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May 26, 2022 
                                              Exemption No. 18973A 
                                              Regulatory Docket No. FAA-2021-1028 
 
James Viola 
President & CEO 
Helicopter Association International 
1920 Ballenger Ave, 4th Floor 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
 
Dear Mr. Viola:  
 
This letter is to inform you that the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is amending 
Exemption No. 18973.  It transmits the FAA’s decision, explains its basis, and lists the revised 
conditions and limitations. 
 
The Basis for the FAA’s Decision 
 
On January 13, 2022, the FAA granted in part an exemption to Helicopter Association 
International (HAI) on behalf of HAI and its members and other part 135 helicopter operators for 
relief from §§ 91.9(a), 91.205(h)(7), 135.160, and 135.179(a) of Title 14, Code of Federal 
Regulations (14 CFR) to allow part 119 certificate holders conducting part 135 helicopter 
operations to operate with inoperative radar (radio) altimeters. The relief also allowed the use of 
night vision goggles (NVGs) in helicopters “without a normally functioning radar altimeter in 
accordance with § 91.205(h)(7) and/or rotorcraft flight supplement limitations         (§ 91.9(a)) 
including landings at off-airport or unimproved landing areas.”  
 
The FAA is removing Condition and Limitation Nos. 4a and 4b, as originally issued in Exemption 
No. 18973 because the language restated regulatory requirements and unduly placed a requirement 
upon pilots to evaluate the performance of radio altimeters. The FAA has previously determined 
operators cannot rely upon radio altimeters to perform their intended function if they experience 
interference from wireless broadband 5G C-Band emissions. Further, the FAA has issued 
Notices to Air Missions (NOTAM) to identify the heliports, airports, and areas within the United 
States where radio altimeters will be unreliable due to 5G C-Band interference. As there is no 
proven, viable method at this time for a pilot to determinate if the radio altimeter is functioning 
in a normal manner within such NOTAM areas, the previously-issued condition and limitation 
introduced the risk of a pilot erroneously determining the radio altimeter was providing accurate 
altitude information. Additionally, § 91.205 requires a normally functioning radio altimeter for 
NVG operations and the relief provided by this exemption is limited to those areas for which the 
FAA has issued a NOTAM identifying the radio altimeter as unreliable. Further, § 135.160 
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already requires an operable radio altimeter for rotorcraft operations conducted in accordance 
with part 135.1 Accordingly, the revised list of conditions and limitations is included below. 
 
Additionally, the FAA is reviewing the petition to amend Exemption No. 18973 dated May 11, 
2022, and will respond in a separate decision. No further action is required by the petitioner in 
regards to this amendment request. 
 
The FAA’s Decision 
 
The FAA has determined that the issuance of Exemption No. 18973 remains valid with respect to 
this exemption and is in the public interest. Therefore, pursuant to the authority contained 
in 49 U.S.C. §§ 106(f), 40113, and 44701, delegated to me by the Administrator, part 119 
certificate holders authorized to conduct HAA operations under part 135, subpart L, are granted 
an exemption from 14 CFR §§ 91.9(a) and 91.205(h)(7) to the extent necessary to conduct part 
135 operations with NVGs, including night landings and takeoffs from unimproved or off-airport 
sites, in areas identified by NOTAM, in which the radar altimeter is unreliable and thus may not 
functioning normally due to 5G C-band interference. Certificate holders exercising the relief 
provided by this exemption must comply with the revised conditions and limitations listed 
below.  
 
Conditions and Limitations 
 
1. This exemption applies only to part 119 certificate holders authorized to conduct HAA 
operations under part 135, subpart L.  
 
2. Certificate holders must submit a Letter of Intent to the Federal eRulemaking Portal, under 
Docket No. FAA-2021-1028. Go to http://www.regulations.gov and follow the online 
instructions for submitting documents electronically. The Letter of Intent must state the 
certificate holder’s intention to exercise the relief granted in this exemption and affirm the 
intention to only conduct operations in a manner consistent with all conditions and limitations 
herein.  
 
3. Certificate holders must receive authorization from their assigned POI in operations 
specification A005. 
 
4. For helicopter operations using NVGs, including operations to and from off-airport and 
unimproved landing sites, such operations may be conducted in areas where a NOTAM identifies 
the radio altimeter as unreliable, provided: 
 

a. The aircraft is equipped with a moveable searchlight installed via an FAA-approved 
installation method, which the pilot must use to assist in determining height above the 
ground and rates of closure. 

  
b. Prior to landing, the pilot or another crewmember must establish radio contact with 

personnel on the ground at the landing site to receive and confirm a description of the 
                                            
1 See Exemption No. 18973 at pp. 5-6. 
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landing site. If radio communication cannot be established with personnel on the 
ground, the pilot must perform a high reconnaissance to assess the landing location.  

 
5. All pilots must receive training on the applicability and use of this exemption prior to serving 
in an operation under this exemption. Certificate holders must maintain a record of such training 
and provide it to the FAA upon request.  
 
The Effect of the FAA’s Decision 
 
The FAA’s decision amends Exemption No. 18973 to 18973A. The termination date remains 
January 31, 2024, unless sooner superseded or rescinded.   
 
To request an extension or amendment to this exemption, please submit your request by using 
the Regulatory Docket No. FAA-2021-1028 (http://www.regulations.gov). In addition, you 
should submit your request for extension or amendment no later than 120 days prior to the 
expiration listed above, or the date you need the amendment, respectively. 
 
Any extension or amendment request must meet the requirements of 14 CFR § 11.81. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
/s/ 
 
 
Robert C. Carty 
Deputy Executive Director, Flight Standards Service 
 


