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August 30, 2021 
                                              Exemption No. 18892 
                                             Regulatory Docket No. FAA-2002-11395 
 
 
Mr. James Kregiel  
SkillsUSA VICA 
14001 SkillsUSA Way 
Leesburg, VA  20176 
 
Dear Mr. Kregiel: 
 
This letter is to inform you that the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has granted your 
request for exemption.  This letter transmits the FAA’s decision, explains the FAA’s basis, and 
provides the conditions and limitations of the exemption, including the date it ends. 
 
The Basis for the FAA’s Decision 
 
By the petition posted to the docket dated June 24, 2021, you petitioned the FAA on behalf of 
SkillsUSA VICA (SkillsUSA) for an exemption from § 147.21 of Title 14, Code of Federal 
Regulations (14 CFR) to the extent necessary to allow SkillsUSA authorized faculty members of 
Aviation Maintenance Technician Schools to determine if their students’ time dedicated to 
preparing for and participating in the SkillsUSA Championships (up to 60 hours per student per 
year) may be considered creditable to satisfy the requirements of § 147.21. 
 
Although you requested an extension of Exemption No.18250 (copy enclosed), that exemption 
expired on May 31, 2021.  Therefore, the FAA is issuing SkillsUSA VICA a new exemption. 
 
The FAA has issued grants of exemption in circumstances similar in all material respects to 
those presented in your petition.  In Grant of Exemption No. 7772 (copy enclosed), the FAA 
found that student time dedicated to preparing for and participating in the SkillsUSA 
Competition may be considered creditable to satisfy the requirements of § 147.21. 
 
 
Having reviewed your reasons for requesting an exemption, I find that: 
 
• They are similar in all material respects to relief previously requested in the enclosed Grant 

of Exemption No. 7772; 
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• The reasons stated by the FAA for granting the enclosed Grant of Exemption No. 7772 also 
apply to the situation you present; and  
 

• A grant of exemption is in the public interest. 
 
The FAA’s Decision 
 
The FAA has determined that good cause exists for not publishing a summary of the petition in 
the Federal Register. The FAA has determined that good cause exists because the requested 
exemption would not set a precedent and any delay in acting on this petition would be 
detrimental to SkillsUSA. 
 
Under the authority contained in 49 U.S.C. §§ 106(f), 40113, 44701, and 44807, which the FAA 
Administrator has delegated to me, I hereby grant SkillsUSA VICA an exemption from 
14 CFR § 147.21 to the extent necessary to allow authorized faculty members of those schools 
whose students participate in the SkillsUSA Championships, to determine if the student time 
dedicated to preparing for and participating in the SkillsUSA Championships (up to 60 hours per 
student per year) satisfies the requirements of § 147.21, subject to the following conditions and 
limitations. 
 
 
Conditions and Limitations  
 

1. This exemption is valid only for substitution of the curriculum requirements of § 147.21 
for the purpose of student participation in the state and national SkillsUSA 
Championship. 
 

2. Only authorized faculty members of schools whose students participate in the state and 
national SkillsUSA Championship may determine if student time dedicated to 
preparing for and participating in the SkillsUSA Championship, may be considered 
creditable to satisfy the requirement of § 147.21. 
 

3. Creditable time is limited to a maximum of 60 hours per student per year. 
 
 

Failure to comply with any of the above conditions and limitations may result in the immediate 
suspension or rescission of this exemption. 
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The Effect of the FAA’s Decision 
 
This exemption terminates on August 31, 2023, unless sooner superseded or rescinded. 
 
To request an extension to this exemption, please submit your request by using the Regulatory 
Docket No.FAA-2002-11395 (http://www.regulations.gov).  In addition, you should submit your 
request no later than 120 days prior to the exemption’s expiration listed above, or the date you 
need the amendment, respectively. 
 
Any extension or amendment request must meet the requirements of 14 CFR § 11.81  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
/s/  
Robert C. Carty 
Deputy Executive Director, Flight Standards Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enclosures 



 

  
  
  

Aviation Safety 800 Independence Ave 
Washington, DC  20591 
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June 7, 2019 
 
                                               Exemption No. 18250 
                                            Regulatory Docket No. FAA-2002-11395 
 
Mr. James Kregiel 
SkillsUSA 
14001 SkillsUSA Way 
Leesburg, VA  20176 
 
Dear Mr. Kregiel: 
 
This letter is to inform you that we have granted your request for exemption. It transmits our 
decision, explains its basis, and gives you the conditions and limitations of the exemption, 
including the date it ends. 
 
The Basis for Our Decision 
 
By letter dated April 18, 2019, you petitioned the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) on 
behalf of SkillsUSA for an exemption from § 147.21 of Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations 
(14 CFR) to the extent necessary to allow authorized faculty members of Aviation 
Maintenance Technician Schools to determine if their students’ time dedicated to preparing 
for and participating in the SkillsUSA Championships (up to 60 hours per student per year) 
may be considered creditable to satisfy the requirements of  § 147.21. 
 
Although you requested an extension of Exemption No.7772, as amended (copy enclosed), 
that exemption expired on May 31, 2018. Therefore, we are issuing SkillsUSA a new 
exemption. 
 
The FAA has issued grants of exemption in circumstances similar in all material respects to 
those presented in your petition. In Grant of Exemption No. 7772, the FAA found that student 
time dedicated to preparing for and participating in the SkillsUSA Competition may be 
considered creditable to satisfy the requirements of § 147.21. 
 
Having reviewed your reasons for requesting an exemption, I find that— 
 
• They are similar in all material respects to relief previously requested in the enclosed 

Grant of Exemption No. 7772; 
 

• The reasons stated by the FAA for granting the enclosed Grant of Exemption No. 7772 
also apply to the situation you present; and  
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• A grant of exemption is in the public interest. 
 
Our Decision 
 
The FAA has determined that good cause exists for not publishing a summary of the petition 
in the Federal Register because the requested exemption would not set a precedent, and any 
delay in acting on this petition would be detrimental to SkillsUSA. 
 
Under the authority contained in 49 U.S.C. § 106(f), 40113, and 44701, which the FAA 
Administrator has delegated to me, I hereby grant SkillsUSA an exemption from 
14 CFR § 147.21 to the extent necessary to allow authorized faculty members of those 
schools whose students participate in the SkillsUSA Championships, to determine if the 
student time dedicated to preparing for and participating in the SkillsUSA Championships (up 
to 60 hours per student per year) satisfies the requirements of § 147.21, subject to the 
conditions and limitations described below. 
 
Conditions and Limitations  
 

1. This exemption is valid only for substitution of the curriculum requirements of 
§ 147.21 for the purpose of student participation in the state and national SkillsUSA 
Championship. 
 

2. Only authorized faculty members of schools whose students participate in the state 
and national SkillsUSA Championship may determine if student time dedicated to 
preparing for and participating in the SkillsUSA Championship, may be considered 
creditable to satisfy the requirement of § 147.21. 
 

3. Creditable time is limited to a maximum of 60 hours per student per year. 
 

The Effect of Our Decision 
 
This exemption terminates on May 31, 2021, unless sooner superseded or rescinded. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ 
Robert C. Carty 
Deputy Executive Director, Flight Standards Service 
 
Enclosure 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
May 20, 2002 
 
                                                                 Exemption No. 7772 
                                                                 Regulatory Docket No. FAA–2002–11395 
 
 
Ms. Ada Kranenberg 
Director, SkillsUSA Championships 
SkillsUSA–VICA 
P.O. Box 3000 
Leesburg, VA  20177–0300 
 
Dear Ms. Kranenberg: 
 
By undated letter and supplemental information dated January 23, 2002, you petitioned 
the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) on behalf of SkillsUSA–VICA (SkillsUSA), 
formerly the Vocational Industrial Clubs of America, Inc. (VICA), for an extension of 
Exemption No. 5297, as amended.  That exemption expired on April 30, 1998; therefore, 
your request is being processed as a new petition for exemption.  This exemption from 
§ 147.21 of Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR), if granted, would permit 
aviation maintenance technician schools whose students participate in the SkillsUSA 
Championships, formerly known as the U.S. Skill Olympics, to allow authorized faculty 
members of those schools to determine if the student time dedicated to preparing for and 
participating in the SkillsUSA Championships, up to 60 hours per student per year, may be 
considered creditable to satisfy the requirements of § 147.21. 
 
In Grant of Exemption No. 5297, as amended (copy enclosed), issued to VICA, the FAA 
stated that a grant of exemption would increase public awareness of the knowledge, skills, 
and abilities required of the certificated aviation maintenance technician.  The FAA noted 
that it endorses any activity that publicizes the professionalism and competence of those 
persons responsible for aviation safety.  The FAA determined that allowing authorized 
faculty members of the individual schools to determine if the time students devoted to the 
U.S. Skill Olympics is creditable toward satisfying the requirements of § 147.21 is an 
acceptable method of ensuring the intent of this section is complied with. 
 
AFS–02–270–E 
Having reviewed your reasons for requesting an exemption, I find that they do not differ 
materially from those presented by VICA in its original petition for exemption.  In addition, 
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I have determined that the reasons stated by the FAA for granting the original exemption 
and later amendments also apply to the situation you currently present. 
 
In consideration of the foregoing, I find that a grant of exemption is in the public interest.  
Therefore, pursuant to the authority contained in 49 U.S.C. §§ 40113 and 44701, delegated to 
me by the Administrator, SkillsUSA–VICA is granted an exemption from 14 CFR § 147.21 
to the extent necessary to permit authorized faculty members of aviation maintenance 
technician schools to determine if student time dedicated to preparing for and participating in 
the SkillsUSA Championships may be considered creditable to satisfy the requirements of 
§ 147.21, subject to the following conditions and limitations: 
 

1. This exemption is valid only for substitution of the curriculum requirements of 
§ 147.21 for the purpose of student participation in the state and national 
SkillsUSA Championships. 

 
2. Only authorized faculty members of schools whose students participate in the 

state and national SkillsUSA Championships may determine if student time 
dedicated to preparing for and participating in the SkillsUSA Championships, 
may be considered creditable to satisfy the requirements of § 147.21 

 
3. Creditable time is limited to a maximum of 60 hours per student per year. 
 

This exemption terminates on, May 31, 2004,unless sooner superseded or rescinded. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/S/ Louis C. Cusimano 
Acting Director, Flight Standards 
    Service 
 
Enclosure 
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AFS–02–270–E (Docket No.  FAA-2002-11395)           Exemption No. 7772, 05/20/2002 
 
 
MS ADA KRANENBERG 
DIRECTOR SKILLSUSA CHAMPIONSHIPS 
SKILLSUSA–VICA 
PO BOX 3000 
LEESBURG VA  20177–0300 
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