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DENIAL OF EXEMPTION 

 

By letter dated April 28, 2020, Mr. Sean Landram, Manager, Quality Assurance, Sands Aviation 

LLC, (Sands), 5500 Haven Street, Las Vegas, NV 89119 petitioned the Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) on behalf of Sands for an exemption from § 125.91(b) of Title 14, Code 

of Federal Regulations (14 CFR). The proposed exemption, if granted, would allow Sands to 

extend the aircraft weighing interval from 36 months to 48 months for its Boeing 737-700 (BBJ) 

fleet. 

 

The petitioner requests relief from the following regulation: 

 

Section 125.91(b) states that “[n]o person may operate an airplane unless the current empty 

weight and center of gravity are calculated from the values established by actual weighing of the 

airplane within the preceding 36 calendar months.” 

 

The petitioner supports its request with the following information: 
 

The petitioner asserts that an extension to 48 months would result in no effect on aircraft safety 

as the proposed 48-month aircraft-weighing interval is supported by AC 120-27F, Aircraft 

Weight and Balance Control, which in some cases provides for the extension of the repetitive 

aircraft weighing interval from 36 to 48 months. In addition, the petitioner notes that a 48-month 

aircraft-weighing interval is supported by the European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA), 

which mandates a 48-month aircraft-weighing interval, and the Bermuda Overseas Territories 

Aviation Requirements (OTARs), which mandate a 5-year aircraft-weighing interval.  

 

The petitioner notes that the following aircraft would be covered by the exemption that the 

petitioner seeks: 
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N883LS, 

MSN 29142 

Model# 737-75F 

N887LS, 

MSN 29233 

Model# 737-74U 

N889LS, 

MSN 29054 

Model# 737-73T 

 

The FAA’s analysis is as follows: 

 

The FAA has considered the petitioner’s request for relief from § 125.91(b) and finds that the 

petitioner has not shown, as required by regulation, how an equivalent level of safety would be 

provided if the weighing interval for its three Boeing 737-700 (BBJ) aircraft were extended from 

the required 36-calendar month interval to 48 calendar months. Nor has petitioner shown how its 

request would be in the public interest, or why granting the exemption would not adversely affect 

safety.   

 

Accurate airplane weight and balance data is critical to safe airplane operations. Regulations for 

airplane weighing are established to ensure accurate takeoff, cruise, and landing weight and 

balance data are used throughout flight operations. Part 125 establishes a 36-month weighing 

interval that ensures continuing weight and balance accuracy throughout an airplane’s 

operational life. A 36-month weighing interval is consistent with part 121 and 135 operations.  

 

As noted, the petitioner cites AC 120-27F as justification for the FAA permitting petitioner to 

increase its airplane-weighing interval to 48 months from 36 months. While ¶ 2.1.4.1 does 

provide for an extension of the weighing period “for a particular model aircraft when pertinent 

records of actual routine weighing during the preceding period of operation show that W&B 

records accurately reflect aircraft weights and CG positions are within the cumulative limits 

specified for establishment of BEW,” a Note directly beneath this language expressly states that 

“Per § 125.91(b), no person may operate an airplane in a part 125 operation unless the current 

empty weight and CG are calculated from the values established by an actual weighing of the 

airplane within the preceding 36 calendar-months.” This Note is also repeated in ¶ 1.1.2 of AC 

120-27F.  In short, the exception discussed in ¶ 2.1.4.1 does not apply to aircraft being operated 

under Part 125. As a result, it does not support the petitioners request for an exemption. 

 

The petitioner also states there would be no effect on aircraft safety because EASA allows for a 

48-month weighing interval and Bermuda OTARs allow a 60-month weighing interval. While 

the FAA often cooperates with other Civil Aviation Authorities (CAAs) when establishing 

regulatory requirements to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of those regulations, it is up 

to each CAA to determine what standard to implement for its industry. In this case, the FAA has 

concluded that a 36-month weighing interval provides a higher level of safety than intervals 

required at 48-month or 60-month intervals.  

 

In addition, as noted, the petitioner has not stated in its petition why its request would be in the 

public interest, that is, how an increase in the weighing interval would benefit the public as a 

whole. 49 USC § 44701(f); 14 CFR § 11.81(d). The petitioner also has not established why 
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granting the exemption would not adversely affect safety or how the exemption would provide a 

level of safety at least equal to that provided by § 125.91(b).  14 CFR § 11.81(e).   

 

Although the petitioner requested that action on its petition not be delayed for publication in the 

Federal Register, the FAA found that the petition, if granted, would set a precedent. Therefore, to 

allow an opportunity for the public to comment on the petition, a summary of this petition was 

published in the Federal Register on July 9, 2020 (85 FR 41271). No comments were received. 

 

The FAA’s Decision: 

 

In consideration of the foregoing, I find that a grant of exemption would not be in the public 

interest. Therefore, pursuant to the authority contained in 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 40113, and 44701, 

delegated to me by the Administrator, the petition of Sands Aviation LLC, for an exemption 

from 14 CFR § 125.91(b) is hereby denied.  

 

Issued in Washington, D.C., on February 13, 2021.      . 

 

/s/ 

Robert C. Carty 

Deputy Executive Director, Flight Standards Service 

 

 

 


