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(707)330-2430
500victory@gmail.com

I am writing to petition for an exemption of 14 C.F.R. 61.159 (d)(2). 

14 CFR 61.159(d)(2) states that:

(d) A commercial pilot may log the following flight engineer flight time toward the 1,500 
hours of total time as a pilot required by paragraph (a) of this section and the total time 
as a pilot required by § 61.160: 

(2) Flight-engineer time, provided the flight time -

(i) Is acquired as a U.S. Armed Forces' flight engineer crewmember in an 
airplane that requires a flight engineer crewmember by the flight manual; 

(ii) Is acquired while the person is participating in a flight engineer crewmember 
training program for the U.S. Armed Forces; and 

(iii) Does not exceed 1 hour for each 3 hours of flight engineer flight time for a 
total credited time of no more than 500 hours

The extent of relief I seek and the reason I seek the relief.

I request that my time as a U.S. Air Force C-5 Flight Engineer be counted towards the total time 
required for an Airline Transport Pilot certificate. I’m seeking this relief for myself and all other flight 
engineers who could possibly be affected by the same ambiguous wording of the current regulation. 

The current wording could possibly be interpreted to mean that in accordance with §61.159(d), 
only a previously certificated commercial pilot may credit certain flight-engineer flight time towards the 
1,500 hours of total time as a pilot required by paragraph (a) of §61.159 for the issuance of an airline 
transport pilot certificate under this section. I don’t believe the intent of the wording “commercial pilot” 
is meant to say that all flight engineer time was to be acquired after receipt of that certificate, I believe 
the intent is to say that a pilot who currently holds a commercial pilot certificate and is applying for an 
airline transport pilot certificate, may use the flight engineer time, no matter when it was acquired.

Considering §61.160(f) states "1,500 hours of total time as a pilot", I would like the 
maximum 500 hours total credited flight engineer flight time toward the 1,500 hours of total time 
as a pilot, as allowed in §61.159 for the purposes of meeting the requirements of §61.159 for issuance 
of an airline transport pilot certificate under that section).



If this petition for exemption were granted, it would benefit the public by saving on average 
$80,000.00 of flight training costs per flight engineer applicant (500hrs X $160/hr aircraft 
rental=$80,000.00), while bringing experienced aviators into the already short pilot pool, which should 
prove to increase safety and situational awareness on the flight deck. Military aviators, and flight 
engineers in specific, are required to attend extensive training in Crew Resource Management, safety, 
operation of aircraft systems, weather, airspace, aircraft performance as well as several other areas 
specific to the operation of their aircraft. 

With the potential experience these aviators would bring, safety is almost certainly 
going to increase. Granting this petition for exemption is in the public interest because it would 
increase the number of highly trained and experienced military aviators, who possess a unique 
command and leadership ability, to pursue an airplane category airline transport pilot certificate and 
seek employment as a pilot at an airline operating under Part 121. This will increase the number of 
qualified pilots to serve in part 121 operations at a time when airlines are struggling to find pilots with 
the necessary experience. 

A grant of exemption would allow experienced military aviators with the most extensive training 
and demanding experience to become available to serve as pilots in part 121 operations. Such pilots are 
well qualified to work in a dynamic, multi-crew environment requiring command of crew resource 
management and proficiency in time critical application of operation risk management. Furthermore, 
they would still be required to fly 1000 hours SIC prior to serving as a PIC under Part 121 operations. This 
1000-hour requirement would provide a level of oversight as they continue to advance their skills while 
making them available as Part 121 pilots. This is in the public’s interest.

Description of Relief Sought: Robert J. Whalen III seeks an exemption from 14 CFR part 61.159 to 
allow experience gained as a military flight engineer in multi-engine cargo/transport aircraft to count 
towards the aeronautical experience requirements of 14 CFR 61.159 (d) (2). This petition, if granted, 
would allow up to 500 hours flight engineer time to satisfy 61.159 (d) (2). 

Respectfully,
//Signed//
Robert J. Whalen III 


