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February 19, 2021 

 
Department of Transportation 

Office of Rule Making 

1200 New Jersey S.E. 

Washington, DC 20590 

Room W12-140 

 

Subject: Request for Extension of Exemption on 14 CFR Part 43, §43.9 (d) 

Previously requested petition for exemption, Exemption No. 18286A, Regulatory Docket No. FAA-2016-9132 

issued in Washington, DC, was granted on July 31, 2019 and expires on August 31, 2021. This letter of 

request for extension of this exemption has been revised significantly from the previous request. 

 

Northrop Grumman Corporation (NGC) owns and operates, under 14 CFR PART 91 General Operating and 

Flight Rules, several certificated “Experimental” Research and Development flight test-bed aircraft. NGC Flight 

Test has been in operation since 1951. The aircraft maintenance programs consist of F.A.A. Approved Aircraft 

Inspection Programs (AAIP) and the manufacture’s chapter 5 limitations. These aircraft are extensively 

modified to support external fixtures required for flight testing of program systems. The aircraft are used for 

Research & Development efforts to include commercial, military and government contracted programs in the 

development and testing of electronic sensor systems of various designs, to include assessment of military 

utility via airborne systems evaluation by government, contractor and commercial personnel. 

 

The company has its own flight test department which is located in Baltimore, Maryland. At this facility, NGC 

employs Test Pilots, DAR, DER’s both structural & electrical, Mechanical Engineers, Electrical Engineers, 

Aerodynamic Engineers, Flight Test Engineers (FTE’s), Inspection Department including Inspection 

Authorization personnel, additionally all Aircraft Mechanics have their FAA A&P certificates. This facility is 

neither a Fix Base of Operation (FBO), nor a repair station. Approximately 90% of the modifications to these 

aircraft are performed at this location. All major aircraft alterations that are performed by NGC have a F.A.A. 

Form 8110-3 signed by our DER staff, even though these are “Experimentally” certificated aircraft. NGC 

mechanics perform the modifications and maintenance on these aircraft. All aircraft documentation and records 

are controlled and stored in our Engineering and Inspection Departments.  

 

Since these experimental aircraft are extensively modified to a point where it would not be economically 

feasible to demodify to their original Type Certificate, they would be scrapped out when no longer required. 

Furthermore, NGC will not sell, lease, or rent any of its experimental aircraft due to the liability risk. For an 

example, in 2015, NGC scrapped a Pilatus Britten Norman aircraft, N360TL, S/N 2143, which included the 

engines and propellers, because the asset was no longer required for service.  



 

As of 2021, Northrop Grumman Mission Systems has scrapped BAC 1-11 N162W, S/N 87, BAC 1-11 N164W, 

S/N 90, donated Sabreliner N160W, S/N 282-101 to an educational institution, and donated Sabreliner N168W, 

S/N 282-101 to our own Northrop Grumman Museum.  These aforementioned aircraft should be removed from 

Exemption No. 18286A. 

 

Accordingly, NGC is requesting an exemption from 14 CFR Part 43, §43.9(d) - Content, form, and disposition 

of maintenance, preventive maintenance, rebuilding, and alterations records (except inspections performed in 

accordance with Part 91, Part 125, §135.411(a), (1) and 135.419 of this chapter).  

14 CFR 43.1(b), (1), states “This part does not apply to --- (1) any aircraft for which the FAA has issued 

an experimental certificate unless the FAA has previously issued a different kind of airworthiness certificate 

for that aircraft’  

Some of these aircraft had previously held a standard airworthiness certificate issued to them making this FAR 

43 applicable. 

 

Reasoning for this request  

1.) The aircraft are all certificated “Experimental” Research and Development  

2.) Extent of relief seeking - execution of FAA form 337, in lieu of form 8110-3 for an indefinite period of 

time.  

3.) All major alterations performed by NGC have FAA Forms 8110-3 “Statement of Compliance with 

Airworthiness Standards” for each alteration package and contains the inspection for continuous 

airworthiness.  

4.) All aircraft documents pertaining to these major alterations as required consist of, Structural 

Substantiation Reports, Sketches, Drawings, Electrical Load Analysis, Electrical Wiring Diagrams, 

Weight & Balance, and Safety of Flight Reports, all are on file in a controlled environment (Inspection, 

Configuration Control Management, and/or Engineering Departments). All maintenance, modifications, 

alterations, repairs, are recorded in the aircraft logbook as required.  

5.) These aircraft will “never” leave NGC ownership and will be scrapped when no longer required due to 

liability reasons, Exception - aircraft donated to a museum or educational institutions only if the aircraft 

will never fly again. 

6.) Granting this request would be in the public interest as a whole, where it would provide more efficient 

use of Government and Corporate resources. 

7.) Granting this exemption would not adversely compromise safety due to the fact that “all” FAA 

regulations, policies and procedures will be conformed to as required, with the exception of executing 

the FAA form 337.  

8.) There are no requirements to exercise this exemption outside the United States. 

 

Aircraft to be covered by this letter of exemption are all aircraft certificated “Experimental” and owned by 

Northrop Grumman Systems Corporation and based at Northrop Grumman Mission Systems, Baltimore, 

Maryland. 

Your consideration in this matter is Greatly Appreciated.  

Regards, 

Randall A. Reynolds 

Chief of Aircraft Airworthiness 

Randall.Reynolds@ngc.com 

P: 240 285 4515 

 


