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Dear Madam or Sir: 

 
Pursuant to Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) Part 11, General Electric Company (GE) 
respectfully petitions the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for an extension of exemption number 
16697 that was issued on May 23, 2016.  That exemption is currently set to terminate on May 31, 2021.   
As described further below, the basis for that exemption remains unchanged. 

At FAA request, GE is resubmitting  its extension request for Exemption No. 16697 (originally submitted 
Jan, 31 2021) to remove the expansion part of the request. The expansion request will be submitted as a 
separate request. 

Summary and background 

As provided in the original GE petition for the granted exemption, GE was compelled to request relief by 
the need to supply replacement articles and engines to the operating fleet of restricted category aircraft 
fitted with GE T700 series engines.  Although that fleet of aircraft are type certificated,1 the military T700 
engines installed in those aircraft are not, and the engines and their component parts are therefore 
ineligible for manufacture and certification under the FAA production certificate held by GE.2  The existing 
exemption directly addressed the unintended regulatory position of GE not being able to support the fleet 
of restricted category aircraft despite GE originally manufacturing the engines included in the restricted 
category aircraft type certificates. 

The restricted category aircraft at issue are used in performing firefighting, agricultural, and other service 
roles.  Granting an extension of this petition furthers that public interest by ensuring the continued 

 
1 The aircraft at issue are type certificated as restricted category aircraft. 
2 The scope of a production certificate is defined in a production limitation record listing the type certificate numbers 

and models of products authorized for manufacture.  The T700 engine is not a type certificated product. 
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availability of new replacement parts and engines for continued safe operation during those service 
missions.   

The original GE petition had focused on aircraft that were previously operated by the US Army.  That 
remains true, and it is also worth noting that the US Army’s UH-60 aircraft sale program, also known as 
the Black Hawk Exchange and Sales Transaction (BEST) program, has already sold more than one-
hundred fifty (150) UH-60 variant aircraft to the domestic civil market, with plans to sell a total of nearly 
seven-hundred (700) aircraft over the next few years.  Assuming many of the BEST program aircraft may 
receive restricted category type certificates from the FAA, the need for a compliant path to provide new 
replacement parts and engines under the current FAA exemption remains substantial.   

To facilitate FAA review, elements required by 14 CFR § 11.81 are repeated below in bold underline, 
followed by our response in plain text. 
 

Name, mailing address, and contact information 

Amy Dow 

GE Aviation 

1000 Western Ave, Lynn, MA 01910 

General Electric Company  

T 781 594 5436 

Amy.dow@ge.com 

 

Specific sections of 14 CFR from which GE seeks an exemption 

GE seeks continued relief from the regulatory requirements in 14 CFR §§ 21.6 and 21.9 to allow 
manufacture of new T700 replacement parts and engines that will be installed on FAA type certificated 
aircraft in the restricted category. 
 

Extent of relief sought and reason for seeking relief 

Continued relief is sought to ensure the availability of new replacement parts and engines for restricted 
category aircraft that operate in substantial part to serve the public interest through firefighting, 
agricultural, and other service roles.  Specifically, those restricted category aircraft fitted with GE T700 
engine models as described in this petition. 

GE is unable to add T700 engine models to the scope of its FAA production certificate as the T700 is not 
an FAA type certificated engine.  Continued relief from 14 CFR §21.9, will enable GE to support the 
operating fleet of restricted category aircraft with new replacement parts manufactured to meet military 
requirements under its existing production quality system.  Similarly, continued relief from § 21.6 will 
enable GE to support that operating fleet with new engines manufactured to meet military requirements 
under its existing production quality system. 

 

Reasons why granting this request is in the public interest 

To our knowledge, most if not all of the aircraft at issue fly missions under U.S. State and Federal 
Government contracts.  Operations under those contracts include lifesaving firefighting activities, policing 
actions, and placement of power lines in remote locations, among other service roles.  Granting this 

mailto:Amy.dow@ge.com
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request serves the public interest by ensuring the continued safe operation of these aircraft in those 
critical roles. 

 

Reasons why granting the exemption extension would not adversely affect safety  

Granting this exemption serves both public and safety interests.  As previously stated, relief is sought to 
enable the continued provisioning of new replacement parts and engines manufactured to meet military 
requirements under the GE production quality system used for original engine manufacture.  This 
exemption is needed to compliantly ensure the operational safety of the restricted category aircraft fleet 
at issue. 

GE is the original manufacturer of the subject engines, which have accumulated well over one hundred 
(100) million operating hours worldwide.  As the manufacturer, GE closely monitors in-service engines to 
identify opportunities for improvement, and to implement improvements.  Granting this exemption 
extension affords operators continued access to the most modern standards and engine technology. 
 

Good cause exists for not delaying action on this petition 

As provided in 14 CFR § 11.87, GE respectfully presents that granting this petition will not set a precedent 
as the relief requested is identical to the exemption granted previously.  As the current exemption will 
terminate in May, delaying action on this petition will adversely affect our ability to provide new 
replacement parts and engines required for aircraft performing critical missions that greatly benefit 
public interests.  This petition is being filed in a timely manner. 

 

Appendix A  

Additional Supporting information supplied in response to FAA questions surrounding GE’s Petition to 
extend Exemption No. 16697 is contained in the attached Appendix A. 

 

Please contact me if you have any questions or require additional information. 

 

 

Very Respectfully, 

 

 

Amy Dow 

GE Aviation, Airworthiness and Certification, Senior Technical Leader 
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Appendix A 

Additional Supporting information supplied in response to FAA questions 
surrounding extending GE’s Exemption No. 16697: 

 
The contact information on your petition lists the company that you represent to be GE Aviation; 

however, in the body of the petition, you note that you are petitioning on behalf of GE.  Are GE 

and GE Aviation the same company?   

The corporate parent is General Electric Company, and that company name is identified as the holder of 

the company’s FAA Type and Production Certificates. The company does business as GE Aviation, its 

aviation division, which is also listed on FAA type certificates held by the company 

 
How was the manufacturing of these engines and components previously handled prior to the 

issuance of the current exemption? 

Prior to the initial exemption, there was no demand for parts or engines. We assume that what little 
supply was required for line maintenance of the very limited fleet of aircraft was provided through parts 
and engines surplused by the US Military. Many more surplus Military Aircraft are now in operation and 
demand is expected to grow.  We anticipate those additional operators will require direct GE support for 
new parts and engines. 

 
Please provide the FAA with the equivalent quality system, procedures and processes used under 

the current exemption. 

GE manufactures both military and commercial engines and component parts under one production 
quality system. That production quality system is approved by the FAA (14 CFR §§ 21.137 and 21.138) 
as part of the FAA production certificate held by GE (PC #108).  That single production quality system is 
used to manufacture and certify the T700 engines subject to the FAA exemption. 

 
What assurances are in place to prevent engines/articles currently being produced under the 

current exemption, from being installed on other than restricted category aircraft?  

GE is unaware of any application other than aircraft with Restricted Category Type Certificates (issued 

under §21.25) that are powered by GE T700 military engines.  

 

Evidence of all GE Engine Models & Articles manufactured under the Exemption, and identify all 

aircraft (by TC Serial Number) for which they were produced /installed. 

GE can provide a quick estimated summary of the parts and engines but would need considerable 

additional time in order to pull up specific part/engine orders and align with the individual 

operator/aircraft. 

At present, the T700 project focal estimates that GE has delivered approximately 20 new-built T700-

701D engines, several replacement hot section and compressor Life Limited Parts (LLPs), and Line 

Replaceable Units (LRU’s) to the Restricted Category Fleet. The LRUs include hydro-mechanical units 

(HMUs), Engine Digital Electronic Control Units (EDECUs) for multiple customers.  

 



 

 

U.S. Department of Transportation  

Docket Operations 

May 3, 2021 

 

 

  

Page 5 

 

 

 

Evidence showing how GE has been Part Marking the Products & Articles Manufactured under the 
Current Exemption.  

The products manufactured under the current exemption are marked no differently than parts and 

articles that are made for the military or commercial operators for the same parts.3 GE follows the 

same practices for part marking in accordance with approved design data regardless of application. 

 

A Description /Evidence of how GE identifies (or has identified) & handles the Disposition of 
Life-Limited Aircraft Parts for those engines & articles that have been Manufactured for the 
Military, and that are being manufactured under the Current Exemption. Please include the 
Method(s) used to maintain a Record of the affected part numbers, serial numbers, their life 
status, and requirements used to ensure that Life-Limited Parts removed from one Engine are 
Controlled, i.e. segregated and prevented from being Installed on another Engine, and how they 
are; marked, mutilated (if necessary), and regarding the transfer of any Life-Limited Parts.  

The exemption is limited to the supply of new engines and component parts. Maintenance of those 
engines and component parts after they have entered service is beyond the scope of the exemption. It 
is the operator’s responsibility to track their engine operation and life limited part usage cycles. Those 
operators (or their designated maintenance providers) are responsible for ensuring FAA maintenance 
requirements are satisfied including proper control of life limited parts. 

 
Condition and Limitation # 5 of GE’s Exemption No. 16697 state: “GE must report failures, 

malfunctions, and defects for the engines and engine parts produced under this exemption in 

accordance with § 21.3.  Has GE had any reporting to the FAA during this initial exemption?   

If so, can you provide the reporting documents?  

A detailed process exists for determinations of required FMD reporting and GE uses that same process 

for FMDs filed under the exemption.  In other words, the same criteria applied by GE for its FAA type 

certificated products is followed for the T700 engines covered by the initial and any extended FAA 

exemption. Reporting to the FAA is within 24 hours of being alerted to the possibility of an engine-

related event.  For Restricted Category fleet reporting, an Email notification goes to the FAA Boston 

ACOB, Restricted Category Fleet focal, Michael Davison (and includes ACOB COS Focal, Mr. Gustafson). 

Notification of events involving aircraft that did not receive FAA restricted category type certificates 

operating in the Public Use sector and not supplied with new spare parts or engines under exemption 

16697 have been included as well for courtesy notification to FAA although these are not reportable per 

the criteria of the exemption. 

During the current exemption two FMD reports were submitted to the FAA Boston ACO Restricted 

Category Point of Contact, Michael Davison via email. Only one was reportable per the criteria of the 

exemption. GE has taken the stance of reporting “courtesy” events beyond what is required per the 

exemption to capture events that have occurred on similar a/c with GE engines of the same/similar 

model and configuration to those listed in the exemption for awareness. 

 

 
3 T700 part numbers that are common to the type design of the CT7 engine are manufactured and certified under the 

FAA production certificate held by GE (PC #108); T700-unique part numbers and T700 engines are not within the scope 

of PC #108 as the non-type certificated T700 cannot be added to the production limitation record for PC #108 under 14 

CFR § 21.142. 
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FAA summary of GE reported FM&D “T700RE-TS-2020-002” June 2, 2020: 

GE reported (FM&D T700RE-TS-2020-002, June 2, 2020) with the following info: 54 quality escapes 

related to Stage 3 Nozzles and missing honeycomb seals. The Stage 3 nozzle seals are serialized. 

GE indicated that 15 Commercial T701D engines (manufactured under the exemption) may have 

been affected. GE’s ALL Operators Wire No. T700-AOW-2020-004, dated June 5, 2020, identified 

numerous other engine configurations also affected by this quality escape, not currently being 

produced under the exemption.  

Please identify the 15 Commercial T701D engines that may have a suspect Stage 3 Nozzle. Please 
also identify any spare assemblies affected/recalled related to this report. 

To date, no non-conforming seal has been identified in the Restricted Category engines. All 15 initially 

listed engines were cleared. When the email notification was sent in June 2020, the author had utilized 

the term “Commercial” broadly in an effort to initially identify any engine that was outside active US 

Military operation and alert the FAA to the military part numbers and notify the FAA of an issue that 

could potentially affect the T700 engines within the Restricted Category fleet. Upon closer review, the 

list contained some foreign military engines (outside of the exemption) and a number of engines sent to 

Sikorsky to support their production certificate (13 on the list) that were also outside the scope of the 

FAA exemption. After reconciling the initial list of engines, only one T700-701D engine from the 

Restricted Category Exemption fleet was identified, and that engine was subsequently cleared. All 

engines have been cleared from the suspect list so there is nothing further to report. From the initial 

identified list of total suspect assemblies (36 that were not fully cleared initially), no non-conforming 

seal has been identified as being shipped to the Restricted Category operators. Spares that are in the 

active Military (foreign and US) possession are being tracked to closure/clearance/removal from the list 

(and only 3 remain uncleared in that fleet). 

 
GE Please provide evidence to substantiate GE’s claim for the overall accumulation of 90 / 100M 
operating hours, including a breakdown by each engine model. 
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GE has been utilizing and continuing to build on a general summation of operating experience for 

military, commercial, fixed wing and rotorcraft engines that all draw from a common baseline design 

that emerged in the seventies. This general total number of accumulated fleet hours GE has shared and 

included in many outward facing charts.  The chart shown above was last updated in 2009 but is still 

used to extrapolate and estimate the current cumulative experience which is now estimated to be over 

100 Million Hours. Other than this general estimation and roll up, each group supporting their fleet and 

engine models keep their own specific accounting of engine hours. It would not be an easy task to get a 

specific breakdown of this for each engine model. A recent accumulation of general hours on the 

military engine models utilized by the Restricted Category Fleet is below. These totals do not likely 

include the Restricted Category fleet in the roll up. 

                T700-700      =   10 Million flight hours, 

               T700-701C   =   8 Million flight hours, 

                T700-701CC/D  =   10 Million flight hours. 


