
Aviation Safety Strategic Policy Management Branch 
800 Independence Ave SW 
Washington, DC 20591 

February 18, 2021 

SENT VIA EMAIL 

Bill Eckler 
3S Certification, LLC 
9111 E. Douglas Avenue, Suite 100 
Wichita, Kansas  67207 

Dear Mr. Eckler: 

We have received your petition letter (your reference 2021-000-0022) dated February 2, 2021, in 
which you requested an exemption from the requirements of §§ 25.785(j), 25.791(b) and (e), 
25.813(b)(4), 25.857(e), and 25.1447(c)(1) of title 14, Code of Federal Regulations for Airbus 
Model A321-200 series airplanes. The exemption, if granted, would support supplemental type 
certificate approval for the conversion of the subject airplanes from an all-passenger 
configuration to an all-cargo configuration and allow for supernumerary access into the Class E 
cargo compartment during flight. 

Your request was posted to the Department of Transportation’s Federal Docket Management 
System in Docket No. FAA-2021-0084 (at regulations.gov) on February 2, 2021. We have 
reviewed your petition and have determined that more information is needed from 3S 
Certification before we can process the request for exemption. Specifically, we need to know the 
following— 

1. Please expand the project description discussion to address the following:

a. Number and location of available seats for supernumeraries considering both
flight deck observer seats and existing flight attendant seats;

b. Location, type and size of available emergency exits;

c. Location and type of exit assist means (e.g., escape slides or inertia reels and
harnesses);

d. Location and number of portable oxygen bottles with masks;

e. Location and number of oxygen drops with masks;

f. Location of emergency lighting and exit signs;

g. Location of the rigid cargo barrier and door.

https://www.regulations.gov/searchResults?rpp=25&po=0&s=FAA-2021-0084&fp=true&ns=true


 2 

2. Please confirm that the maximum intended supernumerary occupancy is four persons and 
that the maximum intended number of supernumeraries expected to access the Class E 
cargo compartment is three persons. 

3. Please provide a list of all instructions proposed to be on the rigid cargo barrier placard 
including the instructions identified in the § 25.857(e) discussion and other instructions 
such as those that identify the maximum number of persons allowed access, identify 
portable oxygen is required for all persons accessing the compartment, and prohibit 
smoking in the compartment. 

4. For clarity purposes, please expand the discussion for the cargo compartment alert 
information to specifically detail how the alert is initiated (automatic or manual/flight 
crew or both) and the mode of the alert (visual: flashing lights or steady lights; audible: 
horns or other audible cues) for each of the following events— turbulence, 
decompression, and smoke/fire. Please also identify those alerts that will necessitate that 
supernumeraries don portable oxygen masks in addition to returning to their seat. 

5. Finally, please also consider the following additional regulations and determine if they 
need to be included in a revised petition for exemption— §§ 25.807(g)(1), 25.807(i)(1), 
25.809(a), 25.810(a)(1), 25.812(e), 25.812(l)(1), and 25.1449. 

Please provide the requested information within 30 days of the date of this letter by submitting it 
to the above-mentioned docket. If any of the material is considered “proprietary” please mark it 
as such and submit it directly to Ms. Shannon Lennon at shannon.lennon@faa.gov. If the 
additional information is not submitted within that timeframe, we will cease work on the project 
with no further correspondence to you. Please note that our work will only resume when we 
receive your additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Mary A. Schooley 
Manager, Human Machine Interface 
Policy and Innovation Division 
Aircraft Certification Service 

mailto:shannon.lennon@faa.gov

