinator provide a document stating your 
Involvement In the program for this species (Including agreements on display, breeding, transfer, your function 
as a holding facility, ). 

2. Do you currently have Andean condors? If yes please provide the sex and quantity and note if the bird is 
being held for the SSP. 

3. Have you held the Andean condor for the SSP In the past? If yes. give a synopsis of this activity (including, 
quantity, sex, disposition of animal). 

4. Are you involved in any in-situ projects for Andean condors? If yes. please explain. 

Sincerely, 

Anna Barry 
Senior Biologist 
USFWS/Division of Management Authority 
Branch of Permits, MS: lA 
5275 Leesburg Pike 
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803 
1-800-358-2104, ext. 1976 or 703-358-1976 
Fax: 703·358-2281 
E-mail: Anna_Bany@fws.gov 

P/6ase be aware that we process application on a first come first salVe basis. but due to the number of applicaUons we have been receiving 

and the limited number of employees in our office. the cunent delays are unavoidable. 

Applit;atlon Forms 3-200 (http:llwww.fws.gov/formsldisplay.cfm?number1=200) wem mvised and available May 2014. Please ensure the 

application that you complete expiles 0513112017 (found on upper right hand comer of page 1) to avoid the application being retumed. ~ 

do not accept applications via fax or e-mail. 

Sign up for our e.-newsletter to learn how we're work.;ng around the globe to protect species and their 
habitats/ 
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Barry, Anna <anna_barry@fws.gov> 

White Oak Conservation Holdings, LLC PRT #589928 
1 message 

Barry, Anna <anna_barry@fws.gov> 
To: registrar@Whlte-oak.org 

Fri. Jun 19, 2015 at 5:00PM 

Bee: Keri Parker <keri_Jlarker@fws.gov> 

Dear Ms. Krista Mercurio, 

The following is in response to your e-mail message regarding the status of your application. 

Please be aware that applications are process on a first come first serve basis, I have 26 applications to review 
before I can process yours. I will contact you the day J review your application to give you a time frame for 
finalizing the application. 

Sincerely, 

Anna Barry 
Senior Biologist 
USFVVS/Divislon of Management Authority 
Branch of Permits, MS: lA 
5275 Leesburg Pike 
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803 
1-800-358-2104, ext. 1976 or 70~358-1976 
Fax: 70~358-2281 
E-mail: Anna_Barry@fws.gov 

Please be awaru that we process application on a first come first sefV8 basis, but aue to the number of applications we have been te~ivlng 
and the limited number of employees In our offrce, the current delays ate unavoidable. 

Application Forms 3-200 {http://www fws.govlformsldisplay.cfm?numbert•200) Witte revised and available May 2014. Please ensure the 
sppfrcstion thst you complete eKpires 0513112017 (found on upper right hand comer of page 1) to avoid the appltcation being returned. K'e 
do not accept applications via fax or e-mail. 

Sign up for our e-newsletter to leam how we're working around the globe to protect species and their 
habitats! 
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Barry, Anna <anna_barry@fws.gov> 

Fwd: Feb 23 201512:30:00; Acknowledgement letter for Permit No. "589928'"' 
1 message 

Pennlts, FWHQ <permits@fws.gov> 
To: Anna Barry <anna_bany@fws.gov> 

Thank youl 

Please do not hit •reply to, " send your reply to permffs@fws. gov . 
......................... ........................... ** 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
International Affairs Program 
Division of Management Authority 
Branch of Permits 
1-800-358-21 04 
http://'MWI. fws . gov/intemationallpermits/ 

Fri, Jun 19, 2015 at 4:09PM 

Sign up for our e-newsletter to learn how we're worlclng around the globe to protect spedes and their 
habitats/ ...................................................... 
New Address: 
ATTN DIVISION OF MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY- BRANCH OF PERMITS 
U.S. FISH & WIWUFE SERVICE HEADQUARTERS 
MS: /A 
5275 LEESBURG PIKE 
FALLS CHURCH, VA 22041-3803 

STA POUT 
mmmMPlDM EXTINCTION 
--Forwarded message --
From: Registrar <registrar@white-oak.org> 
Date: Thu, Jun 18, 2015 at 10:50AM 
Subject: RE: Feb 23 2015 12:30:00; Acknowledgement letter for Permit No. "589928"" 
To: "permits@fws.gov" <permits@fws.gov> 

I would like to check on the status of the permit we applied for In February (referenced below) PRT identification 
number. -uS589928/9. Please let me know if you need any additional information. 
Thank you, 

Krista Mercurio 
Registrar 
White Oak Conservation Holdings, LLC 
581705 White Oak Rd 
Yulee, FL 32097 
904-225-3308 
registrar@whlte-oak.org 
WWN.whiteoakwildlife.org 
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--Original Message-
From: E-Mail Sys#5 (mailto:pennits@fws.gov) 
Sent: Monday, February 23, 2015 12:30 PM 
To: Registrar 
Cc: permits@fws.gov 
Subject: Feb 23 2015 12:30:00; Acknowledgement letter for Permit No. "589928'"' 

WHITE OAK CONSERVATION FOUNDATION 
581705 WHITE OAK RD. 
YULEE, FL 32097 
U.S.A. 

Thank you for submitting an application to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The application was received by 
the Division of Management Authority on 02/23/2015; check number 3736 accompanied the application. Your 
application has been assigned the following PRT identification number: "*U$589928/9 

VVhile processing time may be Jess. you should anticipate a minimum of 30 days to process your request, with 
many requests averaging between 60 to 90 days due to some requests 'IMlich need to be published in the 
Federal Register and/or be reviewed by other Service offices. 

VVhile we are aware that you may want to inquire about the status of your application, we request that you allow 
our office at least three weeks after the receipt of this Jetter to make any inquiries. If you have additional 
infonnation that needs to be provided, please mall information to OMA. Branch of Permits MS: lA, 5275 
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22041 by fax 703-358-2281 or call our staff on duty at 800-358-2104. 
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Department of the Interior 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

OMB No. 1018-0091 
Expi""' OS/3 112017 

Federal Fish and Wildlife Permit Application FormRC'Ji) FEB 23 2015 

Return to: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Division of Management Authority {DMA) 
Branch of Permits, MS: lA 
5275 Leesburg Pike 
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803 
1-800-358-2104 or 703-358-2104 

Type of Activity: 
EXPORT/RE-EXPORT/IMPORT/INTERSTATE AND 
FOREIGN COMMERCEFrAKE OF ANIMALS 
(UVEI SAMPLES/PARTS/PRODUCTS) (ESA and/or CITES) 
(circle/highlight proposed activity) 

IX) New Application 
0Requcsting Rc-issuance/Amentlmcnt of Pcnnil#: ------

Complete Sections A or B. and C through H of this application. U.S. address may be required in Section C, see instructions for details. 
Sec attached instruction pages for information on how to make your application complete nntJ btlp ovoid unnecessary tleloys. 

A. Complete if applyine as an individual 
I a Last name Lb. First nnme I.e M•ddle nnme or tmtnll I d Suffix 

2. D~tc ofb1nh (mrnfdd/Y}})') 3 Socral Secunty No. 4 Occupatron S Affihauon/ Doing business as (sec instructions) 

6 .n. Telephone number 6 b Alternate telephone number 6 c Fax number 6.d. E-ma11 address 

c. All npplicants complete address information 
I.a. f>llysical address {Street address, Apartment II, Sutte II , or Room 11; no r 0 , Boxes) 

581705 White Oak Rd 
t.b. Cil)' I.e State I d. Zip codcll'oslnl code I.e County/Prov1nce Lf Co\lntry 

Yulee FL 32097 Nassau 
2 a. Mol!mg Address (include if different than physical nddress. mclude name of cont~t person if opphcoble) 

~.b. City 2 <: Sunc 2 d Ztp code/Prutal code: 2.c County/Provmcc f2 f. Country 

D. All a licants MUST com Jete 
I. Attach ch<:<:k or money order p:~yablc to tlle US FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE In tbe 11mount oCSIOO nonreCumluble procusing ree f-ederal, Tribal, Stltc, 

nnd local gov~mmcntngencies, ond !hose ncting on behalf of such agencies, nrc cKcmpt from the process me f~ - n/fach documentatilln of ftc aefflpt statu1n.r 
outlined in Instructions. (50 CfiR 13.11 d)) 

2. Do you currently hO\'e or have you ever had uny federul Fish and W1ldlrfc permits'? 

yes rnlf yes, list the number of the most cum:nl permit you have held or that you IIIC opplymg to rcnewfre•tSSUC. LE-831583-1 
3. Ccntficatfon I hereby ccnify that I hnvc read and am fam iliar with the regulations contasned 1n ntfe 50, Par/ 13 of the Cock of Federal Regulations and the other 

nppllcabft parts In subchapter 8 of apter I of Title 50, and I ccnifY thnt the information submllted in this application for a permit ts complete and accurate to the 
belt of my ~no\ gc am! belief derstand that any false statement ~rein may subject me to the cnmin~l pen allies of 18 U S C 1001, 

:::Jots-' 
t/peBOn responsible for permit (No photOCOf!ied or stamped SlgnoiUres} 

Form 3-200-37 Rev. 02/2014 Page I of8 



E. EXPORTIRE-EXPORT/IMPORT/JNTERSTATE AND FOREIGN COMMERCE/TAKE OF NON­
NATIVE ANIMALS (Live/samples/parts/products) (CITES and/or ESA) 

Allow at leas/ 90 days for tire application to be processed Applications for endangered species permits must he 
published ill the Federal Register for a 30-day public comment period. 

Complete all questions on the application. Mark questions that are not applicable with "N/A". If needed, use a 
separate sheet of paper. On all attachments or separate sheets you submit, indicate the application question number 
you are addressing. If you are applying for multiple specimens, be sure to indicate which specimen you are 
addressing in each response. 

I. What activity are you requesting authorization to carry out (Indicate appropriate activities): 

EXPORTD 
INTERSTATE COMMERCE D 

IMPORT[LJ 
FOREIGN COMMERCE 1-1 _ _J 

•Interstate Commerce penn its authorize the sale of endangered and threatened species across State lines, but 
only for that will contribute to enhancing the propagation or survival of that species. Captive-breeding alone 
will not generally meet this requirement. Scientific research must be related to the spt:cies to be permitted. 
Interstate commerce activities with wildlife require the buver to obtain a permit prior to the sale. 

2. For EACH animal/specimen involved in the proposed activity provide: 

Scientific name (genus, Common Birth/Hatch Quantity Gender, Penn anent Type of Sample or 
species, and, if Name Date if markings <~.g . product (e.g .• blood, 11ssuc, 

applicable, subspecies) (mm/dd/yy~)') known ~noo, 1011, ON A) 

Or microchip II, scan), 
Approxima if alive 

te date 

~ 
V«<tfti)tuch:ularis 

Andean GAN#: 
Vultur gryphus 12/09/2013 F Live Animal Condor WYR13-02444 

3. 1 he current location of the specimcn(s) (address and country): 

Name: Taronga Conservation Society of Australia 

Business Name: Taronga Zoo 

Address: Bradley's Head Rd 

Address: 

City: Mosman 

State PrO\ incc: NSW 

Country, Postal Code: Australia, 2088 

3·200-37 Rev 02/2014 Page 2 of 8 
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4. Recipient/Sender: 
• If export, provide name and address of the recipient in the foreign country. 
• If import, provide name and address of the exporter in the foreign country. 
• If interstate or foreign commerce, provide name and address of recipient. 

Name: Taronga Conservation Society of Australia 

Business Name: Taronga Zoo 

Address: Bradley's Head Rd 

Address: 

City: Mosman 

State/Province: NSW 

Country, Postal Code: Australia, 2088 

F. SOURCE OF SPECIMEN (answer question 5 or 6 for each animal/specimen involved, as appropriate). 

5. For each animal or animal from which specimen are obtained hom in captivity: 
a. If you arc the breeder of the specimen(s), please provide a signed and dated statement that includes the 

following: 
i. Scientific name (genus, species, and, if applicable, subspecies) and common name; 
ii. That the animal was bred and bom at your facility; 
iii. Birth/hatch date (mm/dd/yyyy), and, if applicable, identification information (as described in 

question 2b above); 
iv. Name and address of your facility where each animal was bred and born; and 
v. Location (Name of facility, address, city, State/province, postal code) of parental stock. 

b. If you are NOT the breeder of the specimen(s), provide copies of documentation showing that you 
acquired the animal from the breeder or documentation demonstrating the history of transactions 
(e.g., chain of ownership of the animal) and a signed and dated statement from the breeder or 
breeder's record that clearly includes the following: 

i. Scientific name (genus, species, and, if applicable, subspecies) and common name; 
ii. That each animal was bred and born/hatched at his/her facility; 
iii. Birth/hatch date (mmlddlyyyy), and, if applicable, identification information (as described in 

question 2b above); 
iv. Name and address of the breeder's facility; and 
v. Location (name of facility, address, city, State/province, postal code) of parental stock. 

Please see attached Specimen Report 

3-200-37 Rev. 02/2014 Page 3 of8 



6. For each animal specimen taken from the wild, provide the following: 
a. Scientific name (genus, species, and, if applicable, subspecies) and common name; 
b. Specific location of where, when, and by whom (name and address) the specimen was removed from the 

wild; 
c. Purpose of removal and length or approximate length of time held in captivity; 
d. Describe your effort-; to use captive specimens (e.g., captive-born, captive-held), or parts thereof, in lieu 

oftnking animals from the wild. 
e. Copies of your foreign or domestic collecting permit, license, contract or agreement; 
f. Documentation showing that the specimen(s) was legally obtained by the applicant; and 
g. Copies of any applicable State, Tribal, Federal, or Foreign government permits or licenses that 

authorized the removal of this animal from the wild. 

G. JUSTIFICATION FOR REQUESTED ACTIVITY. 

7. Provide a full statement justifying the proposed activity, particularly the following: 
a. Describe the purpose of your proposed activity. For example, if the purpose is scientific research, attach 

a copy of your research proposal outlining the purpose, objectives, methods (e.g., specific information 
on survey/collection methods, sampling regime, equipment to be used), and whether similar work has 
already been done or is currently being done. If the purpose is conservation education, provide copies of 
educational materials (e.g., handouts, text of sign age or public presentations), and include the purpose 
and objectives ofthc proposed activity. If the purpose is for propagation for conservation purposes, 
provide a description ofhow the species will be propagated, disposition of progeny, and cooperative 
agreements that arc. will be established for re-introduction. 

b. Description of the technical expertise of each person (please include CV or resume), as it relates to the 
proposed activities. If the proposed activity involves the import oflive animals, include the experience 
of each animal caretaker working with the species. 

c. Copies of contrclcts, agreements or other documents that identity persons involved and dates of activities 
for which authorization is being requested. 

8. Provide a statement on how the activities will enhance or benefit the wild population (e.g., in-situ and ex­
situ projects). See attached Master Plan 

9. If Jive specimens are to be held in captivity as part of the proposed activity: 
a. Provide a detailed description (e.g., size, construction materials, protection from the clements) and 

photographs or diagrams (no blueprints, please) clearly depicting the existing facilities where the 
wildlife will be maintained. If the specimens will be housed at multiple facilities, either immediately 
or within the next year, provide a full description of each facility. If you are unsure of which facilities 
may be receiving specimens (e.g., SSP has not made final decision), please indicate likely candidates 
and the mechanism that will be used to dctennine recipient facilities. 

b. A statement of the specific technical experience of CV or resume available to the recipient(s) for 
maintaining and propagating live specimens of the same or similar species. 

c. The number of years each species has been maintained at the facility; 
d. The number of births by year for each species for the last 5 years; and 
c. Mortalities at the facility with these or similar species in the last 5 years, causes of such mortalities, and 

steps taken to avoid or decrease such mortalities. 

3-200-37 Rev. 0212014 Page4 of8 
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H. IMPORTS, EXPORTS, OR RE-EXPORTS. 

10. 

II. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

IS. 

16. 

17. 

For shipment of LIVE specimens, the transport conditions for animals must comply with the CITES 
Guidelines for Transport of Live Animals or, in the case of air transport, with the International Air Transport 
Association (lATA) live animal regulations (contact airline for information). As such, describe: 

i. The type, size, and construction of any shipping container; and 
ii. The arrangements for watering or otherwise caring for the wildlife during transport. 

For import of LIVE CITES Appendlx-1 marine mammal specimens, provide a copy of your FWS or 
NOAA Fisheries permit or authorization. 

N/A 

For import of CITES Appcndix-llisted species, provide information to show the import is not for primarily 
commercial purposes as outlined in Resolution Conf. 5.10 (www.cites.org). 

See Attached 
For export of CITES Appcndix-1 species, provide a copy of the CITES import permit, or evidence one will be 
issued by the Management Authority of the country to which you plan to export the specimen(s). In 
accordance with Article Ill of the CITES treaty, it is required that import permits are issued before the 
corresponding export penn it. 

N/A 

If the specimen is being re-exported (e.g., exporting a specimen that was previously imported into the United 
States), provide: 

N/A 

a. A copy of the canceled CITES export or re-export document issued by the appropriate CITES office in 
the country from which the wildlife was imported (if applicable); and 

b. A cleared copy of Fonn 3-177, wildlife Declaration for Import (hard copy or electronic release); or 
c. lfyou did not make the original import, provide a copy of the importer's documents outlined above and 

the invoice or other documentation that shows you acquired the wildlife from the original importer or 
history of transactions which demonstrate chain of ownership. 

All international shipment(s) must be through a designated port. A list of designated ports (where an 
inspector is posted) is available from http:/lwww.fws.gov/lefdesignated-ports.html. If you wish to use a port 
not listed, please contact the Office of Law Enforcement for a Designated Port Exemption Penn it (fonn 3-
200-2). 

Miami. FL 

Name and address where you wish permit mailed, if different from page I (All pennits will be mailed via the 
U.S. Postal Service, unless you identify an alternative means below): 

If you wish the pennit to be delivered by means other than USPS regular mail, provide an air bill, pre-paid 
envelope, or billing infonnation. If you do not have a pre-paid envelope or air bill and wish to pay for a 
courier service with your credit card, please check the box below. Please DO NOT include credit card 
number or other information; you will be contacted for this information. 

0 If a permit is issued, please send it via a courier service to the address on page I or question I I. I 
understand that you will contact me for my credit card information once the application has been processed. 

3-200-37 Rev. 02i2014 Page 5 of8 



18. Who should we contact if we have questions about the application? (Include name, phone number, and emai 1): 

Krista registrar@white-oak.org 

19. Disqualification Factor. A conviction, or entry of a plea of guilty or nolo contendere, for a felony violation of the 
Lacey Act, the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, or the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act disqualifies any such person 
from receiving or exercising the privileges of a permit, unless such disqualification has been expressly waived by the 
Service Director in response to a written petition. (50 CFR 13.2\(c)) Have you or any of the owners of the business, 
if applying as a business, been convicted, or entered a plea of guilty or nolo contendere, forfeited collateral, or arc 
currently under charges for any violations of the laws mentioned above? 

Oves CXJNo lfyou answered '·Yes" provide: a) the individual's name, b) date of charge, c) charge(s), 
d) location of incident, e) court, and t) action taken for each violation. 

3-200-37 Rev. 0212014 Pagc6of8 
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The Andean condor SSP has many facets to establish and support the conservation of the 
species in the wild (primarily) and within zoos. 

In order to support the wild population in Colombia the AZA/SSP population is used to 
produce condors for release into the wild. The model for this program is the successful 
USFWS California condor recovery program. In the CA condor program, condors are 
raised in zoos and most are released into the wild and some are established in zoos as 
breeding pairs. The Andean condor program is similar and an international conservation 
effort (see attached information Colombian Ministry recovery program plan 2006-2016). 
The SSP population is aging and Jess productive than previous years. mportm Andean 
condors from other regions of the world should ultimately increase pro uction making 
available more condors for release into the wild. The s n ng pmdu would serve two 
purposes. If production within the SSP is improved there would be more birds available 
for the release program into the wild and some birds used to establish younger pairs 
within the SSP. The SSPs primary goal is to provide more condors for release into the 
wild. Within the Colombian Zoo Association they are also in the process of importing 
condors to set up additional pairs so some of those offspring can also be released into the 
wild. Between the two zoo associations when production is increased more condors 
would be available to support the Colombian wild population and the recovery effort. The 
Australian zoo association is joining this collaborative effort by providing offspring to 
support the Colombian and SSP conservation efforts. 

9. 
a. 
Condors held in a large netted flight. 150'x 50'x 20' high (polypropylene knotted top 
netting is attached to 11.5' high I" galvanized chain link), with two adjacent 14'x 21' 
smooth/sanded wooden corrals on the far side. 

See attached pictures 

b. See resumes attached 

c. Species has been maintained at White Oak for 6 years 

d. We do not breed the species. k..is..a...\tal.uablB-CQmpooent f<i'f the SSP ~.l 
hol<:lin faciii y. The facility is used to hold juveniles for pre-release conditioning for the 

o ombian release program. A new roll to support the SSP is to also hold condors being 
imported into the United States such as this import. Con ors sexually mature at a slow 
rate (5-8 years). The White Oak facility ows the SSP · o import young condors, 
review thru analysis the production of condors within AZA and provide 
recommendations for the best location with the SSP for an imported condor according to 
the programs breeding and transfer recommendations. 

e. We have not had any mortalities of Andean Condors at White Oak. 



10. 

i. 
Andean Condor will be transported using the guidelines established for international 
shipment of Andean and California Condors. The standard-sized X-Largc Petmatc Sky 
Kennel (40"x27"x30" outside measurements) will be used. The wire door is covered with 
an additional ll4"xl /4" hardware cloth, and the side wired ventilation areas are covered 
with l/2"x 112" hardware cloth to prevent any biting. These ventilation areas are also 
covered with very thin black cloth to reduce stress . The inside flooring has an additional 
2" vinyl coated wire raised 2" from bottom to allow the bird the ability to grip during 
transport. Attached to the vinyl wire is a 6" wide water bowl. The shell of the kennel is 
of heavy duty plastic. 

ii. 
The condor will not need to be fed during transport. Water will be offered in the bowl 
(see above), and may need to be refilled during shipment. The bowl is positioned by 
front door of kennel and is able to be refilled without opening kennel. The kennel is kept 
dark inside to reduce stress during transport. The condor is shipped in a temperature­
controlled environment within the aircraft. 



Specimen Report 

ISIS GAN WYR13-02444 

Vultur gryphus 

Order Falconiformes 
Start Date Jan 01, 1800 

Basic Animal Information 
Sex • Contraception 
Blrthdate • Age 
Origin 
Birth Type 
Sire 
Current Collect ion 
Clutch I litter 

Physical Visit History 

Andean condor 
Family Cathartidae 
End Date Dec 02, 2014 

Status 
Preferred 10 
Rearing 
Hybrid Status 
Dam 
Collection Trip 
Enclosure 

I' Reported By Date Source /10 IHolder/ID 
SYDNEY Dec 09, 201 3 

Ownership VIsit History 
See Physical Visi1 History 

Identifiers 

SYDNEY I 930358 

Reported By Date Type Identifier Location 
SYDNEY Jun 30, 2014 f House Na~ ZULETA 
SYDNEY Dec 09, 2013 

No Permits Found 

Sex Information 

lllocaiiD 

Re~rtedBy Date 
SYDNEY Jun 30, 20 14 
SYDNEY Dec09, 2013 

Parent Info 
lnZIMS Parent Info 

830358 

Female 
Undetermined 

True MIG12-29617990 [SYDNEY J 790051) 
True 25952976 [SYDNEY / 790050) 

•Sex 

Type I Probability 

Dam/100% 
Sire/100% 

Ancestry Information (calculated by ISIS from shared data) 

Copyright, ISIS. 2014. AI rlglll& re&et'lled. 

Alive 

Not a hybrid 
MIG12-29617990 

Term Type 
Birth/Hatch (Physical 
~nd Ownership) 

Recipient I ID 

Comments 

Comments 

Birth Date ReP.:Qrted By 
Sep 17, 1979 SYDNEY 
Sap 17, 1979 SYDNEY 

% Pedigree Known % Pedigree Certain Taxonomlcllnconslstencies No. Identified Ancestors 
100.00% 100.0000 No 4 
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Curriculum Vitae 
IRIC B. BURDEN 

Education 

Masters of Science (MS) - Range & Wildlife Management, State 
Bachelor of Science {BS} - Wildlife Biology,- State Univers 

Work Experience 

Director of Conservation Sustainability - White Oak Conservation Holdings, 
LLC. Yulee Florida. Duties include, but not limited to: 

;;.. Working in partnership with the CEO/ED and management and conservation teams, create the 
strategic five-year plan and implement new processes and approaches to achieve it 

> Assist with the development of the conservation department annual operations plan and budget 
> Participate with the conservation team performance management process that measures and 

evaluates progress against goals for the organization 
);. Provide for all WO and conservation staff a strong day-to-day leadership presence; and support 

an open-door policy with the conservation team 
;;.. With the CEO/ED, coordinate wh:h the WO management team, who have the following 

responsibilities: Conservation Education, Operations, Hospitality, Construction & Maintenance, 
Development 

;;.. Act as liaison to AZA. C2S2, SEZARC, NGO's and private conservation organizations to develop 
and implement sustainable species conservation programs 

;. Ensure optimal animal care and facility standards in compliance with federal and state 
regulations governing animal welfare, housing and care 

> Ensure utmost safety and security for staff and guests of White Oak related to interface with 
animal, education, land stewardship and research programs 

);. Work with the development team to identify and secure grants and funding opportunities to 
sustain WO conservation programs 

' With owner and CEO/Director, develop and implement land stewardship and conservation 
services related to land holdings natural resources, and WO species conservation and 
management objectives 

;. Participate with the development of applied research strategies and projects that promote 
species sustainability and which support WO conservation obJectives 

>- Develop WO capacity and tools to achieve successful wildlife conservation objectives 
;;.. With the Director of Conservation Education, ensure exceptional training environment for 

students at WO 



, With the Director of Conservation Education and Hospitality team, ensure exceptional student 
and guest education and immersion experiences related to the animal and land stewardship 
programs at WO 

, With the CEO/ED, and In coordination with the Director of Conservation Education, develop 
partnerships with conservation, species restoration and land management programs related to 
in situ species conservation projects and initiatives 

, With CEO/ED develop sustainable land and conservation initiative partnerships 
, Develop and communicate the branded message internally and externally 
, Develop key impact measurements for wildlife sustainabfllty and land stewardship programs 
, Work with the non-profit board of directors: present to the board at quarterly meetings and 

serve on board committees 

Employer Contact lnfromation: •••••••••••• 

Range Management Specialist- Natural Resource Conservation 
Service, Duties conducted Include, but not limited to: 

Y Develop Conservation Resource Management Plan 
Babbitt Ranches 
• Digitize ranch fences, water locations/distribution, suggested improvements using GIS 

(ArcMap) 

• Obtained vegetative baseline data for Golden Eagle Conservation Area 
• Hopi 3 Canyon Ranches- Approximately 500,000 acres 

• Calculated the 2013 Grazing Capacity for all ranches by collecting production data 

• Developing a brush contract through the Environmental Quality Incentive Program 
(EQIP) for 7400 acres of Juniperus spp. treatment. 

• Conduct a full resource inventory- 3 year project 
, Juan Tank Allotment- Approximately 20,000 acres 

• Invited as a team member to develop a Conservation Resource Management Plan: An 
Adaptive Management Alternative by the US Forest Service, Permittee and -=attle 
Growers Association 

., Obtained NRCS Conservation Planner Certificate 

, Elected to a 3 year term Society for Range Management- Section as VIce President, 
President Elect and President. 

, Guest Speaker- Society for Range Management - Section "Collaboration: A collaborative 
group at Its Infancy" 

, Member of the Arizona Snow Survey Team 

, Attended over 30 + USDA/NRCS Trainings 

, Collected National Res 
Employer Contact Information: 

:Y Monitoring 
• long Term Condition/Trend 

• Provided current scientific research to validate/enhance present monitoring techniques 
• Collected and analyzed data for the FVll Apache Maid Range Allotment NEPA analysis 

' 



.,, 

• Enhanced present monitoring protocols to include soils, riparian, Invasive species, and 
wildlife attributes 

• Short Term Annual Use Monitoring 
• Conducted clipping and weighing forage measurements to evaluate real time cattle 

management 

• Maintained constant communication with district range staff officer to ensure 
appropriate adaptive management techniques were employed 

• Other 
• Conducted transects to evaluate proper pre and post-fire ar;,.·11na strclte~!les 

• Developed rain monitoring protocol (Statistical Analysis) for 
District Range Departments 

• Gathered and employed historic data regarding past elk/livestock management and 
watershed evaluations 

>- ••••• Ranger District Weed Coordinator FYlO and FY11 
• In FY!O conducted and organized weed treatments, surveys, and end-of-year reporting 
• Initiated planning of FYll program including but not limited to: strategies, budget, and 

community engagement 
• Initiated the development of the collaborative monitoring- Range Group 

(consisted of US Forest Service- Permittees, NRCS, and Univ. o~gricultural 
Extension) 

• Initiated and hosted a Riparian Workshop Ranger Districts 

• Initiated Prescribed Burning on the - Allotment in accordance with EIS. This entailed 
complete coordination among fire, range, archeology, and wildlife staffs 

• Developed, submitted and was granted a~ish and Game Department HPC grant 
proposal for prescribed burning 

> Presentations: 
• Prescribed Burning Symposium- Guest Speake 
• Antelope Foundation llotment 

> Served as daily point of contact to all grazing permittees 
Districts 

Employer Contact Information: 

Teaching Assistantship/Graduate Candidate --State University, 
The position responsibilities included teaching: 

Advanced Biological Statistics (Graduate level) 
> Range Management and Range Inventory Methods 

> In addition, I was Involved In prescribed burning, watershed management and brush 
management 

Employer Contact Information: 

Range Manager & Wildlife Biologist: Supervisory Position ............ . 
The position responsibilities included: 

> Managed annual budget. Budget included, but not limited to: 



• Five permanent employees, Twenty temporary employees, lease Income 
• Responsible for all ranch property taxes and maintaining agricultural exemption 

• Vehicle fleet: 5 trucks, 6 trailers, 10 off road vehicles (buggies) and 4 atv's 
• Heavy Equipment and accessories 

• All infrastructure: over 20 houses, 500+ miles of pipeline, 180+ wells, 1,000 + miles of fence 
> Oversight of thirty ranches totaling 700,000 acres 

• Developed project plans for each ranch 

• Developed a lessee-lessor relationship with over 20 ranchers 
• Instituted environmental monitoring in response to grazing 
• long Term 

• Permanent Transects: Basal Cover, Canopy Cover and Composition with established 
photo points 

• Caged Browse: browsing intensity comparisons 
• Short Term: Continual ocular assessments 

• Implemented protection of springs 
:;;;. Lease management 

• Negotiated terms and responsibilities of the lessee and lessor 

• Point of contact for all infrastructure maintenance and repair 

• Developed a decision tree for new ranch acquisitions and the associated management 
practices needed. Such management decisions included: 

• Stocking rates 

• Deferment of grazing entirely if needed 

• Grazing systems 

• Financial capabilities 
' Native wildlife management and land restoration 

• Developed monitoring transects for Mule Deer and Del Carmen Whitetail Deer 

• Facilitated a safe harbor agreement and The 
Peregrine Fund for Aplamado Falcons. Project area covered 100,000 acres 

• Facilitated the reintroduction of 125 mule deer Into the 
• Instituted both mechanical and chemical management mva brush, as well 

as, a substantial watershed management project that targeted soil erosion and invasive 
brush 

• Supervised 5 permanent and 20 ren'lDCirDI'V t!,ITllJIID\ff!t!.s. 

Employer Contact Information. 

-=ollections Manager : Supervisory Position- Conservatory,- The 
position responsibilities included: 

> Daily management of 25 African and Central-Asian hoof stock species (over 600 individual 
animals) 
• Developed feed ration based on species requirements 

• Developed and maintained preventative health programs that included deworming, 
vaccinations and husbandry practices 

• Responsible for negotiation and ordering of feed and feed supplies 
• Responsible for all animal husbandry decisions, such as, veterinary care and animal 

introductions 

• Maintained all acquisition/disposition, veterinary care, permit records 
; Coordinated and facilitated animal acquisitions 



" . 

• Negotiated all contracts post-
• Scheduled all disease testing based on states requirements 
• Scheduled animal transportation 

);> Design and implementation of new holding facilities and pastures 
• Thirteen pastures (sizes varied from 10 acres to 2,000 acres resulting in thirty miles of 

pasture fences 
• Developed quarantine including animal handling facilities 
• All water storage, line and troughs 

);> Organizational Support 
• Attended AZA annual and mid year meetings 

• Institutional Representative for the American Zoological Association (AZA) Antelope & 
Giraffe Taxon Advisory Group (TAG) 

• Institutional Representative for the AZA Wild Pig & Peccary TAG 

• Institutional Representative for the AZA Wild Sheep & Goat TAG 
• Steering Committee Member for the AZA Wild Sheep & Goat TAG 
• Hosted th Taxon Advisory Group meeting i 
• Attended IUCN Caprinae Specialist Group meeting 
• Addax Antelope reintroduction into Tunisia, Africa. Initiated institutional participation 
• Funde State University, for a Marco Polo Sheep Survey in 

Tajikistan. 
>- Managed and coordinated work schedules and activities 

Employer Contact Information: Some as above or 

- Keeper/Lead Keeper - -=onservation Center, Hoof stock section,­
Promoted to lead keeper - Supervised four permanent employees. Responsibilities included: 

~ Organizing daily activities 
• Conducted morning briefings 
• Liaison for animal care staff and veterinary staff 
• Scheduled all routine medical procedures 
• Ensured quality care through best husbandry practices 
• Maintained dally records 
• Responsible for entering data Into AZA national data bank 

;. Developed and conducted behavioral research of Gerenuk Antelope 
• Protocol 

• Observation of behavioral bouts 
• Responsible for all data accu 

Employer Contact 

Rhino Internship- Wildlife 

~ Organizing daily activities 
• Feeding and cleaning of 5 Southern Black Rhino 
• Conducted behavioral observations for a Dallas Zoo study 
• Conditioning females to free stall chute for ultrasound investigations 
• Ensured quality care through best husbandry practices 
• Maintained daily records 

Employer contact fnjormation: 



Research Fellow --State University,- Received a 

grant to conduct research on the autumn foraging ecology and patch dynamics of endangered 

Woodland Caribou in the Selkirk ecosystem. Research included field trials using tame woodland caribou. 

Fellowship IVJenco,,-: 

Conferences & Meetings 
r --Vice President of Society for Range Management Arizona Section (3 year term: Vice 

President, President Elect and then President). 

,. 
;.. 

Society of Range Manage men Section, Guest Speaker 

nch Board of Directions for the anch, Guest Speaker--

Antelope Society, Fundraising Presentation 

Prescribed Burning Symposium, Guest Speaker 

Riparian -Wetland Proper Functioning Condition workshop participant. 

Prescribed Burning Trai 

Pronghorn Antelope Symposium, Guest Speaker 

Hosted the NRCS Conservation District annual meeting 

Desert Bighorn Sheep Council- - · 

Hosted the Caprinae Taxon Advisory 

Attended one or both the AZA national and regional/mid-year TAG meetings. 

Awards 
;... Certificate of Appreciation - Natural Resource Conservation "'P""""P 
;.. Merit Award - U.S. Forest Service, Red Rock Ranger 
;.. Merit Award - U.S. Forest Service, Red Rock Ranger 

> Game & Fish Habitat Partnership Commi 
burning within pronghorn antelope habi 

> Merit Award - U.S. Forest Ranger 

r Letter of Recognition ..-Trail Land & Cattle Co. 

> Letter of Recognition - White Oak Conservation Center 

Community Service 

~ : Our family currently volunteers at t 
;... : Organized co-workers to volunteer at t 

and distributed to people with needs. 
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Andrew Schumann 
ASchumannt1i>wh ite-oak.org 

EDUCATION 
- '-'UII~C"< 
Associate of Scienc~ Technology 
State University o...____ 
Bachelor of Science Degree - Zoology 

White Oak Conservation Holdings, LLC., Yulee, FL 
Senior Avian Specialist. Manage the avian collection. Exhibit design 
and construction. Acquisition and disposition of breeding birds and 
offspring. Develop and implement all protocols in area. Oversee 
employees and interns working the area. Incubation and hatchery 
management. Organize shipments and transports. 
Association of Zoos and Aquariums Midyear Confcrencc-

Aunual Meeting-
of ex-situ and in-situ pop~ng of new 

genetic research. Planning of genetic introgression into refuge. 
White Oak Conservation Center, Yulee, FL 
Animal Care Specialist. Daily care and management of ungulates, 
carnivores, and birds. Administered medications. Experienced in 
capture, manual restraint and handling of various hoofstock. birds, 
cheetah, and maned wolf. Participated in domestic and international 
animal shipping/transport and loading/crating. Assisted electro 
ejaculations, artificial inseminations, veterinary procedures, neonatal 
exams, and necropsies. Assisted in first ever successful Gerenuk 
artificial insemination. Implemented equid and antelope hoof 
trimming/care/corrective repair. Hand rearing of Okapi, White Rhino, 
Lesser Kudu, Roan Antelope, Gerenuk, Blue-billed Curassow, 
Cassowary. Experienced in various avicultural techniques such as 
artificial incubation, incubator fumigation, incubator operation, assisted 
hatching, flight restraint, egg necropsies, egg sexing, artificial 
insemination, semen collection, and candling. Experienced in giraffe and 
antelope hydraulic/manual squeeze chute operation. Cheetah breeding. 
After hours observation on pregnant, neonate, ill, and injured animals. 
Direct participation in reintroductions, conservation projects, and Florida 
Panther rehabilitation. Implemented operant conditioning (crating, scale 
training, blood draws, etc ... ) on tigers, rhinoceros, okapi, cheetah, and 
dog. Assisted in lure coursing cheetah. Pest management. Tractor, 
mower, weedeater, chainsaw, dump trucks (hydraulic and PTO), manual 
transmission vehicles, forklift operation. Loaded and unloaded crated 
rhinoceros onto trailers. Coordinated, trained, utilized volunteers and 
interns. Participated in guest-animal interactions, donor and private 
tours, special events and guest on-site transportation. Created and 
implemented bird watching tour for fund raising. 
Blue-billed Curassow Working G~ 
Representatives fro~Zoo,-- Zoo Global- and 



White Oak Conservation Center working with ACOPAZOA (Colombian 
Zoo and Aquarium Association) towards developing in-situ and ex-situ 
conservation of the Blue-billed Curassow, Crax alberti. 
Conscn-ation Centers for Su 

in training earn on 
te recapture of reintroduced birds previously held at 
White Oak Conservation Center fo- GPS telemel attachment. 
lntcrnationa~orkshop, 
SSP and EEP demographics, Epulu up ates, rcsenrch project reviews, 
future plans for ex-situ and in-situ~ 

College Teaching Zoo,--
Daily care and management of exotic animals in an AZA 
accredited facility including numerous species of mammals, birds, 
amphibians, invertebrates, and both venomous and non-venomous 
reptiles. Hands-on and classroom experience in animal restroint, 
nutrition, record keeping, enclosure construction and design, diet 
preparation, administering medications, animal training, enrichments 
(both scheduled and self-designed), giving tours, special events, and 
work with the 

Cashier, Sales, Animal Care 

VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE 
- Zoo Alliance for Conscn-ation and Rescarch,-
Seasonal Changes in Reproductive Hormones, Glucocorticoids, and 
Aggressive Behavior in Captive Bluc·billcd Curossows, Crax a/beni. 
Mulit- institutional study using fecal hormone analysis and measured 
aggression to impro\-e management and natural history of this critically 

Monitoring- State Park, 

Nest searching, taking GPS coordinates of nests, monitoring chick 
numbers, preventing human disturbance, educating the public. 

- Bat Conscn-ancy 
88 hours experience in 
medication, and assisted with blood 

and smaller fruit bats. A 
nd Consen-ation Institute, 

microchip reading, 
study of 

Survey of Swallow-tailed kite nests and owl populations within 
proximity to Swallow-tailed Kite nests. ill••• Population Study, 
Assisted biologists with marking 
Scrub Lizards caught in pit traps and recording data for 

- Multi-Species Recovery Plan. 
Sun-ey for Nature Operations Division of 

. . 



Survey of the population density of Brown-headed Nuthatch within 
~ature Center for the Nature 0~. 
--Biological Research Station--­
Assisted with capture and banding of Red-cockade~ 
Bachman's Sparrow, and Henslow's Sparrow with---­

Auault>on Society. 
Audubon Soci 



ScOTTY WADE 

Animal Collections Manager with over 25 years experience managing exotic animal collections in situ 
and ex silu. 

• People Management • Exotic animal collections management 
• Specialist, advisor and instructor for 

ungulate and equid husbandry 
including hoof trimming and rhino 
anaethesia 

• Coordinating inter- and 
intraorganizational cooperative 
agreements for breeding, dietary needs, 
veterinary care, transportation 

• Research in situ and ex situ • Fiscal management 
• Facilities and operations management 

including operation of heavy 
machinery, landscaping maintenance, 
animal housing maintenance 

• Game capture and restraint within US 
and internationally including rhino, 
giraffe, elephant and buffalo 

£':~RE:~R HIG151UGNTS 
WHITE OAK CONSERVATION 
Animal Collections Manager 
Area Supervisor 

Yulee, FL 

Section Leader 
Animal Keeper 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Ten years experience managing White Oak animal collection containing 24 species with 
over 280 animals resulting in over 750 animal births 
Oversee staff contingency of 15-20 including full-time, seasonal and interns 
Organize transfers of animals to international (Africa and Middle East) and national 
facilities for breeding and exhibit loans 
Arrange quarantine facilities and procedures for animal accession and disposition 
Coordinate departments within White Oak and with outside facilities for veterinary care 
Manage operations and facilities maintenance for animal collection areas including heavy 
machinery operation, pasture management, animal enclosure, electrical and water system 
maintenance 
Oversee and perform hooftrimming for over ISO animals at White Oak and other 
institutions in US and internationally 
Consultant for ~rticularly associated with ungulate species (Giraffe 
Enclosure and----Zoo) 
25 years experience in exotic animal capture and restraint including capture and transport 
within South Africa of rhino, elephant, cape buffalo and cheetahs. Experience transporting 
giant eland overseas from White Oak to South Africa 
Over 15 years experience managing feed orders and deliveries resulting in beneficial 
supplier relationships and financial savings 



aFFILIATIONS 

Member of Antelope TAG steering committee 
Member of Equid TAG steering committee 
VP Roan TAG SSP 
SSP Institutional Representative for White Oak for addra gazelle, bongo. grevy zebra. lesser kudu, 
gerenuk and Somali wild ass 

RESEARO 
Clippinger TL, Citino SB, WadeS. 1998. Behavioral and physiologic response to an intermediate­
acting tranquilizer, Luclopenthixol, in captive nile lechwe (Kobus megaceros). Proc. ofthc Ann 
Meet Am Assoc Zoo Vet 38-40. 
Siegai-Willott J, Citino SB, WadeS, Elder L, llayck LA, Lance WR. 2009. Butorphanol, 
azapcrone, and medctomidine anesthesia in free-ranging white-tailed deer (Odocoileus 
virginianus) using radiotransmitter darts. J Wild! Dis. 45(2):468-80 
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WORK EXPERIENCE: 

White Oak Wildlife Conservation 
Animal Manager: 
Supervisor Carnivore & Reptile Arcn 
Supervisor Carnivore Area 
Lead Carnivore Keeper 
Carnivore Keeper 
- Duties include overseeing staff and interns, animal husbandry, 
documentation for animal disposition and accession, carnivore breeding 
programs, collaboration with other zoos in captive care for SSP animals 

Consultant I Keeper: project, c/o White Oak 
Plantation 
-Duties included care, maintenance, & preparation for shipment of wild 
caught Okapi. 

Zoo Keeper: - Zoo 
Duties included care/maintenance of various ungulates, birds, etc. 
Assisted with hand-rearing ofhoofstock. 

Reptile Curator: •••••••• 
-Duties included care/ maintenance of a variety of reptiles, cashier, tour 
guide, show assistant, etc. 

Wildlife Keeper: - Safari Park 
-Duties included care/ maintenance of reptile collection, tour 
guide/lecturer 

_,erpentarium -
-Duties included care/ maintenance of a variety of reptiles, cashier, tour 
guide, show assistant, etc. 

Volunteer Keeper: - Park 
Duties included care /maintenance of a variety of animals in the 
children's area. 904 volunteer hrs. 

RELATED WORK EXPERIENCE: 

-
-

- Conservation 
Worked with cheetahs at CCF prior to importation of3.3 cheetahs to 
White Oak. 

Conservation & Breeding Center, -



-
Consultation on cheetah breeding & management techniques 

Assistant with Maned wolf field project in - National Park, -

EDUCATION: 

ity Coli 
Continuing education: "Grammar I" and "'Reports & Memos" 
"Effective Business Presentations" 
mmunity College 
Continuing education: Biology of Captive Wildlife Management offered 
through the Education Department at Zoo, 
Basic Math and Natural Environment. 

ATIONS: 
Fe lid TAG: "Panther Rehabilitation at White Oak"' 
•••community Collage: ·'White Oak Wildlife Internship" 
Completed an updated Cheetah llusbandry Manual 
~~~~~-·~Community College: .. Panther Rehabilitation at White Oak" 

Panther Workshop: '·Panther Rehabilitation at White Oak" 
Fetid TAG: ·'Panther Rehabilitation at White Oak" 
Central Florida AAZK: .. Cheetah Conserv~ 
Wildlife Breeders & Exhibitors Conference,__.. "Carnivore 
Management" 
•••community College: "Carnivore Management" 
Fe lid TAG & NOAHS days: ·'Keepers Perspective on Research Projects'" 

Community Collage: ·'Maned wolves" 
Zoo AAZK: '·Maned wolves" 

ACTIVITIES: 
Cheetah SSP Management Committee Member 
Maned Wolf SSP Management Committee Member 
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To Whom It May Concern: 

Andean condors are part of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums' (AZA) 
Species Survival Plan® (SSP). SSPs began in 1981 as a cooperative 
population management and conservation program for selected taxa in 
zoos and aquariums in. North America. SSPs were developed to manage 
animal populations for zoos in order to maintain healthy, self-sustaining 
populations that are both genetically diverse and demographically stable. 
The mission of the program is to help ensure the survival of selected 
wildlife species into the future, and to provide a link between zoo and 
aquarium animals and the conservation of their wild counterparts. Since its 
inception in 2003, the Andean condor SSP has evolved to become a more 
holistic cooperative program encompassing a wide variety of activities 
such as reintroduction to the wild, research, public education, and fund 
raising. 

Recently the Taronga Conservation Society of Australia, a member of the 
Australian Zoo Association, has joined in our efforts to establish Andean 
condors as a sustainable population. In addition, a Memorandum of 
Understanding was developed between Australia Zoo Aquarium 
Association and Association of Zoos and Aquariums (see attached). 

The Andean Condor SSP is supportive of importing this condor, produced 
at Taronga Conservation Society of Australia, to improve the genetics and 
demographics of the current AZA population. 

The chick would be transferred to White Oak Wildlife Conservancy. The 
specimen is a female hatched 9/12/2013. ISIS GAN: WYR13-02444. 

R~~_.#~~ 
Michael Mace 
AZA Andean Condor SSP Coordinator 
Curator of Birds 
San Diego Zoo Safari Park 

15500 san Pasqual Valley Rd. Escondido, CA 92027·7017 



A. 

Jnter-regional partnership for the Andean Condor 
Taronga Conservation Society Australia (on behalf of the Zoo Aquarfaum Association) 

and Association of Zoos and Aquariums 

between Taronga Conservation Society Australia (Taronga) and the AZA's Andean Condor 
Species Survival Plan "in order to facilitate co-operation In the management and propagation of 
Andean Condors and better contribute Internationally to the in·sltu conservation of this species. 

• We [Taronga (through its ZAA membership) and AZA) will share a single studbook overseen by 
the AZA Species Coordinator/Studbook Keeper with contributions and updates from the ZAA 
institutions participating with this species to ensure the most beneficial genetic management for 
both regions. The studbook will be in PopLfnk format, which can be translated to SPARKS format 
for the ZAA needs. 

• The AZA Species Coordinator/Studbook Keeper will ensure the studbook remains current at all 
times and available to the ZAA and Taronga at any time. 

• AZA will provide breeding and transfer recommendations to the ZAA Institutions until the 
number of animals In ZAA institutions reaches a population where development of a regional 
ZAA plan is more efficient. 

• Taronga will attempt to breed the Andean Condors and any successfully reared offspring will be 
transferred to the Andean Condor SSP, except where Taronga has indicated a desire to retain 
the individual. 

• Recommendations for future exchanges will enhance tne overall sustalnability of both regional 
populations to stand alone with minimized transfers. 

• All costs associated with the export, commencing with pre-export quarantine, will be borne by 
the receiving Institution. The recommendation of the AZA will be that anlmals are provided 
"gratis'' or on long-term loan. The receiving institution will also. be provided with conservation 
options to meet the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service enhancement requirements. 

Michael Mace 
AZA Andean Condor Spedes 
Survival Plan ·eo-ordlnator 
SAN DIEGO ZOO SAFARI PARK 

Simon Duffy 
General Manager 
TARONGA CONSERVATION 
SOCIETY AUSTRAUA 



Inter-regional partnership for the Andean Condor 
Zoo Aquarium Association and Association of Zoos and Aquariums 

This appendix to the general Memorandum of Understanding between the Zoo Aquarium Association 
(ZAA) and the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) Is for the Andean Condor (Vultur grvphus). 

• We (ZAA and AZA) will share a single studbook overseen by the AZA Species 
Coordinator/Studbook Keeper with contributions and updates from the 2AA Institutions 
participating with this species to ensure the most benenc:ial genetic management for both 
regions. The studbook will be In PopUnk format, which can be translated to SPARKS format for 
the ZAA needs. 

• The AZA Species Coordinator/Studbook Keeper will ensure the studbook remains current at all 
times and available to the ZAA at any time. 

• AZA will provide breeding and transfer recommendat'ons to the ZAA Institutions until the 
number of animals In ZAA instittJtlons reaches a population where development of a regional 
ZAA plan Is more efficient 

• Recommendations for future exchanges wlll enhance the overall sum Inability of both regional 
populations to stand alone with minimized transfers. · 

• All costs associated with the e><port. commendng with pre·elCport quarantine, will be borne by 
the receiving institution. The recommendation of the AZA will be that animals are provided 
"gratis" or on long-term loan. The receMng Institution will also be provided with conservation 
options to meet the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service enhancement requirements. 

-~Q 
Michael M11ce 

AZA Andean Condor Species 

Survival Plan "co-ordinator 

SAN DIEGO ZOO SAFARI PARK 

/Z -12- Z..OIJ 

General Manager 
TARONGA CONSERVATION 

SOCI ETV AUSTRALIA 

lo b~ Z.o!3 
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, Import Andean Condor- Taronga Zoo 

2.015 

The Andean condor' SSP recently developed a new master plan in.2013 designed to manage the 

population within AZA. As part of the process the population was analyzed to determine sustainability. 

The current AZA population Is aging and there Is a need to import younger, unrelated birds Into the 

population from various sources such as other zoo associations around the world. This particular female 

condor from the Europe_~n Associat~on of Zo?s and Aquaria would be paired with. a sui~able mate when 
imported. 

The current. formaUy managed population of Andean condors is 71 animals (31 males, 39 females, 1 
unknown sex) distributed among 36 AZA Institutions. The Raptor Taxon Advisory Group has set the 
target size for th1s population to be 85 birds (2009 Regional Colteclion Plan). At present, the Andean 
condor program qualifies as a Yellow SPP Program (~0 animals; <90% gene diversity for 100 years). 

Results of the master plan: 

Genetic and demographic analyses of the North American Regional Studbook for Andean Condor 
(current to 17 August 2012) were performed using PopUnk 2.3 and PMx,'t.1.10120801, resulting in the 
current breeding and transfer plan for this species. The current gene diversity In the analytical population 
Is 97.62% of that present In the founding population. Gene diversity at 100 years from present is 
projected to be -84% if the population grows at its projected growth rate of 3% per year to the target size 
of 85 birds. Although recent population management strategies have focused on trying to breed birds 
with low and well-matched mean kfnships to improve g~ne diversity retention, the population's declining 
size, declining Ne/N ratio, and decreased reproduction indicate that. over the short term, more emphasis 
needs to be placed on demographic management Thus, although birds with well-matched mean 
kinships will continue to be paired to produce offspring with low Inbreeding coefflclents, more birds with 
high mean klnships are receiving breading recommendations to increase reproduction. 

Demography 
Current population size (males.females.uknown) 

# Animals excluded from analytical population 

Populatioo size following exclusions 

Target population size 

Mean generation time (T; in years) 

Projected Population Growth Rate (>-) 

Historic Population Growth Rate (average A 1930-2012) 

Recent Population Growth Rate (average 1\ 2008-2012) 

71 (31.39.1) 

11 (2.8.1) 

60 (29.31 .0) 

85 

24.1 

1.03 

1.03 

0.97 
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Genetics 

Current 
2013 

Potential 

Founders 36 4 additional 

Founder genome equivalents (FGE) 21.04 33.72 

Current gena d.verslty (GD %) 97.62 98.50 

Population mean kinship (MK) 0.0238 

Mean Inbreeding (F) 0.0000 

% pedigree known before assumptions and exclus•ons 76 

% pedigree known after assumptions and exclusions 100 

Effectrve population size/census size ratio (Ne IN) 0 .17 

Years To 90% Gene Diversity 54. 

Years To 10% loss of GD 73" 

Gene Dlvetslty at 100 Years From Present (%) 84. 

prDj~cllons based on the current analytical population growing at a rate of A= 1.03 to the target size of 85 birds 

The exact determination of where to place this imported condor will be done at the end of the 2015 

breeding season. The master plan recommended some condors be re-paired with other condors in an 

attempt to stimulate breeding within the AZA SSP population. This imported condor will be placed 

within the SSP population in the most suitable loc.ation and pairing after an analysis of the 2015 

breeding season. 

Since 1988, 74 condors have been sent to Colombia to support their recovery effort. One component of 
the Andean condor SSP is the reintroduction of birds back into their native habitat. Since the inception 
of the release program in 1989, One component of the Andean condor SSP is the reintroduction of birds 
back into their native habitat. Beginning in 1989, 18 institutions In the SSP have been producing condors 
for reintroduction into the wilds of Colombia and Venezuela. Biologists in Colombia have confirmed that 
released birds have thrived, matured, breed and are raising offspring- a great success for the program. 
In 2012, the SSP began working with Asociacion Colobiana De Parques Zoologicos Y Arcuarios 
(ACOPAZOA) to assist them in esta.blishing Andean condors in Colombian zoos that, In the future, would 
produce offspring for release into the wild. To determine habitat utilization of released condors, a 
monitor'ng system using satellite telemetry has been put in place In conjunction with the Universidad 
Javeriana and the Corporacion Autonoma Boyaca. A PhD student is receiving training on the monitoring 
system and has been overseeing the efforts. Andean condors released Into the wild are outfitted with 
telemetry units which provide more accurate data on the ranging patterns of the condors. The 
information will help conservation managers determine where the birds spend their time in order to 
make well informed decfslons and recommendations on protected areas as well as target conservation 
education efforts to those communities where the condors are located. 

• J. t. 
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The female Involved with this import will be considered as a future mate for a condor currently in the 
SSP population. 
This condor would also increase the genetic diversity In the AZA population and improve the age 
demographics for this aging population. 
The condor will be housed at the White Oak Conservation Center in Yulee, Florida. As the condor 
becomes of reproductive age in a few years the population will again be analyzed to determine a 
suitable mate and location for setting up as a reproductive pair. 
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4~ Australian Government 

~ Department oftbe Environment 

Krista Mercurio 
Registrar 
White Oak Conservation Center 
reoistrar@white=gak.org 

Dear Ms Mercurio 

I refer to the application from Taronga Conservation Society Australia for a permit to export 
one Andean Condor to White Oak Conservation Center, USA. 

I am pleased to inform you that White Oak Conservation Center's facility has been assessed 
and the Department is satisfied that the zoo is suitably equipped to manage, confine and 
care for Andean condors. 

Once the CITES import permit is issued by the CITES Management Authority in the USA (in 
accordance with CITES Article Ill (2 (d)), and it is determined that all other requirements 
under s. 303CG of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 have 
been met, the Department will issue the export permit for the Andean Condor. 

Yours sincerely 

I ''l ()c.._, /J.,vc,:._:L-. 
Megan Smith 
Assistant Director 
Wildlife Trade Assessments 
~ January 2015 



.. Mlnlsterio de Amblente, Vivlenda y Desarrollo T arT1torlal 
.: Dlre«Jon de E.coslslemas 

_ . RepilbiJca de Colo!rilla 
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Bogota. D.C. J ~5 SEP 2011 

·' 
Doctor: 
ALAN LIEBERMAN 
Director of Regional Conservation Program 
San Diego Zoo Institute for Conservation Research 
15600 San Pasqua! Valley Road 
Escondido, California, 92027 

Dear Dr Alan, 

Pr~~d 
pa!JDB~Ds 

The Ministry of Environment, Housing and Territorial Development of Colombia, as 
CITES Administrative Authority of Colombia, is grateful with the San Diego Zoo Institute 
for Conservation Program for its unconditional support to the Andean Condor National 
Conservation Program, through Its delivery of Andean condors breeded within the ex 
situ breeding program, carried out by your institution. 

The Andean Condor National Conservation Program is a framework, which since 2006, 
has been focused on local and international efforts to improve conservation status of this 
specie. Currently, Colombian condors have been protected through conservation 
f~gures such as reintroduction cores, and natural populations' cores. We already 
confirmed some successful reproductive events, on natural conditions, at the "Los 
Nevados National Natural Park". 

After the Second national workshop MAndean Condor National Conservation Program" 
held in July 2011 in Bogota Colombia, we recognize and began to tackle the challenge 
of set up an ex situ breeding program, as well as to lead importation and reintroduction 
processes of several animals in repopulation cores. 

In this regard, we want to invite the San Diego Zoo Institute and the Andean Condor 
Conservation Initiative to start together with the Colombian Government, a long term 
initiative, to establish viable Andean condor populations ex situ, and to strengthen all 
previous processes of importing individuals and reintroduction into the repopulation core 
areas of Colombia. 
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In a first' assessment, from the 2nd National Workshop on Andean Condor, Colombia has 
indentify the need for at least two female condors, which will reinforce and improve 
reproductive fitness of the most successful repopulated groups since the Nallonal 
Conservafio!) Program was inHialed. AU Information related to CITES permits reguired by 
the US Administrative Authority is also needed. 

Finally, llie Ministry of Environment, Housing and Territorial Development of Colombia is 
aware on how important your help is, in order to achieve our proposed goals about 
condor's conservation; so ir you consider that your participation in this initiative is 
feasible, we would appreciate your confirmation. For all additional information about this 
request, do not hesitate in get in contact with biologist Claudia Rodriguez 
Ccrodrjguez@mjnambiente.gov.col. 

Cordially, 

XIO 
Co inator of the Ecosyst Office 
CrfES AdministratiVe Authonly of Colombia 
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Page 2: A retrospective of the release efforts beginning in 1989 as a collaborative program 
between the SSP of the American Zoo Association and various governmental and non­
governmental agencies. Sixty-seven birds were released over the ensuing 20 years in 5 ~ey 
areas: National Pams in Chlngaza, Purace, Los Nevados, the Chiles Indian Reservation and the 
Paramo Siscunsi. 

Page 3: A tabular summary of the birds released in three national pams over the 20 year 
effort, showing a total of 39 birds released with a confirmed survivorship of 29 individuals. 

Pages S-9: The local indigenous communities were given training and education workshops in 
the conservation of the Andean condor through the local school systems. The importance of 
the condor as a component of the Andean ecology was stressed to remove the hunting 
pressure that has been one of the limiting factors preventing recovery of the species. 

Page 10-13: The local community leaders were trained to be para-biologists, responsible for the 
monitoring, trac~ing and recording the sightings and movements of the released condors. 
Involvement of the communities and their leadership has been ~ey to the survival of the 
released condor cohorts. 

Page 11: A compilation of all the schools who have incorporated "condor training" in their 
curriculum, and the number of students who have participated in the course. 

Page 14: The names, communities and phone numbers of the community para-biologists. 

Pages 16-18: Examples of maps detailing the movements and observations of the released 
condors using the data provided by the community para-biologists. 

Page 24: Photos and description of historical nesting sites of condors in Purace National Par~ 
and more recently, active nesting sites of birds released in Purace National Par~. 

Page 30: Map of Chingaza National Part:? showing a concentration of sightings in the area of 
l:lnown breeding sites as well as observations of adult birds (from prvious years' releases) and 
their juvenile offspring. 

Page 35 : Table 3, with all birds released in the National Pams, their studbool:l lndentifiers, 
their zoos of origin, their release sites and dates and their last ~nown observation. 
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PROGRAMA CONDOR ANDINO COLOMBIA 
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J PLAN DE ACCION 2006 - 2016 

Libertod y Orden 

Ministerio de Ambiente, Vivienda y Desarrollo Territorial 
Republica de Colombia 



libertod y Orden 

Ccnvcnio de Asocioc1on t-: o. 1S.t de 1009 cn~rc cl Mini1tcrie 
de Arnbicntc. ViVICildO y Dclarrollo rcmtOiiol- MAVDT y 

Ia rundacicn para cl M onE'j:l y Comcrvaci6n de lm 
Ecmi1tcmm Nectrop1calcs - NEOTROPICAI 

ANTECEDENTES 

El condor andino ha ocupado ancestralmente la mayor parte deJa Cordillera de los Andes 
en Colombia, en m:is de veinte nucleos poblacionales reportados por Tovar (1985). No 
obstante, en b acrualidad sus poblaciones naturales en el pais sc rcstringen a los clos 
extremos de su distribuci6n geografica: cl \'olean de Chiles en limites con Ecuador y la 
Sierra Nevada de Santa i\1arta y el corredor nororiental de p{trarnos ubicados entre csta y 
la Sierra Nevada de Gt.iic:in al norte de Boyac:i. 

Durante la d<:cacla de 1980 la coopcraci6n de \'arias institucioncs norteamericanas 
pcrmitio cstandarizar los prorocolos de manejo y rcproduccit'm en cautiverio del condor 
andino con fines de rcpoblaci6n, con base en los metodos dcsarrotlados para d condor 
c,lliforniano en cl San Diego \VHd Animal Park y Los Angeles Zoo (T ooner & Risser, 1987; 
Kuebler & Whitman, 1988, citJdos por Uebcrman ct. a/., 1993). Desdc entonccs, The 
Zoological Society of San Diego ha mantcnido un program.t continuo de produccion de 
clindorcs andinos ju\'cniles dcstinados a prncesos de repoblacion en el norte de 
Suramerica, particularmente Colombia y \ 'enc=uela. 

La drmm1tica redueci6n de sus poblaciones en Colombia motin1 a varias insrituciones a 
inici.tr en 1989 un proceso de repoblacion de la espccie en Colombia. Asi, durante el 
periodo 1989 - 2009 han sido libcrados en ColombiJ 67 ejemplares jm•eniles de condor 
andino en 5 nOclcos de repoblaci6n: cl Parquc Nacional l':amral PNN Chinga=a en 
Cundinamarca, los resguardos indigenas de Puracc y Chiles en Cauca y Narifto, 
respcctivamente, cl Parque Nacional Narur.1l Los Ncvados en CaldJs y cl plramo de 
Siscunsl en 13oyaca. Actuahnente, el programa de rcpoblaci6n de la cspccie en e1 pals cs t[t 
siendo uderado por cl Survival Species Program SSP en Escados Unidos y Ia Fundaci6n 
NEOTROPICAL en Colombia. 

l'vledi,mte la liberaci6n y seguimicnro con tccnic,ts de rJdio telemcrria de los cjemplarcs, 
fue posiblc obscrvar aspectos del aprendizJje de vuclo e inclu!>o una cxitos,t intcgr,tci6n 
de la mayor parte de indi\iduos libcrados al media natural, incluycndo Ia interacci6n con 
ejemplares ~ilvcstres en el \'o1can Ch.ile6 (Gomez, 1992; Uebcrman ct. al., 1993; Barrera & 
Feliciano, 1994 ). Con la implemcntaci(m de estratcgias de socializaci6n, scnsibilizaci6n y 
participacion comunitaria y la realizaci6n de un taller de evaluaci6n dd estado actual de 
la cspccie en el pais a finales de 2005 se logr6 avanzar en el conocimiento de Ia especie 
como base para la definicion y desarrollo de estrarcgias de manejo y conscr\'acion. 

los primeros tree; nucleos de repoblaci6n (Chinga::a, Puracc y Chiles), esrablccidos entre 
1989 y 1996 incluyeron la libcraci6n y scguimicnto de 34 ejcmplarcs juveniles durante un 
penodo de entre 5 10 aftos. El rnonicoreo de los eJemplares liberados en Chmga=a, Puracc 
y Chiles, fue regular y permanence hast.tl995; en Chingazn y Puracc fue re.llizado por e1 
lNO~RrNA y Ia Fundaci6n RcnaSer, yen Chiles fuc asumido por la Fundaci6n FES. 
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Convcnio de Asociaci6n No. 15~ de 200') entre cl Ministcrio 
de Ambicnte, Vtvtcndo y Desarrollo Tcmtcnal- MAVDT y 

Ia Funda<1on para el ManCJO y Comcrvact6n de los 
Ec01istcmos Ncotropic:olcs - I\: EO TROPICAl. 

El seguimienco al nucleo de Chiles fue cl primero en ser suspendido en 1995 debido a1 
probable desplazamiento de los condores hacia los paramos de El Angel y El Pinal y el 
volcan Cayambe en el norte de Ecuador (Barrera &: Feliciano, 1994; Fundacion RenaSer, 
1995); desde tal fecha no se realiz6 seguimiento alguno de los ejemplares pertenecientes a 
este nucleo. Durante el periodo 1996 ~ 1998, el seguimiento de los nucleos de Chingaza y 
Purace fue realizado de manera intermitente por la Fundaci6n RenaSer con el apoyo de 
las corporaciones aut6nomas regionales CAR y CRC, respectivamente. Entre 1999 - 2001, 
mediante d credito BID 774/0C~CO y el Converuo de Cooperacion No. 98057/98 
FONADE - CAR Cundinamarca y el apoyo del Mirusterio del Medio Ambience (Unidad 
Coordinadora - Subprograma de Inversiones Ambientales ), la Fundaci6n RenaSer 
continu6 con el seguirniento de los nucleos de repoblaci6n, incluidos los de Chingaza y 
Purace y realizo un acercantiento al estado del nOcleo de Chiles sin resultados en la 
localizaci6n del grupo de seis ejemplarcs reintroducidos desde 1990. 

En la siguiente tabla se relaciona cl numero de ejemplares de c6ndor andino liberados en 
Colombia durante el periodo 1989 - 2001, correspondiente a los nucleos de repoblaci6n 
localizados en Chingaza, Purace y Chiles (fuenre: tv1A VDT, 2006; acrualizada por 
Fundacion NEOTROPICAL). 

\Jl"CI I 0 Dl 1~1 POBL \CIO'\ 

PNN Chingaza 

Resguardo IndJgena de Puract 

Resguardo lndJgena de Chiles 

Paramo de San Cayetano 

I ll \IPI \RI <.; ,, ,u-i-z)--r -~~-,-,~~~~ ,-·-
5 

6 

5 

3 

8 

6 

3 

3 

.. 
14 

12 

8 

6 

1-:\C riBI. I'S 
sOBR[VI\ 11":'\"11 s 

10 

8 

6 

Cabe mencionar que durante el pe.riodo 2001 · 2002,la Corporaci6n Autonorna Regional 
de Chivor, CORPOCHJVOR, liber6 6 ejemplares en e1 paramo de San Cayetano, 
localizado en Guayata , Boyaca, el cual es bastante pr6ximo al PNN Chingaza por lo cual 
se consider6 en su momenta que los c6ndores liberados en este sitio se pudieron haber 
integrado al nucleo establecido en la regi6n del Guavi.o; por tal raz6n, los cinco ejemplares 
sobrevivientes de este grupo se han considerado como parte del nucleo de Chi.ngaza, 
sumanclo un total de 20 ejemplares liberados para este nOcleo. Sin embargo, la suspension 
al seguimiento de los c6ndores por parte de CORPOCHIVOR en 2004 no permiti6 en su 
momento corroborar esta consideraci6n. La presunci6n de sobrevivencia de los 
ejemplares relacionados esta basada en la carencia de reportes sobre su muerte, perc esta 
consicleraci6n ha result:ado rnuy incierta durante casi echo aflos en los que no se addant6 
un seguimiento minima que pudiera confinnar el estado real de los ejcmplares liberados. 
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Ccnvcn1o de A~ocioci6n Nc. 15·1 de 2.00'J entre el M11111~cno 
de Ambiente, V1vii'nda y Oi'smrollo Tcmtcmal MAV[)f y 

Ia Fur.dao6n para cl Mancjo y Consrrunc1on df" Ins 
lcc;1;tcrnos t\co~ropicalc1 - NEOTROPICAL 

A partir de 200-1- el proceso de rcpobl.aci6n fuc continuudo par CORPOBOYACA en el 
paramo de Siscunsi, dondc esta corporaci6n ha asumido Ia continuid.td en las actividades 
del proyecto dur,mte mas de cinco af10s, hasra la fcch.t, pero por limitaciones de 
jurisdicci6n c1 seguimiento sc conccntr6 en cl extenso corredor de paramos del 
departamento de Boyac:i, mientras que el proceso qued6 rdegado, muy limitado o 
pnicticamentc nulo para los nuclcos de repoblaci6n mas antiguos (Chinga=a. Puracc y 
Ch.ilcs) dondc recientemcntc solo se habfan hecho avistamientos esponidicos de un par 
de cjcmplarcs para Chingaza y otro para Puracc, sin conoccrsc cl estado actual de los 
sobre\'ivicntcs ni de su viabilidad. 

Considcrando l.t impormncia de conocer la rcalidad sabre cl estado actual de las 
poblaciones del condor andino en cl Pais, en junio de 2009 cl YIAVDT solicit6 un iniormc 
sobrc dd cst,tdo del proce~o de repoblacion de la cspccie a l.ts Corporaciones AutLinomas 
Regionales CORPOBOYACA, CORPONARINO. CORPOCHIVOR, CORPOCALDAS, 
CRC Y CORPOGUA \ 'TO y a los P~i': Chinga=a y I os '\kvados. Una yc= revisados los 
reportes de las auroridades ambientales se evidenci6 que las poblacioncs mas importantes 
y con menor c,mticl..ld de informacion conocid,t y actuali=acla, son las localiz.tdas en los 
PNN CWnga=a y los rcsguardos indigenas de Pur..tce y Chiles. En estc contcxto, la 
evaluacilin del estado actual de los nuclcos de rcpoblacion de Chingaza, Purace y Chiles, 
ha resultado prioritaria y estrategica para estimar la eficiencia del proceso de 
rcinrroducci6n despucs de 20 aiios y actuali=ar los protocolos de manejo para el 
establccimiento de nuevas nudeos de repoblaci6n. 

Rccicntcmcntc, la Fundaci6n NEOTROPICAL, ha apoyado al Minbtcrio y orros enrcs 
intcrcsados en L1 proteccilin y conscrvaci6n del condor andino, tenicndo en cuenta que 
dcbdc 2006 adopt6 csta espccie como su objeto principal de con~cr\'aci6n y ha adclanrado 
gestiones para la conso1idaci6n c implemcntaci6n del Programa Nacional para la 
ConscrvaciLin del Condor Andino en Colombia, mcclianrc la asisrcncia tccnica al tvlAVDT; 
dcsdc d 2007 haec parte del Camire Tccnico Nacional y conforma cl Grupo de Trabajo 
para la Coorclinaci6n Tccnica Nacional del progmma en alian:za con Ia Direcci6n de 
Ecosistcmas l:c;tratcgicoc; del ~IAVDT. lgualmcnte, cjerce Ia gcc.ti6n y coordinaci6n con 
The Zoological Society of San Diego ZSSD y cl Surdv.u Species Progr,un SSP, par,1 la 
donaci6n de cjempJares y cl desarroUo de nuevas proccsos de repoblacit'm de la cspccic en 
Colombia, como parte fundamental del cumplimicnto de su misi6n en lo rcfcrcntc a apoyo 
al estado y a la sociedad civil en clichos proccsos. 

Con fundamcnto en lo anterior, d Ministerio suscribio el com•enio de ac;;ociaci6n .t\o. 154 
de 2009 con L.\ Fundaci6n NEOTROPlCAl para reali=ar la cvaluaci6n del estado actual 
de los trcs nuclcos de rcpoblaci6n del Condor Andino en los Parques Nacionales 
Naturales PNN Chingaza y Purnce y e1 Rcsguardo Indigena Chiles, en cl marco del 
Programa Nacional para la Conservaci6n del C6ndor Andino en Colombia. El prcscnte 
documenro corrcsponde a una rclaci6n de sus actividades. resultados y productos, de 
acucrdo con lo expuc~to en las cspecificaciones recnicas defin.idas por el Ministerio. 
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SOCIALIZACION Y CONCERT A CION CON COMUNIDADES HUMANAS EN 
EL AREA DE INFLUENCIA DE LOS NUCLEOS DE REPOBLACION. 

En razon a que las causas principales para el proceso de e..xtinci6n de la especie en el pals, 
como en el resto de su distribuci6n geografica, han tenido que ver clirecramem:e con la 
actitud de las comunidades humanas que habitan su area territorial, resulta conveniente 
que el proceso de repoblaci6n y el manejo de las poblaciones naturales este rnuy 
esrrechamenre relacionado con un proceso de socializacion, educacion ambiental y 
participacion de las comunidades en el area de influencia del proyecto. Desde su mismo 
inicio, el proyecto ha contemplado Ia realizaci6n de diversas actividades de promocion y 
divulgacion de sus metodos, resultados y alcances, como mecanisme para buscar la 
vinculacion de las comunidades y entidades locales en el desarrollo del rnisrno. 

Asegurar que las decisiones de manejo y conservaci6n del condor andino sean las 
adecuadas, depende de la informacion suministrada durante los procesos de educaci6n 
ambiental. El Programa Nacional para la Conservacion del Condor Andino en Colombia 
plantea como una de sus lineas estrategicas mas important:es la educacion y participaci6n 
comunitaria como un mecanisme necesario para facilitar cl manejo sostenible y 
conservaci6n de la especie. Las jornadas de educacion y comunicacion ambiental se 
incorporan como un eje transversal del programa regional de repoblamienro del condor 
andino, el cual involucra a dos secrores sociales (comunidad educativa y comunidad 
local) establecidos en el area de influencia, para ser orientados en el conocimiento, 
conservaci6n y protecci6n de la especie. 
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Est:a acthidad sc basa en una filosofia que inccntiva cl fomcnto del orgullo regional y 
nacional que rcprescnta la cspecie como ave cmblcmatica, como parte integral de Ia 
biodivcrsidad, sus particularcs atributos, su funci6n cco16gica y Ia neccs idad de 
conocerlos mcjor para protegerlos. 

METODOLOGIA DE SOCIALJZACION Y SENSIBIUZACION 

La metodologia general de las jornadas de eclucaci6n ambicntal se exprcsa en principios 
pcdag6gicos como cl aprcndizaje colcctivo, de accion transfonnadora, parcicipati\'0 y 
crcativo y estraregias merodol6gicas de comunicaci6n que es el sustenro del desarrollo de 
l.ts scsioncs. Lls estmtcgias de comunicack'm plantcan Ia concepcion y rdlCAil'm de que cl 
hombre es el principal facror de cambio de los ccosistemas y de Ia biodi\'crsidad asociada 
a dlos, de tal forma es nccesario educar en torno al conocer para proteger y asi 
transformar su cntorno local a favor del cuidado de la naturalcza: 

• El dialogo de saberes: cl aporte de la comunidad con cl saber cultural para 
aproximarnos al conocimicnto real que sc poscc en torno al condor andino. 

• La construcci6n colectiva de conocimiento: Transmitir o comunicar la 
informacion en Ia cual Ia parcicipaci6n de Ia comunidad niftos y aduh:os rcsulta 
fundamental en Ia construccil'm del pensamiento, para poder forjar nuevas 
acrirudcs hacia L.t conscrvacion de la biodivcrsidad. 

• El mostrar y prcguntar: La funcion de educar ambientalmentc no se reduce a }a 
informacion proporcionada, debe inrerrngarse a los actorcs del proccso sabre lo 
que sc \ivc actualmcntc en cl entorno a la conscr\'acion del c6nclor andino y sobrc 
las accioncs del hombre frcntc a csm situaci6n, para construir propuestas de 
mancjo. 

DESARROLLO DIDACTICO DE LAS SESIONES DE TRABAJO: 

En cacla uno de los tallcres de scnsibilizaci6n y cducaci6n ambicn tal c dcsarrollaron las 
siguicntes fases sccuencialcs de trabajo intcr.lcti\'o con los ni1ios: 

• Prcscntaci6n del tcma: en este cspacio de rnancra muy brc\'c sc hizo una sucinta 
prcscntaci6n cl tema y las entidadcs a c.trgo de su implemcntaci6n, se muestra Ia 
importancia y su aplicaci6n concreta en cada ambito regional. 

• Elemento dcscncadcnador: Sc prcsentan bocct:os que gcncran un dialogo Ubre y 
abierto en los nifios (Hgura 1). Con este elemento se rompe el h.ielo y sc logra ilamar 
la atenci6n de los parricipanrcs y lograr una maxima sintonia al tcma [ra[ado. 
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• El nuevo conocimiento: Se irnparte el conocimiento, que para su comprensi6n se 
conre.xrualiza teniendo en cuenra las caracterlsricas de cada grupo. Los conrenidos 
tematicos son: 

lC6mo son los c6ndores? Prop6sito: Conocer las caracteristicas fisicas externas del 
c6ndor con ayuda de rireres (figura 2). Como se comportan. Como buscan cornida 
y de que se alimenran. Como se reproducen. Como son sus polludos. 

lD6nde vive el condor de los Andes? Prop6sito: Conocer su habitat (figura 3). 

Mediante el uso de mapas y salidas cortas al entorno de la escuela se busca recabar 
sabre el habitat natural del condor andino, sus 1·equerimientos, su uso y sus 
relaciones con las personas cuando cornparten un mismo territorio. 
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Pigura 3: ccm;\dca sobrc cJ 
rcconocimicnro del cntorno. 

lProblemas que amenazan su exisrencia? Prop6sito: conocer las causas por las 
cualcs sus poblJ.ciones han dism.inuido 

Esrratcgias de conscrvacion. Prop6sito: dar a conoccr cl programa regional de 
repoblamicnto de la especie y la importancia de la participacion comunitaria. 

• El aprender jugando: mediante d desarrollo de acthidadcs h1clicas sc realiza ]a 
confrontaci6n, relaci6n y dialogo entre el saber y el nue\'O conocimiem:o como 
fonna evaluariva que cuenca con cl apoyo dcl facilirador. 

En cada region se detecto el conocimicnto ya e..'\.isrcnre de la espccie como base para la 
idcnrificaci6n y localiz.'1ci6n de los cjcmplarcs lilx:rados durante el proceso de 
reinrroduccion. 

CONCERTACION DE ACTIVIDADES CONJUNT AS DE SEGUIMIENTO. 

Con el prop6sito de vincular a algunos l1dercs comunitarios en lugarcs cstratcgicos y a 
estudiantes de trabajo de grado sobre el manejo y conservaci6n de Ia especie, como base 
para su vinculach)n y apropiaci6n en el desarrollo del proceso de evaluaci6n de los 
nuclcos, se discfio una estrategia pr.lctica adclantada como parte del tr.tbajo de campt, 
que incluy6 aspectos sabre c1 seguhniento y observaci6n de los c6nclores, en las 
localidaclcs con mayor numcro de rcgistro~ de avistamientos de la especie, dondc 
adicionalmcntc sc prcsenta una fucrtc intcraccion de la comunidad con los condores. Esta 
estraregia incluy6 el desarrollo, e intercambio de conocimiento sobre los siguientes temas: 

• El pararno como corredor biol6gico: Consisti6 en describir las caracteristicas de este 
ecosistema y su importancia para Ia conservaci6n, debido a su papel en la prestaci6n de 
biene~ y scrvicios ambicntales y como principal habitat del c6nclor andino. 
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• Fauna silvestre asociada al paramo: Con base en el conocimiento de los lideres 
comunitarios y estudiantes de tesis en cada region se indag6 sabre las principales 
especies de fauna silvestre (figura 4) presentes en cada sector y la rnanera en que estas 
interactOan con el condor andino. 

Figura 4: con junto con comunitarios y .. .,~ ·u~ ..... ~ ... ., 
reconocimiento de fauna sUvesrre nariva 

• ffistoria natural del condor andino: En este aspecto se intercarnbi6 informacion con 
los participantes acerca de las caracteristicas morfol6gicas de la especie, cido de vida, 
biologia reproductiva, entre otras. 

• Habitat y disttibuci6n geografica: Con relaci6n a este tema se hizo enfasis en las 
principales caracteristicas del habitat del Condor, con el fin de que los lideres 
aportaran informacion sabre posibles areas de an.idaci6n, zonas de forrajeo o 
plataformas de vuelo. Iguahnente se discuti6 sabre la dist:ribucion original y actual de 
la especie a lo largo de la Cordillera de los Andes y en Colombia. 

• Causas de extinci6n de la especie: En esta secci6n se destaca el jmpacto generado por 
la caceria y Ia transformaci6n del habitat y la forma en que esto ha influido en la 
dismlnuci6n poblacional de ]a especie. 

• Resefia hist6rica del programa: Se hizo una resefta sobre el desarrollo del programa 
en el pais, sus principales logros y limitaciones, tiempo de desarrollo, etc. Se 
profundiz6 en esta secci6n sabre los requerimientos principales de los procesos de 
repoblaci6n y conservaci6n, considerando temas como seleccion de areas para 
liberaci6n, manejo pre,Jiberaci6n, cuarentena, sostenibilidad del proceso, entre otros. 

• Mecanismos de participaci6n comunitaria: Busc6 destacar la importancia de la 
participaci6n comunitaria en el prograrna y en general en todos los procesos de 
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conservac10n. Se indag6 sobre la vinculacion de Ia comunidad en los proccsos 
invcstigativos,los procesos de organizaci6n comunitaria y lidcrazgo. 

• Manejo de formatos de scguimiento y rcgistro: Con d fin de facilitar a los auxiliareo:; 
de campo y tcsistas el rcgistro de los avistamientos, sc elabor6 un formato de registro, 
considcrando la informacion mas relevance part~ ser ten ida en cuenta: fecha, hora,lugar, 
numcro de cjcmplarcs obscrvados, actividad rcali::ada par los c6ndorcs, scxo, cdad, 
presencia de marquilJas, caracteristicas del lugar de avistamiento. 

• Reconocimiento de habitat regional: Sc rcaliz6 durante los rccorridos de campo 
incluycndo areas estrategicas para la acriviclad de los c6ndores (figura 9), durante el 
cual se dcstac6 el scnrido de orienrt~ci(m, el conocimicnto de Ia zona, el mancjo de 
sinmcioncs hiporcricas yen general cl desempefio en campo de los auxiliarcs y resistas. 
El objctivo principal de esta actividad consisti6 en que los participantes identificaran 
en campo puntas posibles para los avistamientns o colocaci6n de cebos, <ireas 
potencialcs de vuelo, nidos, dormideros y comederos. 

Figuta 5: Pr.\clic.t'i rcconoclmlcnto at e ion de .ire.Ic; porcnci.llcs de \uelo y 
alim~nracion de In'> condorcs con l.t p.uricip.H:i6n de hdcrcs comunir.1rios 

RESULT ADOS DEL PROCESO DE SOCIALIZACION Y CONCERTACION 

Se realizc1ron 25 ralleres de soci,uizacit'm, sensibilizaci6n y concertaci6n sobrc d 
proyecto, con un cubrimicnto de 1350 ninos y jovcncs en difercntcs vcredas de los 
municipios de Ubala, G,lchet:l., Gachala,Junin y Guaravira (Cundin,tmarca), Sanjuanito 
(Meta), Totor6, Purace, Sotar,'\ y Boli\'ar (C.1Uca) y Cumbal (Nariflo) (ver tabla No.1). 

El promcdio de a~i-,renci,\ a cada taller es de 54 persona':>, pero hay que tener en cuenra 
que cl nt1mcro de asistcntes vari6 de acucrdo con la densidad poblacional en cada sector 
visitado y p,uncularmentc con el nurnero de estudiantes presentes en cada centro 
cducativo. 

10 



• 
~ 

' 

Ubertod y Orden 

Convcnio dC! A~ocioCion No. 154 dC! :2009 C!ntrC! cl Min1~tcrio 
de Arnbicntc. Vivicnda y Dcsorrcllo Tcrntoriol- MAVDT y 

Ia Fundoci6n para cl Monc,c y Ccmcrvoci6n de lcs 
Eccmtcmm Nectrcprcole> - NEOTROPICAL 1 

Asi, la menor asistencia se present6 en lugares con escasa poblaci6n escolar como las 
veredas Arena! Qun1n) y Chisguales (Gachala) correspondientes al nucleo de Chingaza 
con 11 y 6 esrudiantes, respectivamente; igualmente, las veredas de La Palma , Piedra de 
Leon (Sotara) y Portachuelo (Totor6) del nudeo Purace, con 12 y 8 estudiantes, 
respectivamente. Curiosamente las veredas con menor poblaci6n escolar como las cuatro 
mencionadas corresponden a lugares de avistam:iento frecuente de los c6ndores, donde se 
obtuvo valiosa informacion sobre ejemplares sobrevivientes de los dos nucleos y 
particularmente sobre presencia de c6ndores juveniles o subadultos como evidencia de 
reproducci6n de los ejemplares adultos liberados durante el periodo 1989 ~ 1995. 

Por cl contrario, la mayor asistencia se registr6 en lugares como Laguna Azul (Gachala) 
del nucleo Chingaza con 120 estudiantes, R.ioblanco (Sotara) del nucleo Purace con 396 
alumnos, Chiles (Cumbal) del nucleo de Chiles con 97 y 140 estudiantes, 
respectivamente, los cuales son lugares de avistarniento esporadico debido a que se ha 
observado que los c6ndores no frecuentan sectores rurales demasiado poblados. 

Tabla No.1: Sintesis de Ia realizaci6n de taUeres de socializaci6n, sensibilizaci6n y concertaci6n sobre 
el proyecto realizados en los ttes micleos de repoblaci6n 

'\ttll • .'\l ~ , .._ ; ' I{L' :.:. J~t l t.' "" 

\ , .<~..n:,_·., ; ··''·' t·,,nd(l l" 
Gacheta Habitantes Vereda Yonama 14- Varies 3 

Sanjuaniro Escuela Vereda El Cannen 20 0-5 8 
Sanjuanito Escuela Vereda San Luis del Plan 24 0·5 11 
Sanjuani[Q Escuda Vereda Toledo 15 0·5 9 

Gacbero F.scue!a Manuela Beltran • Zaq_ue 33 0·5 5 
jun1t1 Escuela C6rdoba (Chuscales) 30 0·5 3 

Chingaza 
junln F.scuela Arenal (Chuscales) 11 0-5 5 

Gachahi Escuela Rural Chisguales 6 0,1,2,5 6 
Gachal.a Escuela Rural Piedra Gorda 21 0·5 3 
Gachala Unidad Bdsica Providencla (~onegro) 52 0·11 33 
Ubalct Escuela Rural Las Mercedes 23 0·5 3 
Ubalct Col Marco Fidel Suarez (Laguna Azul) 120 HI 7 

Gachera Escuelas Rorneral y Alto de La Cruz 50 05 4 
Guat:avita Escuelas Alfredo Sesana y Amoladero 25 0·5 2 

Purace Socara Col Los Cornuneros, Escuela Rioblanco 394 0·11 4 
Bobvar Escuela Rural Fuente Elvesia 15 0-5 I 
So tara Escuela Rural La Palma- Piedra le6n Il 0·5 3 
Purace Escuela Rural Campamento 47 0·5 3 
Totor6 Escuela Rural Sabaleta 83 0-5 3 
Totor6 Escuela Rural PortachueJo 8 05 4 
Totor6 Centro Docente Rural Aguas Vivas 51 0-5 4 
Purace Escuela Rural Chichiguara 47 05 8 
Purac~ Escuela Rural Tablo 12 1~2 3 

Chiles Cumbal Centro Educative Chiles 97 0-5 1 
Cumbal Colegio Nuestro Sei\or del R1o 140 6·ll 1 

l c' l \ ! 1;'"· · · · I :~ 
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El nuclco de rcpoblaci6n con mayor numero de tallcres reaUzados es el de Chi ngaza (14 
talleres con 444 participantes ), clebido a su mayor extension del area de in.O.uencia 
conocida (que incluye por lo menos 6 municipios de dos dep,trtarnenros) >'a Ia escasa 
disponibiUdad de informacion rccicntc sobre cl cstado de los c6ndores en este nuclco, lo 
cual motivo 1a necesidad de cubrir un <\rea lo mas extensa posible a fin de suplir este 
notable vacio de informaci6n. Por d contrario en d nucleo de Purace el area de vuelo csta 
mas restringida y muy localizJda en dcterminados sectores donde es frccuenrc \'Cr a los 
condo res, por lo cua.l cl numcro de tallcres f ue mcnor (9), aunque eventual mente tuvo un 
mayor cubrimicnto en nurncro de personas participantcs (669). En c1 nttcleo de Chiles 
donde el area de vuelo de los c6ndores conocida para Colombia alcanza una escasa 
extension y esta pr£tcticamente dcshabitada, Ja comunidad mas dircctamcntc rclacionada 
con la presencia de los c6ndores csta locali=ada en cl centro poblado de Chiles y sus areas 
ruralcs adyaccnrcs. Por tal raz6n las actividadcs de socializacion, scnsibilizaci6n y 
conccrtacil'm sc concentraron end poblado de Chiles (municipio de Cumbal), mcdianre 
Ia rcalizaci6n de apcnas (2) tallcrcs que no obstante tuvicron un cubrimicnto de 237 
csrudiantes de los grados 0 ll. 

En general los tallercs fucron dirigidos a la rotalidad de los grados escolares de educacion 
basica y sccundaria, cs dccir, de 0 11, pcro sc hizo especial cnfasis en los grados 0 5, ya que 
usualmente es Ia franja que aporca mayor c.mtidad de informacion ya que norrnalmcnce 
los niftos que cursan cstos grados habitan sectorcs rurales de dificU acceso, dondc 
casualmcntc hJ.y mayor actividad y presencia de los ctindorcs. 

Por cl contrario, los cstudiantcs de secundarLt u~ualmcntc sc ubican en centros poblados 
dondc Ia presenci<t de los ct'mdorcs cs esporadica, con cxccpci6n de la inspecci6n de 
Rionegro (Gachala) donde se ha prcscntado una activi.clad frecuente y reirerada de una 
pareja de adultos corrc<;poncliente al nuclco de Chingaza. Prccisamcmc en cstc lugar 
cstratcgico fuc doncle se registro un mayor n(trnero de avisramicntos cnn·c Ia poblacion 
cstudiandl (33 avistamicntos rcporrados en la Unidad B;'lsica Providcncia, para un total 
de 52 estudiantes scnsibil..izados). lgualmcnte, se reporta un gran numcro de 
avisramicntos en las tres escuelas visitadas en cl municipio de San Juanito (l\.let.t), FJ 
Carmen, Plan de San Luis y Toledo, las cualcs suman 28 registros y la Escuela Rural 
Chichigu<tra de Purace, que regisrra 11 a\'istamielltos recientes. Los avistmnientos 
rcportados para cl miclco de Chiles fucron muy cscasos dcbido a que como sc mcncion6 
los csrudianrcs cstan conccntr,tdos en d poblado de Chiles y muy esporadicamcntc 
\'isiran las areas de paramo donde se presenta actividad de los conclores. 

En general. durante los ta1leres se cvidenci6 una perccpck'ln favorable de los nifios y 
j6vcncs hacia la presencia de los c6ndorcs en cadn sector, la mayor parte de los cualcs han 
vista en alguna ocasi6n cjcmplares de cerca y han mostrado interes en Ia cs pecie dcbido a 
sus atriburos particulares como el ramafio y habilidad para cl vuelo. No obstante, debiclo 
a su corta cdacl, practicamente ninguno manifesto tcncr inforrnaci<.1n sobrc cl proceso de 
repoblaci6n de la especie y consider an la presencia de los c6ndores como algo n.ttural. 
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El grupo de los j6venes (esrudiames de secundaria) muestra una percepci6n positiva del 
condor and.ino, al cual identi.ficaron como un ernblema nacional y rnanifestaron una 
preocupacion por d manejo de los recursos naturales e incluso algunos rnostraron interes 
en estudiar carreras reladonadas con Ia biologia y la conservaci6n arnbiental, que les 
permitan trabajar con los recursos natural como mecanisme para ayudar a surgir a su 
comunidad. La mayor parte de los adultos manillesta estar dispuesto a apoyar un plan de 
conservacion del Condor andino y considera que la comunidad colaboraria en este 
proceso, lo cual significa un buen indice de aceptacion y compromise sobre la 
problematica de ]a conservaci6n de especies en peligro. 

Debido a que la mayor parte de los ninos han tenido la oporrunidad de ver c6ndores de 
cerca, ya sea en vuelo, en reposo o alimemandose, en general reconocen rapidamente las 
cliferencias rnorfol6gicas o cromaticas dependiendo de la edad o el sexo de los individuos 
observados y manifiestan un conocimiento previo adquirido con base en sus propias 
observaciones sobre los habitos alimenticios de la especie. 

El uso de titeres fue de gran ayud.a ya que no solamente sirvi6 de mot:ivaci6n ludica para 
los niflos. sino que tambien penniti6 Ia participaci6n activa de todos los integrantes de 
cada grupo y ademas facilit6 el reconocimiento de caracteristicas morfol6gicas de la 
especie tales como el dimorfismo sexual dado por la presencia o ausencia de cresta o 
caruncula en la cabeza y las diferencias entre individuos adultos, subadultos y juveniles 
dependiendo de Ia coloracion del plumaje y d collar de plumon presente en todos los 
ejemplares. 8 reconocimiento de tales caracteristicas fue fundamental en la identificacion 
de ejemplares y contribuy6 de manera significativa en Ia evaluaci6n de los mismos en cada 
nucleo de repoblaci6n. Ademas, la utilizaci6n de titeres representatives de animales 
domesticos como la vaca o el perro facilit6 la identificaci6n de interrelaciones de las 
comunidades humanas con los c6ndores en aspectos como la red tr6fica y su relaci6n con 
sus habitos alimendcios y eventual competencia por comida, tanto con anirnales 
domesticos como con la fauna sUvestre asociada a cada nudeo de repoblaci6n. El uso de 
una gu1a ilustrada (ane.xa) con fotografias a color de ejemplares de cliferentes sexos y 
edades y desarrollando cliferentes tipos de actividad complemento el conocimiento 
compartido y facilit6 en algunos casos el proceso de identilicaci6n de ejemplares por sus 
caracteristicas morfol6gicas y por la presencia o no de marquillas de idemilicaci6n. 

Asi misrno, la proyecci6n de videos que incluyen escenas sobre el nacimiento de los 
polluelos de c6ndor andino, su c1ianza y desarrollo posterior, contribuy6 de manera 
notable en el afianzarniento del proceso de sensibilizaci6n de nifios j6venes y adultos 
acerca de la proteccion de la especie en su rnedio natural y en el sentido de pertenencia 
hacia los c6ndores dada su relaci6n directa con cada una de las locaUdades que hacen 
parte de su entorno actual, particularmente en los sitios de avistamiento frecuente dados 
por su mayor actividad. 
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Se obserY6 un notable sentido de la colaboraci6n de Ia mayor parte de los doccntes en el 
desarrollo de los tallercs y se logr6 su compromise verbal para continuar con d 
seguimienro y registro de los c6ndorcs, cada uno en su comunidad. Esto planrea Ia 
convcniencia de conformar grupos de ninos y j6vcnes guardac6ndorcs, localizados en 
sitios er;rrategicos y orientados por sus maestro~ y la elaboraci6n de un directorio 
nacional de viglac; del Cl~ndor andino que facilitc su scguimiento end futuro. 

RESULTADOS DE LA CONCERTACION DE ACTIVIDADES DE SEGUIMIENfO 

Esra esrrategia sc dcsarroll6 mediante la idenrificaci6n, capacitacil.'m y vinculacion de 
nuevc lideres comunitarios como auxiliares tccnicos de campo en lugares estratcgicos 
para cl scguimiento y rcgistro de Ia activi.dJd de los condorcs (tabla No.2). los auxiliarcs 
de campo no solamcnre apoyaron cl scguimicnto de los cjcmplarcs sino que adem<1s 
sir\'icron de puente con las comunidades en cJda sector y apoyaron Ia coordinaci6n 
logistica. fn los nuclcos de Purace y Chiles. los auxiliarcs fueron apoyados por 
estudiantc<> de biologia en desarrollo de su trabajo de grade. 

Tabla No. 2: Gntpo de .mxiliares rccnicos de campo y tc.,ist.ls \incul.tdos en d -,cguimicmo de los 
condorc.,, dur Jntc Ia \igcnda del prcscntc con\•cnio. 

Monq_uentiva Gachera Javier Rodrrguez AuxiliaLdc campo 3124446497 
Rio negro Gachahi VidalJBarrcto Amnliar de campo 3132038966 

Chingaza El Carmen - Ubala Mauricio Acosta Auxilia)j.dc campo 3ll2978141 
Chingaza- San juanita Humbcrto Pii~eros Au,iliar de campo 3214725408 

San Juanita Toledo juan Garcia Auxiliar de campo 310 3491205 
Puracc - La Palma Mario Morales Estudiantc Tesi'ita 310 4186907 
Totor6 Sot:ard Armando Vasq_ucz Auxilinr de cnmpo 1ll 7341199 
Vokan Purace Edgar Taimal Auxiliar de campo 3117473924 

Purac~ 

Piedra de Lc6n Elio Castillo Auxiliar de campo 3~ 77146rt6 
Clule-c; Chiles Sandm Narvaez Estudinnte 1 r~istn 3104456523 

Chiles Alvarojlitiva Auxiliar de. campo 314 sn46IO 

Si bien algunos de los auxiliares de campo tiencn o han tenido algt:m ripo de vinculacil1n 
institucional, su apoyo al presence convenio sc ha bas<.tdo mas en su conocimienro prc,·io 
de la zon.t, su cxpcricncia de trab.tjo con fauna silvcstre en general o con el condor andino 
en particular pcro muy cspccialmcntc con su propio intcreo:, en cl tcma de los c6ndorcs y 
lo que representa para su comunid.1d. En tal scntido, su trabajo ha tenido un cfecto 
multiphcador sabre las personas que co1wh·cn con la cspecie en los difcrcmec; sccrores de 
su .tctua.l clistribuci6n geografica, con lo cual contribuycn de maner.t indirecra en el 
scguimiento de los c6ndorcs yen su protccci6n. La vinculacion de lidcrcs comunitarios 
ha dcmostrado scr Ia cstraregia m,\s eficaz para el seguimiento de los c6ndores en Jos tres 
nucleos de repoblaci6n, por lo cual es recomendable la impJemcntaci6n de un sistema de 
vigi,ts comunit,lrios que garanticen este proceso a mecUano y l,trgo plaza. 
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MONITOREO Y CEO-REFERENCIACION DE SITIOS DE OBSERVACION 
FRECUENTE Y/0 POSIBLE ANIDACION DE LOS CONDORES 

Inicialmeme se realiz6 una salida de reconocimiento que incluy6 la totalidad del area de 
esrudio con el prop6sito de establecer los contactos necesarios para la localizaci6n, 
georeferenciaci6n y registro fotografico de lugares estrategicos para addantar el 
seguimiento de los c6ndores en los tres nucleos de repoblaci6n. 8 recorrido incluy6 los 
sectores con antecedentes de observaci6n de la especie y aquellos que por sus 
caracteristicas topograficas, climaticas y ecol6gicas pudieran corresponder a una eventual 
ampliaci6n del area de vuelo conocida para cada nucleo de repoblaci6n. 

Esta actividad gener6 un total de 109 lugares georeferenciados a lo largo de los rres 
nucleos de repoblaci6n incluyendo sectores de los municipios de Manta, Ubala. Gacheta, 
Guatavita, Guasca, Junin, Gachala, F6meque, Choach1, Ubaque, Gutierrez y Une 
(Cundinamarca), el Distrito Capital (en cl paramo de Sumapaz) y el municipio de San 
Juanita (Meta) para el nucleo de Chingaza (figura 6); as1 mismo los municipios de Inza, 
Totor6, Purace, Sotara, San Sebastian y Bol1var (Cauca) para el nucleo de Purace (figura 
7); y finalment:e,los municipios de Chachagtii y Cumbal (Narifio) y la parroquia de Tufi.fio 
(provincia de Carchi) para el nucleo de Chiles (figura8). Cabe mencionar que no se 
reportaron avist:amientos de c6ndores en sectores tan estrategicos como el pararno de 
Sumapaz para el nudeo de Chingaza, los paramos de Barbillas y Las Papas para el nucleo 
de Purace y los nidos hist6ricos de los rios Pasto y Juanarnbu para el nucleo de Chiles. 
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Figura 6: Loc•tlizacitin puntos avic;rarnicnro (triangulns verdes idcntificados con nom eros) 
}' cspor;\dico (tri.ingulos .t:ulcs no idcnrificados) rcgistrados para el nucko de Chingaza. N6tcsc una 
ma>•or wnccntraci6n de !a acti\idad de los c6ndorcs ccrca al sitio de Libcraci6n (ccrros Leticia y Golillas, 
PN~ Chingaza). en las vercdas El Carmen, San Luis del Plan y Toledo (San Juanito - ll.kta), en los 
sccrorcs de Chuscales Uunin). Rioncgro (Gachal.i) y Yonam,\ (Gachct.i). 
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Figura 7: Localizaci6n de puntas de avistamienro frecuente (tri:ingulos verdes identificados con numeros) 
y esponidico (triangulos amarillos no identificados) regisnados para el nucleo de Purace. N6tese una 
mayor concentraci6n de Ia actividad de los c6ndores en el sitio de libcraci6n (Alto de La Palma). en el 
acccso al volcfm Puracc, end sector de La Palma , Piedra de Le6n ( aledano al volcan Sotara) yen el area de 
Porrachuelo (Toror6). 
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Figura 8: l.ocalizadon de punw.-; de avistamknto frccucmc (triangu!os azulcs iclcmificados con los 
numcros 1 4) y C'ipor;.idico (tri.lngulos <unarillos idcmificados con los numcros 1 6) rcgisrrados para d 
nuclco de Chiles. N'l'>tcsc una mayor acti\'idad de los condorcs en cl sitio de libcraci6n (AJm de La Pucrta, 
punro No. 3), cl acccso al \'Olean Chiles (punco No.::!), cl sector de PotrcriUos (Ecuador, Punto No.1) y cl 
cerro Colorado (punto No.-1), al norte hacht d \'Olc.in Curnb.tl. 
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CARACTERIZACION DEL AREA DE VUELO DE LOS CONDORES 

8 area de vuelo conocida para los tres nucleos de repoblaci6n basicamente es similar a la 
reportada por Barrera & Feliciano (1994), lo cual es un indicia de la marcada 
territorialidad de la especie, la cual a pesar de tener una gran capacidad de vuelo y 
desplazamiento tiende a establecerse en algunos sectores especilicos, determinados 
principalmente por la oferta de alimento en el media y la disponibilidad de sitios para 
dormitorio y/o anidaci6n. 

Para el nitdeo de Chingaza, el area de vuelo esta confonnada por zonas de paramo 
localizadas principalmenre en el PNN Chingaza, algunos sectores del paramo de Guasca y 
relictos localizados hacia la serrania de Los 6rganos en la confluencia de los municipios 
de F6meque (Cunclinamarca), San Juanita y El Calvaria (Meta). Para el area cercana al 
sirio de liberaci6n en el cerro Leticia y la presa de Golillas se presenta un tipo de 
vegetaci6n caracteristico del paramo (figura 9) dominada por frailejones del genero 
Espeletia, pajonales de Calamagroscis effllsa, chuscales de Swallcnochloa tcssellata, con relictos 
de bosques achapanados de colorado Polylepis quadrijuga, encenillo Wcinmannia spp., carga 
rocio Hypericum spp. y helechos Bledmum loxens, entre las especies mas destacadas. La 
vegetaci6n conforma el tipico habitat del condor andino, represenrado en areas abiertas, 
carentes de bosques densos donde los ejemplares puedan extraviarse. En el PNN 
Chingaza se reporta algtin tipo de interacci6n muy esporaclica con fauna asociada, 
principalmente aguilas de paramo, Ge:ra11oeLLls me:lanoecus y gualas CaLard~e:s aum. 
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\,;~\;~ .. "~;, caractcrlsricas con •u•"·'""TT"' 
Espcl.:tia conformnndo d habirar rtpicn para cl condor andim> de areas nbicrr,ts y cscarpadas_ 

No obstante, sc observ6 una mayor acrh·idad de los c6ndores en scctorcs de hldcras 
escarpadas con pastizalcs para Ia ganaderia, localizados principalmente en cl caflt'm clcl 
rio Guatiquia, municipio de San Juanita (Meta), en la rcgi6n de C1arm·,tl y Chuscalcs 
Uunin), en e1 cai16n del rio Negro (Gachalft) y en los canones de los rios Zaquc, 
Monquentiva y rvlucbinclote (Gachct<'i). 

Al igual que cl area de vuclo Jas rutas rambicn parccen estar dctcnninadas por ht 
busqucda de aJimenro y de sitios para dormitorio y posiblc aniclacion, ,, juzgar por Ia 
ubicacit1n de los comeclcros ocasionales donde se ha regist:mdo la presencia de los 
c(mdorcs )' los factibles sitios de anid.tci6n. En tos pastizales de ladera sc obscrv6 una 
relaci(m mas cstrecha de compctencia de los condores con gallinazos Coragyps atraws y 
pcrros domcsticos Canisfamiliaris. 

La factibiliclad de posibles sitios de anidaci6n (figura 11), particularmentc los que estan 
ubicados en Rionegro (Gachala) y las pcnas de Chiribiral en Gachera, fuc determ.inada en 
cl primer caso por ta presencia pcrmancntc y altcrnada de una pareja de adulros 
(probablcmente d'4, ~16) duranrc d 2008, en una pcfia ubicada muy ccrca de Ia 
inspccci6n de Rioncgro (figura 10) y cl posterior avisramienro de un cjcmplar neonato en 
el mismo sector en agosto de 1008; para cl sector de las pcflas de Chiribital d Factible sitio 
de anidaci6n fue determinaclo mediante cl a\'istamicnto rciteraclo de una pareja de adultos 
con un ejemplar juvcnil entre scpticmbre de 2009 y cnero de 2010. 
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la regi6n 
report6 la factible reproducci6n de una pareja de cOndores liberados en el n de Chingaza 
(probablemence 6 4 y ~ 16). A Ia derecha se observa Ia pelia donde se observ6 inrensa actividad de esca 
pareja durante el afio 2008 >' donde se presume sacaron un neonate no identificado que postcriormeme 
fue visto junto con sus padres end alto de Chisguales, apenas a 2-3 kil6metros del sitio de anidaci6n 
probable. localizaci6n: 10544l8W - 1004497N, l940 m. 

La oferra de alimento para el nucleo de Chingaza esta basicamente dada por el desarrollo 
de ganaderias extensivas en pracctcamem:e la totalidad de las laderas orientales del 
paramos de Chingaza y de Guasca, particularmente en los sectores reportados como 
comederos, con avistamiento de c6ndores, los cuales se concentran en determinados 
sectores de San Juanita (Meta), Rionegro (Gachala) y Yonama , Monquentiva (Gachera). 

La disponibilidad de carrofia en el medio aumenta por la alta mortalidad del ganado 
principalmente ocasionada por despenamiento frecuente en laderas muy escarpadas, 
ahogamiento en pantanos, mortalidad de terneros durante el parto y enfermedades como 
el carbon sintomatico, la ranilla, Ia insepticemia roja e incluso por mordedura de 
serpientes venenosas. En sectores como Rionegro (Gachala) y Yonama - Monquentiva 
(Gacheta) se reporta un promedio de mortalidad de ganado de dos a tres reses al mes; 
asumiendo una mortalidad similar en el resro de areas con ganaderia ext:ensiva, puede 
suponerse que existe una oferca pennanente y abundante de aliment:o para los c6ndores 
en el nucleo de Chingaza. 

En general, la relacion de los coudores con comunidades humanas parece ser armorrica si 
se riene en cuenta que se observ6 una intensa actividad de los condo res, incluyendo vuclo, 
alimentaci6n y factible anidad6n en sectores poblados. En el PNN Chingaza se observ6 
una relaci6n de aparente dependencia por ali men to de una pareja de c6ndores adultos con 
los soldados establecidos en la base militar de Golillas. 
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Figura ll: Locali::achin actiblcs ~itios anidacion idcn Icadl)S para cl nuclcn de repob[,ICion c 
Ching.~=a Nlitcsc que los dos sitjos localt:ados en Rionegro - Gach,t!a (I) >' las pefiJS de Chiribital en 
Gachcta (2) sc cnc...ucnrr.m fuera del. P~N Chingaza yen todo caso, ccrca de sccrorcs poblndos. 

Para el nO.clco de Puracc, el area de vuclo csta conformada por scctores de piramo 
loc.ilizcidos prindpt!lmcntc en cl PNN Puracc y supcrparamo en los volcanes Puracc, Pan 
de AzO.car y Sotan1 (figura 12). En las areas de paramo se rcpon:6 intcraccit'm con fauna 
asociada, pri.ncipal.rncntc guaraguaos o curiquingas, P1~alco1Jocmts canmclllaws. No obstante, 
Ia mayor actividad de los ct1ndores fuc obscrvada en areas de ladera escarpacla con 
pastizales para Ia ganadcria, localizados principalmentc en los sectorcs de La Palma 
Piedra de Leon (Sotara), el Alto de la Palma (sitio de liberaci6n en Purace) y el sector de 
Portachudo (Totaro). 
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Figura 12. H caractertstico presente en Purnce, con 
predominio de areas de superparamo aledai'ias a los volcanes Purace (izquierda), Pan de Azucar y Sotara y 
laderas muy escarpadas como el cafi6n e1 rio Guachicono (derecha) en Rioblanco - Sotara. 

Al igual que el observado en el nucleo de Chingaza, en Purace las rutas de vuelo parecen 
estar detenninadas por el uso de areas abiertas y canones escarpados (figura l3 ), 
incluyendo actividades como la busqueda de alimento y de sitios para dormitorio y 
posible anidaci6n, a juzgar por la ubicaci6n de los diez comederos ocasionales donde se 
ha registrado la presencia de c6ndores y e1 factible sitio de anidaci6n, ubicado en el sector 
de La Palma- Piedra de Le6n (Sotara). 

Figura 13. Uso rutas en de Purace, determinado porIa utilizaci6n 
areas abienas como las laderas del volcan Purace (izquierda) y cafiones escarpados como e1 del rio San 
Francisco (derecha) las cuales confluyen a los sitios de comedero. dormicorio y/o anidnci6n. 

En el nucleo de Purace se identificaron dos nidos hist6ricos, localizados cerca del volcan 
Purace yen d cafl6n de Los Condores, cerca del sitio de liberaci6n, adernas de un sitio de 
factible anidaci6n actual, ubicado en el sector de La Palma - Piedra de Leon (Sotara, 
figuras 14, 15), determinado por la presencia permanente de una pareja de adultos no 
identificados, desde tempranas horas de la manana y la observaci6n frecuente y reciente 
de ejemplares juveniles y subadultos. 
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Figura 14: Localizack'm de nidos hist6ricos y factiblcs sirios de anidacion idcntific.tdns para cl nuclco de 
rcroblacit'm de Puracc, incluycndo un nido hist<irico ccrc.t del volc.ln Puracc (I). otro en cl cai'llin de Los 
Cl'mdmes (2) cerc.t del sitio de libcracit1n y un sitio de facdble anidaci(m acru.tl en cl sector de La Palma -
Piedra de Lel''ln (Sorara), idcncific.tdo con un.te-;rrcU.t de color a=ul 

Figura 15: I ouli:::.tci6n de nidos hisroricos y -;itio-; de anicLtci6n para cl ""'''"n 
rcpohlacil'm de Pur .tee. Fn l.t fotogr,tfi.t de lt izquicrd.t .,cn.d.tdo por un.1 Oech.t, el nido histt'lrico del canon 
de Los Condores, ccrc.t del <,jtJo de libcmcion. Fn !.1 fmogr.tfi.t de Ia derccha Lt Occha indica un sirio de 
f.tctible anidacit1n .tctu.tl end ~ccmr de P1cdra de Leon, ccrc..t del ,·olc.in Sot.\r,\ (..tl rondo). 

La oferra de alimcnto csta dada por la presencia de ganaderla cxtcnsiva en la mayor parte 
de las laderas occidcntalcs del PNN Purace (figura 16), cspecialmente en los sectores 
rcportados como comcderos utilizados ocasionalmentc por los condorcs, los cuales sc 
conccntran principalmcnre en Lt Palma Piedra de Leon (Sorar.i), cl Alto de b P<1lma 
(sitio de liberacion en Purace) y el sector de Porc,tchucJo (Totaro). I a ofcrra de alimento 
esta dada por Ia alta mortalidad del ganado principalmente por despeflamiento en laderas 
escarpadas, ahogamicnto en pantanos, mortalidad de terneros durante el parto y 
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enfermedades como el carbon sintomatico y la ranilla. En los pastizales de ladera se 
observe una relaci6n mas estrecha de competencia par alimento de los condores con 
gallinazos Coragyps atratus y perros domesticos Canis Jamiliaris. 

Figura 16. La de alimenro en el area de influencia de los condores del nucleo de Purace esta 
determinada por Ia mortalidad del ganado por accidence en laderas muy escarpadas, por ahogamiento en 
pantanos o por enfennedades. 

Para el nucleo de Chiles, el area de vuelo esta restringida a los sectores de pararno (figura 
17), localizados en las Iaderas del volcan Chiles, el cerro Negro Mayasquer y el cerro 
Colorado, incluyendo el alto de La Puerta, sitio de liberaci6n para este no cleo. Los lugares 
de mayor observaci6n deterrninados de acuerdo con los resultados de las encuestas 
diligenciadas y los recorridos realizados durante e1 muestreo, son La Puerta, La 
Cortadera, Cerro Negro, Cerro Colorado, Lagunetas, Cerro Canguil, La Abra, E1 Granizo 
y el volcan Chiles en Colombia, y el sector de Potrerillos, en el Azuay, Ecuador. 

Figura 17. caractcrlstico prescntc en con 
predominio de areas de pararno muy escarpadas >~ledafias al volcan Chiles (izquierda) y el cerro Negro de 
Mayasquer (dcrecha), induyendo ademas un sector del paramo de El Angel en el norte de Ecuador. 

las rutas de vuelo confluyen en el alto de Ia Puerta, probablemente como respuesra al 
cebamiento implementado en afios anteriores y durante el presence trabajo. La frecuencia 
de observaciones hacia el cerro Negro de Mayasquer y el ceno Colorado, parece ser estar 
relacionada conla utilizaci6n de factibles sitios de anidaci6n. 
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La ofcrta de alimento en cl paramo de Chiles es escasa dcbido al poco desarrollo de la 
ganadcria, por lo cual los condores (inclurendo cJ unico ejemplar rcintroducido que aun 
visita esporadicamcntc la region) parecen frccuentar mas los paramos dcl norte de 
Ecuador, dondc la abundancia de alimento es mucho mayor por presencia de grandes 
ganadcrias extensivas. Aun asi, se identificaron algunas fuentes de alimcnto para los 
c6ndorcs en el area ccrcana al sitio de liberaci6n: (l) En la vereda }v[arpi, ubicada al 
noroeste del rcsguardo de Chiles, sc observe ganado cimarron pertcnccicntc a pobladorcs 
de esta vcrcda o del vccino rcsguardo de Pam\n. (2) las ladcras del cerro Colorado, al 
norte del sitio de liberaci6n, conforrnan franjas de paramo en buen estado de conservaci6n 
dondc cxistcn pcqucnos grupos de \'enados de cola blanca y otros marnifcros pequcfios 
que poclrian ser alimento potencial para los Cl'mdorcs. (3) La Cortadcra al noreste del sitio 
de liberaci6n, es un area de paramo ligerameme ondulado, coUndante con areas de 
culth·os y pastizales con ganado (figura 18), donde sc ha obsel\·ado condorcs \'Olando 
pcro sin percharsc al parcccr par tcmor a algunos habitantcs que frccuentan cl sector. 

El Sector Potrerillos en Azuay (Ecuador), cercc.1 de la frontcra don Colombia e!> un 
ccosistema de paramo altmnente intcrvcnido para e1 desarrollo de Ia ganadcria, donde hay 
una gran ofcrta de alimcnto para los c6ndorcs, pcro a la \'e= constintyc un area mcnos 
hostil para la especie ya que 1a comuna esta sujeta a normas que rcsrringen las quemas, 
tala, caza }' pesca, y cxisten guarda, panmos que \'igilan de manera permancnte que estas 
normas sc respctcn. Adcm:1s del ganado \\J.Cuno y OO\'ino existc una poblaci6n numcrosa 
de llamas Uamcl glcuua pertcnecicntcs a comuncros (figura 18), que podian constituir 
.1limenro potencial p.1ra los c6ndores. 

Figura 18- rta alimcnco en cl area de in.Oucnda de los c6ndorcs de Chiles cs mur C'iCUS.l 

en cl paramo de Chiles y cstii muy localizada en sccwrcs como L1 Cortadcra (izquicrda). Por cl conrrario 
en los paramos c.lcl norte de Ecuador cl ganado y las llamas (dcrccha) son muy abund,mtcs. 

Se identificaron tres posibles sitios de anidacion (figura 19). l:.l primero, en lac; faldas del 
Cerro Chiles, freme a la antena, es un sitio donde se encontr.tba un dormitorio de lm. 
c6ndores en afios recientes a su liberacion, '>egtm d senor Rcinaldo Arteaga, quicn fuc 
cncargndo de la alimcntacion y monitorco de los c6ndore~ despues de la libemcion en 
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1991. El segundo en el Cerro Colorado, en la parte occidental del cerro, junto a la laguna 
del rnismo nombre, este es un sitio donde se ha observado a una pareja de c6ndores volar 
y posarse, continuamente y de manera alternada. 8 tercer lugar, corresponde al sector de 
porrerillos, en el Ecuador, este sitio se ubica segOn Ia infotmaci6n dada por el guarda; 
paramos de la Comuna La Esperanza, Luis Chiles, en el cerro Negro de Mayasquer. 

El Tambo 

. 2 
Mayasquer 

ECUADOR 

• Alto de Ja Puerta Pan~n 

~, 

Chiles . 

_..,..._.. ..... ,.... ....... 
1:50000 

Figura 19: Local.izaci6n de nidos hist6ricos y factiblcs sitios de anidaci6n idcntificados para cl nilc1co de 
repoblaci6n de Chiles, incluyendo un nido hist:6rico en el sector de El Pulpit:o (1) y dos sitios de anidaci6n 
actual factible en cerro Negro Mayasquer (2) y e1 cerro Colorado(>). 

En el nucleo de Chiles se observ6 una interrelaci6n frecuente de los c6ndores con 
curiquingas Plwlcobocnus carwtculatus (figura 20), aves carrofteras que compiten con los 
c6ndores por alirnento y territorio. Otras especies que cornparten el habitat de los 
c6ndores son el aguila Buteo polysoma, el gavilan Buteo poecilochrous (figura 20) y d zorro o 
lobo Canis culpaeus, especie que tambien aprovecha la carrofta. 

Figura 20: Fauna c6ndor andino en el nocleo de repoblaci6n de ChUes: curiquingas 
Phalcoboettus canmculaws (izquicrda) y gavilan Buteo poccilochrous ( dcrecha ). 
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EST ADO ACTUAL DE LOS CONDORES SOBREVIVIENTES DE LOS NUCLEOS 
DE REPOBLACION DE CHINGAZA, PURACE Y CHILES. 

L1 cvaluacion del e«,tado actual de ejemplarcs fue en extrema dificil, parcicularmcnte para 
los nucleos de Chinga=.I y Chiles, dcbido a 1a ausenci,l de scguimicnto durante un 
prolongado pcriodo que en cl caso de Ching.t::,t alcan::('l ccrca de 8 m1os (2000 - 2008) y 
en el caso de Chiles ce rca de l3 a.Jios (1995 - 2008). 

Para d caso del nitcleo de repoblaci6n en Chiles (Rarrera y Feliciano 1994) reportan la 
cmigraci6n de la mayor parte de los ejemplares hacia cl pammo dd Pinal y cl volcan 
C1yclmbe, en cl norte de Ecuador, micncras que para cl nuclco de ChingazLt se report() la 
mayor parte de lo., ejcmplarcs, en cl .i.rca de vuclo conocidJ., hasta d aflo 2000 cuando se 
suspcncli6 su scguimknto. En cl ca'io de] nuclco de Puracc, cl Resguardo lndigcna de 
Purace, el Pi'\N Purace y la CRC reali::Jron actividades esponidicas de c;eguimiento, 
mediante suminisrro de alimenco en cl sitio de Liberaci('m, lo cual permitit'i cl a\'istamicnto 
de 3 de los cjemplarc-. liberados en csre nuclco, durante el periodo 2005 2008. 

El desarrollo dcl presence convcnio, pcrmiti6 Ia ubicaci6n de 6 de los 15 cjcmplarcs 
reportados como sobrcvivientes en el nucleo de Chingaza, tanto por la Fundaci6n 
Rcn,\Ser como por CORPOCHlVOR, basta 2001 y 2003, respectivamente (incluidos los 
ejemplares libcrados en el PNN Chingaza en 1989 .1995 y cl grupo libcrado en cl cerro 
Negro del paramo San Cayctano,jurisdicci6n de CORPOCHJVOR end 2000 - 2001). 
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Una pareja de adultos (a 2, ~4, figura 21) se ha reportado de manera frecuenre y continua 
en el PNN Chingaza, especialmente en la cuchilla de Golillas. 8 seguirniento realizado 
por CORPOGUAVIO desde 2008 y el adelanrado durante el presence estudio permitieron 
la identificaci6n de una pareja mas (0'4, <:(16) en el sector de Rionegro - Chisguales 
(Gachala), donde probablemenre se reprodujeron en 2008, segOn se menciona en el 
capitulo anterior; recientemente, se ha registrado en este mismo sector la presencia de 
otra pareja no identificada ya que carecen de marquilla alguna de identifi.caci6n. 

Figura 21: Ejemplar fotografiado en 2009 sobre d muro de contenci6n dd embalse de Chuza, cerca 
de Ia cuchilla de Golillas, PNN Chingaza. (~. liberada en el cerro Leticia cl 12 de ocrubrc de 1991). 
localizaci6n: l041367W - 0997087N, 3014 m. Fuente: Luis Alfredo Alfonso, Base Golillas. 

Mediante observaci6n directa fue posible registrar Ia presencia de ejemplares adultos no 
identificados en el sitio de liberaci6n y en el sector de Arenal Ounin) y Rionegro 
(Gachala) (figura 22). RenaSer reporta en el afio 2000 la factible perdida de las marquillas 
de identificaci6n del ejemplar a 3, pero pudo haber ocurrido lo mismo con otros 
ejemplares, por lo que noes convenience hacer conjeruras al respecto. 

Figura 22: te el presente esrudio cerca del sitio de liberaci6n en el 
PNN Chingaza (izquierda) yen el sector de Arenal, municipio de Junin ( derecha). 

La mayor parte de los registros obtenidos mediante encuestas con Ia comunidad 
corresponden a ejemplares adultos no idencificados, lo cual puede explicarse porque la 
totalidad de los ejemplares liberados en el nucleo de Chingaza, a la fecha alcanzan la edad 
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adulta, incluidos los que probJblemcnre hayan sobrevh·ido del grupo liberado en el 
paramo de San Cayetano, Guayata, jurisdiccion de CORPOCHlVOR en 2000-2001; para 
este grupo se rcportan avismrnientos hasta 2004 ~ 2005 por parte de personas resiclcntes 
en las vcrcclas Sion y El Eden de Ubala, dcspucs de lo cual posiblementc emigraron hacia 
Jos faralloncs de Gachala (Audclina Mendez, comm.pcrs. 2010). 

Se rcportan ademas 16 evidencias de rcproducci6n en el area, rcpresentados en cl 
avistamiento rccicnte de ejemplares juveniles y subadulros en diferenres sectores del area 
de influencia dcl nuclco de Chingaza (figura 23). Sietc de los 16 avistarnientos 
corrcspondcn a un ejemplar juvcnil no idcntificado, cuatro a una hem bra juvcnil, dos a un 
macho subadulto, uno a una hcrnbra subadulta, uno ados hcmbras subadulras y uno a un 
macho juvenil, con ]o cual se pucde inferir que cxisten por ]o menos cinco indhiduos 
nativos en cl nucleo de Chingaza (una hcmbr,1 juvenil, dos hcmbras subadulras, un macho 
ju,•enil y un macho subaduh:o ). 

GUATAvrTA 

._L, 
\uBALA . . ,2 

. 11 

·-
'_ . .,..~ 

- - ~ 
-- c .. _ 

figura 23: I ncalizaci(ln de c\'idcnciao; de rcproducckin mcdi • .mcc cl rcghtro de ;wismmicnro de cjcmpb.rcs 
ju\·cniles y subadultos p.tra cl nuclco de rcpl'lblacion del c6ndor anclino en Ching,tza (cuadros azulcs 
numcr.tdos). N6rcsc la mayor cone<~ntr<tti6n de rcgistros en los c;cctores de San Juanico, Arcnal Quntn). 
Rioncgro (Gachal:i) }' MonqucntiV.l (Gachcta). 
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Para el nucleo de Purace se regiscrola observacion recieme de siere de los ocho ejemplares 
reportados como sobrevivientes hasra el afio 2000, incluyendo tres hembras (~5. ~7 y 
~14), dos machos (o6 y o9) y una pareja sin marquillas de identificaci6n que podria 
corresponder a los ejemplares (o7 0 ol6, ~8), ya que son los fmicos que no han sido 
localizados recienternente para el nucleo de Purace. La identificaci6n reciente del 
ejemplar o6 fue posible ya que este ejernplar nunca fue recapturado para su marcaje 
definitive, por lo cual es el unico que conserva una marquilla original de color amarillo. 

Asi rnismo, para este nucleo se report6 la presencia de la ejemplar ~ 12 liberada en el 
nucleo de Chiles y que presumiblemenre confonna pareja con el ejemplar 0'6, ya que entre 
2000* 2005 estos dos ejemplares fueron vistas juntos en varias oportunidades; a pesar de 
la ubicaci6n relativamente reciente de los dos ejemplares (2008 y 2010, respectivamente), 
estes no se han vuelro a ver juntos par lo cual no es posible corroborar su conformaci6n 
como pareja. Por el contrario, se verilic6 la conformaci6n de la pareja ~5. 0'9, ya que 
durante mas de diez ali.os han sido vis cos juntos (figura 24 ), pero hast a la fecha no se ha 
registtado su reproducci6n en el media natural lgualmente, se report6 el avistamiento dd 
ejemplar ~18, perteneciente al nucleo del PNN Los Nevados, en abril de 2010, en la vereda 
Chapio, cerca de Ia casa del Cabildo de Purace, lo cual evidencia la gran capacidad de 
desplazamiento para la especie. 

Figura 24. Pareja de cjemplares adultos (~ 5, ~9), focografiados en e1 caMn Los cerca del 
sicio de liberaci6n del micleo de Purace. Observese una aparenre danza de cortejo, cerca del caserio de 
Pttlul6 (izquiccda) y la intcracci6n con otros carroii.eros en e1 sitio de liberaci6n (derecha). Fuentes: Edgar 
Taimal, 2006; Mario Morales / Fundaci6n NEOTROPICAL, 2010. 

Se reportan ademas, quince evidencias de reproducci6n en el area, representados en d 
avistamiento reciente de ejemplares juveniles y subadulros en diferentes sectores del area 
de influencia del nucleo de Purace (figura 25). Cuatro de los 15 avistamientos 
corresponden a un ejemp1ar juvenil no identificado, uno a dos ejemplares juveniles no 
identi.ficados, cuatro a un macho subadulto, cuatro a una hembra juvenil, uno a una 
hembra subadulta y uno a un macho juvenil, con lo cual se puede suponer que 
actualmente existen por lo menos cuatro individuos nativos en el nucleo de Purace (una 
hem bra juvenil, un macho juvenil. una hem bra subadulta y un macho subadulto ). 
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Figura 25: locali:acion de c\·idcnci.ts de rcproduccion mediante cl registro de :t\'istJ.tnienro de cjcmpl.trc'> 
ju,·enilco; y suhac.lulros parJ. cl nuclco de repoblncion del condor andino PurJcc (cu.tdros .t::ules 
numcrados). N6ce:.c l.1 m.tyor conccntr.tci6n de rcgistros en los sectorcs de Picc.lr.t de I eon - Sotar.\ 
(puntos i . B. 9), ccrC.l .11 <; itro de liberacion en PurJCC (puntoc; 10. tl 11. 13) }' c1 !>eCtOr ue PortJchuclo en 
Totaro (pumos 15,16, 17. 18) 
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Para el nucleo de Chiles, solamente hay dos reportes recientes de ejemplares marcados, 
correspondientes al ejemplar c)l5, avistado a finales de 2009 y una hembra adulta no 
identificada (con marquilla roja), observada a mediados de 2009. Cabe reiterar que la 
ejemplar ~12, perteneciente al nucleo de Chiles, emigr6 al nucleo de Purace, ya que 
durante el periodo 1999,2005 y mas recienremenre en 2008 se registr6 su observaci6n 
frecuente en cercanlas de los volcanes Purace y Sotara. En el area cercana a1 sitio de 
liberacion en Chiles, se mantiene un pequefio grupo de ejemplares silvestres, en su mayor 
parte adultos, que parecen ser itinerantes entre el sur de Colombia y el norte de Ecuador. 
Algunos pudieron ser fotografiados durante el presence esmdio (figura 26) gracias a que 
acudieron al area durante el cebarniento. 

Como ya se rnencion6, para el nucleo de repoblaci6n en Chiles (Barrera y Feliciano 1994) 
reportan Ia emigraci6n de 1a mayor parte de los ejemplares bacia el paramo del Piftal y el 
vobin Cayambe, en el norte de Ecuador desde 1992 cuando se integraron a la poblaci6n 
nativa de c6ndores existence en I a zona. Sin embargo la ejemplar ~ 12, registrada en el 
norte de Ecuador hasta 1993, luego fue vista varias veces en cercanias del volcan Purace, 
mucho mas al norte. Asi mismo, a pesar de que desde 1992 se report6la emigraci6n del el 
ejemplar c)lS bacia el Ecuador (Barrera &: Feliciano, 1994), este ejemplar ha sido 
observado recientemem:e cerca del sitio de liberaci6n pero su area de dormitorio y factible 
anidaci6n es desconocida. El resto de ejemplares no ha sido visto desde mediados de la 
decada de 1990 y se presume que si sobreviven, estan establecidos en el norte de Ecuador, 
a juzgar por los antecedentes de observaci6n en el volcan Cayambe y los paramos de 8 
Angel y E1 Pinal. 

Figura 26: c6ndor andino fotografiados durante el presente estudio cere a 
del sitio de liberaci6n en el nuclco de repoblaci6n de Chiles. 

Se reportan ademas, tres evidencias de reproducci6n, incluyendo una pareja con neonate 
cerca al cerro Negro de Mayasquer, dos ejemplares subadultos observados cerca del cerro 
Colorado y una hembra juvenil avistada en el alto de La Puerta (figura 27), pero es muy 
probable que estos sean descendencia de la poblaci6n nativa establecida en el area desde 
antes de la liberaci6n de los ejemplares. 
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figura 27: Loc.tliz.tci6n de C\'iclcnci,ts de r~pmduccion mcc\i,mtc cl registro de avisramicnro de cjcmplarcs 
juveniles y subadultos p.tra cl nucleo de rcpllblaci6n del c6ndor andiml en Chiles (cu.1dros azules 
numcrJdos), induyendo un,t parej.1 con ncomtto ccrc<t al cerro i\:egro de l\!ay.tsqucr (punro I). dos 
~jemplarcs sub.tdultos obscrndos ccrc.1 del c~rro Color.tdo (punto 2) y una hcmhra juvcnil a\'istad.l en cl 
alto de La Pucrta (punto 3). 

En resumen, de los 29 Ct'mdorcs rcponados como sobrevivicntcs para los nOclcos de 
rcpoblacion de Chingazu, Purace y Chiles hasra 2003 (Fundaci6n RcnaSer, 2001; 
CORPOCHTVOR, 2003), durante d desarrollo del prcscnte cstudio solo fuc posiblc 
ubicar a 15 cjemplarcs mediante obscrvaci6n directa o diligcnciamiento de cncuestas 
(tabla 3). Se logro la ubicaci6n rccicnrc de seis cjcmplares para cl nildeo de Ching.ca 
(o 2, ~ 4, d'4, 9. 16 y una pareja sin marquillas de identificaci6n), sietc para el nuclco de 
Purace (~5, Q7 y ~14, o6 y d'9 y una parcja sin marquillas) y dos para el m1cleo de Chiles 
(d'15, ~12). Para cl resto de ejemplares se riene una ubicaci6n mas remota entre 1993 y 
2005, por lo cual su cstado cs i.ncicrm y si bien es poco probable que ailn sobrcvivan en el 
;\rca de los trcs nucleos, ya que no han sido reportaclos durante un perioclo muy extenso, 
tampoco sc puecle asererar que hayan nmerto o cmigrado a otras areas, mientras no sc 
haga un seguimiento mas minucioso y prolongado a lo largo de la distribuci6n geogrMica 
de Ia especic en Colombia. 
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Tabla No. 3: Rdaci6n de ejemplares de condor andino Vultur gryphus liberados en los m1cleos de 
repoblaci6n de Chlngaza, Purace y Chiles, durante d periodo 1989 - 2001. Fuente: Alan Uebennan, 2008. 
Acrualizada por el presence estudio. (SB#: Studbook Number; B: Blanco; R: Rojo; A: Amarillo) 
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Convenro de Asociac:cn Nc. 154 de 200::1 cr:trc cl Mini;:crio 
de A111bientc. Vivicnda y Ocsarrolfo Tcrr:torio! · MAVDT y 

la Fundocicin para cl \1anCJO y Con;ervo<i>ln dt> lm 
Ecos1stcmm 1\ec:rcpicolcs- 1\[01 ROPiCAL 

No se realiz6 un reporte de indicc de sobrcvivcncia como tal ya que no se tiene ccrtcza de 
la morralidad o la factiblc emigraci6n de los cjemplares que no han sido localizados 
reciememenre; portal raz6n se reporta el avistamiem:o de 15 ejcmplares y la localizad6n 
mas rccicntc (alios 1993 - 2005) para los 14 ejemplarcs, prcsumiblcmentc sobreviv.ientes 
pero no registrados durante el presenrc estudio. 

Con base en los resultados obtenidos se pucdc considcrar que 1as poblacioncs de condor 
andino rcsultanrcs de los nucleos de rcpoblaci6n, pucdcn habersc mantenido estables o 
habcr tenido una leve rcducci6n, dcsde d ultimo rcportc rcalizado por Ia Fundaci6n 
RenaSer en el alio 2001. No obstante, las evidencias de reproducci6n representadas en el 
avistamiento de cjcmplares juveniles y subadultos, en los tres nucleos de repoblaci6n, 
sugiercn que las poblacioncs aunque muy reducidas, son dimimicas, circunsrancia que las 
haec viables en el largo plazo, siempre y cuando no se den eventos clrasticos de 
mortalidad por causas narur.llcs o anlropogcnicas. 

De otra parte, aunque se regisrraron reportcs no confirmaclos de Ia muertc de dos 
ejcmplares, en algunl1S sectores de ~laura (Cundinamarca) y Chh·or (Boyaca), para d 
grupo libcraclo en 2000 - 2001 en San Cayetano, y uno en cl municipio de Gutjcrrcz 
(Cundinamarca) para cl grupo de Chinga=a. no sc encontraron cvidcncias que 
confirmaran tales hechos. Aim cuando para los nudcos de Purace y Chiles no hay reportcs 
de morralidad de ejemplares desdc el afio 2000, hay sietc cjemplares que no han podido 
ser ubicados recienccmcnte. 

En razon a los argumcntos cxpucstos, en las actualcs circunstancias el estado de los 
cjcmplarcs no rcportado.c:; rccientcmcntc, en desarrollo del prescntc estudio cs incicrto y 
solo podra determinarsc mediante una investigaci6n mas exhaustiva y un seguimienro 
mas permanence con d apoyo de las comunidades humanas que comparten su tcrritorio 
en los tres nudcos de rcpoblacion. 
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Convcnro de A~ocrocr6n :-.Jo. 15-l de 2009 cn~rc cl Mm:$terio 
de Ambicnte. Vivicnda y Desarrollo Territorial- MAVDT y 

lo rundaCIOI1 para el MonC)O y Conscrvocion de lm 
Eccmtemm Nectrcprcole> - NEOTROPICAL 
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Andean condors are part of the Association of Zoos 
and Aquariums' (AZA) Species Survival Plan® (SSP). 
SSPs began in 1981 as a cooperative population 
management and conservation program for selected 
taxa in zoos and aquariums in North America. SSPs 
were developed to manage animal popu]Btions for 
zoos in order to maintain heaJthy, self-sustaining 
populati0Il5 that are both genetically diverse and 
demographically stable. The mission of the program is 
to help f!IlSure the survival of selected wildlife 5pedes 
into the future and to 
provide a link 
between zoo and 
aquarium animals 
and the conservation 
of their wild 
counterparts. Since 
its inception in 2003, 
the Andean condor 
SSP has evolved to 
become a m ore 

Jl.....,<»nlf«nloolr 

holistic cooperative program encompassing a wide 
variety of activities such as reintroduction to the wild, 
research, public education, and fund raising. 

AZK s Andean condor SSP and international 
progruns are dependant on each other. The great2st 
measure of success for this unique conservation effort 
has been the international cooperation and persistence 
of a wide spectrum of organizations, agencies, and 
individuals. The program has thrived thanks to the 
collaboration of 40 zoos, all members of the AZA and 
its SSP, the Colombian Zoo Association, a wide array 
of U.S. conservation organizations, and govemmental 
agencies. 1bese include two Colombian national 
governmental agencies, ten Colombian dcpa.rtxnen131 
agencies, the Chiles Indian Reservation, the Purace 
Indian Reservation. the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta 
Indian Reservation, two international airlines, and the 
programmatic coordination by the Zoological Society 
·of Scm Diego. 

Oi:te component of the Andean condor SSP is the 
reintroduction of birds back into their native habimt 
Since the inception of the release program in 1989, 

~· ... ~ .... ~ .... ------ · ~- __.._ · j •• L . . .. .... - ... . .._ •• I . 

more than 80 condors hatched and raised by 18 
institutions in the SSP have been reintroduced into the 
wilds of Colombia and Venezuela. Biologists in 
Colombia have confirmed that released birds have 
tluived. matured, breed an~g offspriQg- a 
gx:eat SU£.fesdoz.the program. 201..2. the SSP ~Dn 7 a with Asociadon Colobiana De.F~r-

JoPX- (ACQPAZOA~~:~ · lishlnS Andean condor5 in Colombian.zoos 
t" the futUre, woUld w~ . 
~wif4 .. 

To determine habitat utilization of released condors, a 
monitoring system using satellite telemetry has been 
put in place in conjunction with the Universidad 
Javeriana and the Corporation Autonoma Boyaca. A 
PhD student is receiving training on the monitoring 
system and has been 
overseeing the efforts. 
Andean condors 
released into the wild 
are outfilt.ed with 
telemetry units which 
provide more accurate 
data on the ranging 
patterns of the condors. 
The information wi.lf Aml~lfN I.'DIIdcr lllilllllltllrlty uml 

help conservation managers determine where the 
birds spend their time in order to make well informed 
decisions and recommendations on protected areas as 
well as tar~t conservation education efforts to those 
communities where the condors are located. 

A strong partnership with Colombian zoos has been 
developed. Members of the Andean condor SSP have 
made site visits to help zoo staff develop an Andean 
condor master plan. This plan includes demographic 
and genetic information about zoo birds as well as a 
studbook which will be used to monitor the zoo 
population and any birds released into the wild. In 
order to assist this effort, the Andean Condor Care 
Manual, created by the SSP, was ttanslatrd into 
Spanish for use by four Colombian zoos. In the 
future, in collaboration with Houston Zoo and 
Weltvogelpark Walsrodc, SSP nuunbers are providing 
training to key zoo staff on incubation techniques. 
This lraining will benefit the Andean condor program 
as well as the critically endangered blue.billed 
cumssow. 



In 2012, a collaborative wowhop was held for the 
conservation of the Andean condor in South America. 
Partners from North and South America presented 
updates on various projects and SSP members assisted 
in zoological master plans. 

Education outreach programs are underway in 
country and have been a key component in the 
support of local commtmities for Andean condors. 

CULTURAL CONNECTION 
The Andean condor is seen as a symbol of power 
and health. Unfommatcly, native villagers think that 
condor bones and organs have special healing powers 
or that they give males high virility. Ground bones 
are believed to alleviate rheumatism. Many natives 
eat the stomach of the Andean condor because they 
believe it cures breast cancer. The eyes of the condor 
are often roasted and 
eaten. to sharpen one's 
sight, and feathers arc 
often placed \U\der 
sleeping blankets to 
ward off nightmares. 
There is a strong 
cultural connection 
between native people 
and Andean condors. 
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1n Ecuador and Chile, condor means "gold coin." 

1he Incas of Ptm~ thought the oondor flew the sun into 
the sky every moming. They thought the condor was a 

8ic14gists 111111 indll/<lfOIU r=~b: trruk 
am.lor$ in tJw wil4. 

messenger to !he gods. 

Many South Amertcan 
stares have adopted 
the condor as a symbol 
of liberty. 

ClffiRICUIJM 
II you arc certified to teach Projed Wild or Windows on 
II~ Wrld CUJ'riculum, several lesson plans could apply 
to Andean condor issues: 

Project Wild 
Too close for comfort (K-4) 
Ethi-thinking{K-4) 
Wildlife is everywhere (K-4) 
Shrinking hnbital (5-8) 

Widoros otJ the Wild (gmdes 6-9) 
Endnngcred species gallery walk 
Future w orlds 

Inlerpretive Prograrns 
Oeveland Me1:roparks Zoo 

PHOTO SOURCES- Free 
San Diego Safari Park/M. Mace, 
Curator of Birds. 
CORPOBOYACA/Colombia/Francisco Ci.ci 
Wilcimedia 

PHOTO SOURCES - Purch~tst 
Critter Zone (critterzone.com) 
Phillip Colla Photography (Oceanlighlcom) 
Birdsoman.com 
Arkive.org 
Acclaimhuages.com 
Stockpix.com 
Birdfotos.com 
Shutterstock.com 

AUDJO SOURCE 
Oevcland Metroparks Zoo (hissing vocnlization mp3 
and wove files) 

INfORMATION SOURCES 
Handbook oJ Birds of the World (Lynx Eclidors) 
Association o£ Zoos & Aquariums (AZA) 
San Diego Zoo lnsblutc for CouseJVation Research 
Andean Condor SSP® and Studbook 
Brookfield Zoo 
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MNGE AND DISTRIBUTION 
" Andes, from Venezuela to Tierra del Fuego, 

descending lD sea level in Peru and Chile. 
• Most often seen in Peru, Orile, and Argentina. 

HABITAT 
,. F.ound mostly in high mountains'and alpine regions. 

Rarely found in forested areas. 
.. Lowland desert regions in Peru and OWe. 
,. Grassland plains in Argentina, south of Rio Negro. 
.. Stays away from human disturbances. 

:lli!rr 
,. Scavenger that feeds on canion of large and medium 

-sized mammals (guanacos, livestock, marine 
mammals on the coast). 

• Some smaller fOod items Uke shorebird eggs. 
.. Gregarious during foraging and feeding. 

RfiPRODUCilON 
,. Nest (scrape) in shallow caves on cliff ledges. 
.. Lay 1 egg - both piii'Crtts incubate egg 56-62 days. 
,. Chick fully feathered and Clli\ fly at 6 months. 
.. Both parents 

responsible for parenml 
care, which c:tmtinues 
for over 1 year. 

" Sexually mature once 
they attain adult 
plumage (5-8 years 
old or later), but can 
be delayed. 

.,. Typically breeds in A•"*"''"'"Jilrdlidr/lllldriNg. 
alternate years due to extended parental care of 
offspring. 

,. Can lay a replacement egg 4-6 weeks after loss 
of first egg. 

_, _ ___..._ ·-- -·-----..L--'..1.-'--

CHARACI'EIUSIICS 
.. Only American vulture to show sexual dimorphism 

(male and female look different). 
~ Male has comb/ caruncle, large neck wattle, and 

yellow eyes. 
,. Female Jacks comb/wattle, and has red eyes. 
,. Canmclc, plUill.Bge, etc. used in courtship display . 
... Plumage black 

with ~il.yish white . 
secondlllY feathers 
and coverts. 

,. White neck ruffle only 
appears in adults. 

~ Bare skin on head. 
.. Juvenile is brown with Mllurrd"I<UIItA•ul.r>" a~n.ton. dark bare skin - I' . 

develops adult plumage after 5-8 years . 
" Adult male 24-33lb; adult female 17-24lb. 
• Wingspan up to 126 in (10.5 ft) - largest flying bird 

in South America. 
,_ Body length 39-51 in (3.25 -4.25 ft) . 
.. lives up to 70 years in zoos, 5G-60 yeiUs in wild. 

STATUS 
• CITES I since 1975. 
" USFWS Endangered since 1970 . 
.. IUCN near threatened since 2001. 
• Threatened over most of range -mostly in northern 

range (Venezuela nnd Colombia). 
• Ritual use in local cultures and persecution due to 

perceived t:iucat to livestock. 
~ Increase in human population has decreased condor 

habitat and prey base. 
.. Low reproductive rate (reproduce lare in life and 

every other ycM) and long lifespan makes condors 
vulnerable to threats. 

.. Human intervention needed for population 
recovery. 

,. Very hardy in zoological facilities and is a self­
sustaining population. 

,. Rcinltoductions in Colombia and previously 
Venezuela are showing promise at restoring wild 
p opulations. 

Created by the Andean Condor Species Swviv:ll. Plan 
Navcmber14, 2006. Updated October 2013 
Contact Ouiss Kmiecik -Andean Condor SSP Education 
l.Won: cdk@clevclandmctroparks.com. 

,. ' · • I '-a = ., • ert· I • d 1 



WHITE OAK CONSERVATION HOLDINGS, LLC 

US FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Date Type Reference 
1/28/2015 Bill 12815 

Cash Fifth Third Bank 

Original Amt 
100.00 

2/4/2015. 
Balance Due Discount 

100.00 
Check Amount 

i 

Payment 
100.00 
100.00 

100.00 




