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Docket Management Facility              3/14/2023 
US Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue  
SE West Building Ground Floor Room W12-140  
Washington, DC 20590  
 
RE: Petition for amendment to exemption no. 18614A regulatory docket no. FAA-
2018-0244  
 
Dear Sir/Madame,  
 
A & P Helicopters, Inc. (A&PH) petitions the FAA for an amendment to exemption no. 
18614A. 
 
(a) Your name and mailing address and, if you wish, other contact information such 
as a fax number, telephone number, or email address:  
A & P Helicopters, Inc.  
1778 Richvale Hwy  
PO Box 245  
Richvale, CA 95974  
 
Contact person: Jeremy Van Vliet  
jeremy@aphelicopters.com  
(209) 602-5846. 
 
(b) The specific section or sections of 14 CFR from which you seek an exemption; 
Currently exemption no. 18614A exempts A&PH from 14 CFR 91.9(a) and 133.43(a) & (b) 
for Human External Cargo (HEC) operations with company owned or leased MD 369 
Series, BHT 206B Series, BHT 407 Series, Tamarack UH-1H series, and Rotorcraft 
Development Corp. UH-1H series helicopters. 
 
A&PH seeks to expand the relief to include the BHT 212 series helicopter for the entire 
HEC system. 
 

Make Model/Series TCDS STC # 
Bell Textron 212 H4SW SR00713SE 

 
(c) The extent of relief you seek, and the reason you seek the relief:  
A&PH seeks the maximum relief possible.  A&PH is working with Onboard Systems to 
design and implement an approved HEC system for the BHT 212 that meets our 
operational needs and safety requirements.  A&PH is heavily involved in this process.  
A&PH has travelled to Oregon and Washington to meet with Onboard System’s engineers 
on the design of the system.  Also, A&PH has provided access to airframes for Onboard 
to use for testing and fitment.  A&PH understands that there is another system 
commercially available.  The BHT 212 is a new make and model for A&PH operations and 
we should be afforded the time to develop a system that works best for our operation.  We 
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will be taking delivery of our BHT 212 in early June of this year.  This process should be 
complete by the end of 2023.  Please see the letter from Onboard Systems below. 
 
Also, A&PH is working with the Helicopter Association International and the FAA to accept 
ANSI Z359 as a performance standard for harnesses. This is currently still in process. 
A&PH will continue to pursue compliant options. A&PH will use ropes that are built to 
ASME B30 standards. A&PH will also, use harnesses that are built to ANSI Z359 
standards. All connecting components will be built to either ASME B30, ANSI Z359 or 
NFPA standards.   
 
(d) The reasons why granting your request would be in the public interest; that is, 
how it would benefit the public as a whole;  
By granting this exemption, A&PH will safely continue performing Class B HEC operations 
in support of construction and maintenance of the US electric grid. The use of the 
helicopter has dramatically increased efficiency and reduced cost to electric companies 
and subsequently US citizens. Using the helicopter has proven to increase the safety of 
the men and women involved in working on the utility system. Linemen and women often 
spend much of their day climbing and descending structures that can sometimes exceed 
500 feet in height. Using the helicopter has allowed them to remove that step in their work 
procedures which reduces fatigue, exposure to incident while climbing and descending, 
and dramatically increases efficiency.  
 
(e) The reasons why granting the exemption would not adversely affect safety, or 
how the exemption would provide a level of safety at least equal to that provided by 
the rule from which you seek the exemption;   
Class B HEC has been used for many years without incident related to the failure of the 
external load attaching means, quick release device, load line or harness. A&PH has been 
conducting Class B HEC since the early 1990s without incident. Every year we safely 
conduct nearly 5,000 Class B HEC operations.  
 
(f) A summary we can publish in the FEDERAL REGISTER, stating: (1) The rule from 
which you seek the exemption; and (2) A brief description of the nature of the 
exemption you seek;  
A&PH submits that a summary need not be published in the FEDERAL REGISTER. This 
exemption will not set a precedent. Other exemptions have been granted to 14 CFR 
91.9(a) & 133.43(a) and (b). Delaying action on this exemption will affect us and our 
customers adversely. A&PH relies on Class B HEC as a primary source of income. Our 
customers have many projects that take years to plan and they cannot afford to postpone 
these projects. Also, we assist local utilities in restoring power. Class B HEC is a vital part 
in restoring power timely and safely.  
 
(g) Any additional information, views or arguments available to support your 
request; None.  
 
(h) If you want to exercise the privileges of your exemption outside the United 
States, the reason why you need to do so.  
A&PH does not wish to exercise the privileges of this exemption outside the United States. 
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Respectfully, 
 
Jeremy Van Vliet 
Vice President 
A & P Helicopters, Inc. 
(209) 602-5846 
jeremy@aphelicopters.com 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
March 15, 2023 
 
 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue 
SE West Building Ground Floor Room W12-140 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
Dual cargo hook HEC system for Bell 205-212-412 aircraft 
 
 
Dear FAA representative, 
 
Onboard Systems is currently developing a dual cargo hook human external cargo (HEC) system for Bell 205, 
212, and 412 aircraft platforms in collaboration with A & P Helicopters in Richvale, CA.  Onboard Systems has 
relied and input, data, and aircraft access from A & P Helicopters to generate a preliminary system design that 
meets their operational needs, as well as requirements in 14 CFR 91.9(a) and 133.43(a) and (b) for HEC.  
Onboard Systems plans to submit a project specific certification plan (PSCP) for this system to the FAA by the 
end of this month and field an FAA-certified system by the end of 2023. 
 
 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 

 
 
Mike Fox 
Vice President – Sales & Marketing, Onboard Systems International, LLC 
mike.fox@onboardsystems.com  
Onboard Systems International, LLC 
13915 NW 3rd Court 
Vancouver, WA 98685 USA 
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