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AFS-21-00364-E 

May 3, 2021 
 
                                               Exemption No. 13995C 
                                               Regulatory Docket No. FAA-2014-1111 
 
Mr. Jose Jaramillo 
Chief Pilot 
Chevron Aircraft Operations 
96 Runway Road 
Picayune, MS  39466 
 
Dear Mr. Jaramillo:  
 
This letter is to inform you that the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has granted your 
petition to extend Exemption No. 13995B.  This letter transmits the FAA’s decision, explains the 
FAA’s basis, and provides the conditions and limitations of the exemption, including the date the 
exemption ends.  
 
The Basis for the FAA’s Decision 
 
By letter dated April 14, 2021, you petitioned the FAA on behalf of Chevron Aircraft Operations 
(Chevron) for an extension of Exemption No. 13995B.  That exemption from § 91.9(a) of 
Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) allows Chevron to take off and land 
AgustaWestland 139 (AW139) helicopters on helidecks smaller than the minimum demonstrated 
helideck size specified in the limitations section of the AW139 Rotorcraft Flight Manual. 
 
In your petition, you indicate that there has been no change in the conditions and reasons relative 
to public interest and safety that were the basis for granting the original exemption. 
 
The FAA’s Decision 
 
The FAA has determined that good cause exists for not publishing a summary of the petition in 
the Federal Register. The FAA has determined that good cause exists because the requested 
extension of the exemption would not set a precedent and any delay in acting on this petition 
would be detrimental to Chevron. 
 
The FAA has determined that the justification for the issuance of Exemption No. 13995B 
remains valid with respect to this exemption and is in the public interest.  Therefore, under the 
authority provided by 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 40113, 44701, and 44807, which the FAA Administrator 
has delegated to me, I hereby grant Chevron Aircraft Operations an exemption from § 91.9(a) of 
Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR)  to the extent necessary to allow Chevron to take 
off and land AgustaWestland 139 (AW139) helicopters on helidecks smaller than the minimum 
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demonstrated helideck size specified in the limitations section of the AW139 Rotorcraft Flight 
Manual (RFM), subject to the following conditions and limitations. 
 
Conditions and Limitations 

 
1. This exemption is limited to operations conducted in Chevron’s AW139 helicopters. 

 
2. This exemption is limited to a minimum helideck or helipad size of 35 feet by 35 feet 

or 35 foot diameter for all AW139 landings and takeoffs on offshore helidecks. 
 

3. This exemption is limited to operations conducted between land-based airports 
and offshore heliports, or operations conducted between two offshore heliports. 

 
4. This exemption is not valid for operations in foreign airspace without the prior 

authorization of the Civil Aviation Authority with jurisdiction over that 
airspace. 

 
5. Occupants of flights conducted under this exemption must wear personal flotation 

equipment whenever the aircraft is over water and the aircraft must be equipped 
with floats, accessible rafts, and a 406 MHz beacon. 

 
6. Chevron must make available and provide access, upon request by the FAA, to its 

engine reliability historical data for the AW139 in its fleet in order to provide on-going 
surveillance of engine reliability. 

 
7. Operations will not be conducted unless the current aircraft weight, altitude and 

temperature, as provided in the AW139 Rotorcraft Flight Manual, ensure the ability 
to climb 150 feet per minute at 1,000 feet above the takeoff surface with one engine 
inoperative and the remaining engine at maximum continuous one engine 
inoperative (OEI) power. 

 
8. Chevron must comply with, in addition to other routine preflight computations, the 

procedures cited in the AW139 Rotorcraft Flight Manual, part 2, Section IX 
Supplemental Performance Information and Supplement 12 CAT A Operations part E 
and I contained in the paragraphs titled "Offshore Helideck Take-Off and Landing 
Procedures", Supplement 12, part A contained in the paragraphs titled "Ground Level 
and Elevated Heliport/Helideck Vertical Take-Off Procedures,” and Supplement 50 
Increased Gross Weight 6800kg. 

 
The calculations in this pre-flight planning process must indicate for each takeoff and 
landing to be performed at an offshore elevated helideck, that the helicopter is able 
to perform the following: 

 
a. Below the takeoff decision point, suffer the loss of power from the critical 

engine and execute a rejected takeoff resulting in a safe OEI controlled descent 
and landing on the takeoff surface below, 
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b. At or above the takeoff decision point, accept an exposure of 9 seconds or 

less to a deck edge strike or an unscheduled landing or ditching with the 
critical engine inoperative or perform a successful OEI departure, 

 
c. During the final approach phase of flight prior to reaching the landing 

decision point, suffer a loss of power from the critical engine and reject the 
landing, and accepting an exposure of 9 seconds or less to an unscheduled 
ditching or landing with one engine inoperative, or perform a successful OEI 
go around, or; 

 
d. During the final approach phase of flight at or beyond the landing decision point, 

to execute a safe OEI descent and landing on the helideck surface. 
 

9. Chevron will operate in accordance with the profiles and procedures of the 
accepted Chevron Standardization Manual Volume II, AW139— 

 
a) Onshore departures will operate CAT A profiles and procedures 
b) Offshore departures will operate CAT A profiles and procedures 
c) Offshore take-off decision point (TDP) is 20 feet above the helideck with a rotate 

point (RP) of 30 feet (This height will maintain helideck in view until reaching 
TDP) 

d) Onshore landings will operate CAT A profiles and procedures 
e) Offshore landing decision point (LDP) is 50 feet ALS, 15 knots ground speed (GS), 

and 45 feet from center of helideck. (This position allows the crew to fly away or 
land OEI and have a continuous view of the helideck starting 50 feet ALS.) 

 
           All flight crews will evaluate helicopter performance, payload, temperature, pressure       

              altitude and winds before every flight and then fly disciplined CAT A takeoff and          
              landing profiles that minimize the potential consequences of engine failure. 

 
10. Operations under the provisions of this exemption must be flown by two pilot crews 

that are qualified and current in the operation of the AW139. 
 

11. Chevron’s approved training program must include provisions for training of 
appropriate crews on the profiles associated with a Performance Class 2 with limited 
exposure takeoff and arrival, including performance planning. Chevron must document 
the conduct and completion of that training for appropriate flight crewmembers. 

12. Proficiency in the use of the profiles described in Condition No. 9 must be 
demonstrated satisfactorily during recurrent evaluations required by Sections 135.293 
and 135.299. 

 
13. Chevron will utilize a Level C or D flight simulator for the AW-139 as part of its 

FAA- approved training program to train to proficiency the takeoff and landing 
profiles described above. 
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14. Chevron must establish parameters for takeoff and arrival at helidecks for its flight 

data monitoring program, and provide ongoing surveillance of those operations, 
adjusting training or procedures accordingly to continue to meet the above 
requirements. 

 
15. Chevron must advise all AW139 flight crewmembers of the provisions of this exemption, 

and document that notification. 
 

16. A copy of this exemption must be carried onboard each AW139 utilizing this exemption. 
 
 
The Effect of the FAA’s Decision 
 
The FAA’s decision amends Exemption No. 13995B to 13995C and extends the termination date 
to October 31, 2023, unless sooner superseded or rescinded.   
 
To request an extension to this exemption, please submit your request by using the Regulatory 
Docket No. FAA-2014-1111 (http://www.regulations.gov). In addition, you should submit your 
request no later than 120 days prior to the exemption’s expiration date listed below. 
 
To request an amendment to this exemption, please submit your request no later than 120 days 
prior to the date you need the amendment using the process indicated above.   
 
Any extension or amendment request must meet the requirements of § 11.81 of 14 CFR. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/  
Robert C. Carty 
Deputy Executive Director, Flight Standards Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.regulations.gov/
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