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March 17, 2023 

 

 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

ATTN: Docket Management Facility 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE, West Building Ground Floor, Room W12-140 

Washington, DC 20590-0001 

 

 

The City of San José appreciates the opportunity to comment on the draft Equitable 

Transportation Community Explorer (ETCE) and index methodology. San José has adopted 

policies, principles and practices to identify communities that experience transportation 

inequities and rectify those inequities programmatically. Therefore, the City strongly supports 

the federal administration’s Justice40 initiative and affirm our City’s alignment with the 

initiative’s intent “to confront and address decades of underinvestment in disadvantaged 

communities.” The following comments are provided by the City for the administration’s 

consideration: 

 

User Interface is robust but should allow for multilingual access and easy data sharing 

 

The City of San José is pleased to see that the mapping tool is robust with available metrics on 

one streamlined dashboard. The ability to quickly narrow and search by State, County and MPO 

is a great amenity and USDOT should in the future consider allowing for a search by city feature 

as well. As this is a public facing tool, USDOT should ensure that the tool can be accessed in 

multiple languages. Furthermore, there should be an ability to easily share specific refined data 

on the tool either by screen capture or URL. 

 

San José’s disadvantaged communities are significantly underrepresented  

 

The City of San José agrees that the currently identified communities are considered 

disadvantaged. However, the tool dramatically contrasts to the current Historically 

Disadvantaged Communities (HDC) tool in which San José’s disadvantaged communities are 

significantly underrepresented in the ETCE. The tool also has substantial differences from the 

Justice40 tool1. For example, areas that have and continue to have transportation inequities such 

as East Side San José should be considered as “disadvantaged communities”, but yet many of 

their census tracts are not identified as disadvantaged. Therefore, we strongly urge that USDOT 

reevaluate and ensure San José’s disadvantage communities are included and represented. The 

ETCE should also integrate data and mapping provided by the Metropolitan Transportation 

Commission’s (MTC) Equity Priority Communities (EPC) map2. Below is a chart comparing the 

stark differences between the HDC and ETCE maps. 

 
1 https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/#14.49/37.31922/-121.88128  
2 https://mtc.ca.gov/planning/transportation/access-equity-mobility/equity-priority-communities  

https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/#14.49/37.31922/-121.88128
https://mtc.ca.gov/planning/transportation/access-equity-mobility/equity-priority-communities
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The following additional key indicator should be amended: 

 

“Transportation Access - Communities with higher scores may experience longer commute times 

and difficulty traveling where they want to go via cars, walking, and transit.” 

 

There should be inclusion of other active transportation such as bicycling or micromobility. In 

San José, we define transportation access not simply by “cars, walking, and transit” but through 

an inclusive access and mobility lens that includes multi modalities. 

 

 

 

 

Current HDC Tool (San José)  Draft ETCE Tool (San José)  

  
Justice40 Tool (San José)  
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In closing, San José as the Capital of Silicon Valley is a strong proponent of innovation and open 

data and looks forward to seeing the potential of the ETCE. We appreciate the opportunity to 

provide comment. 

 

For any questions, please reach out to Jessica Zenk, Deputy Director of Planning and Project 

Delivery at jessica.zenk@sanjoseca.gov. Thank you. 

 

mailto:jessica.zenk@sanjoseca.gov

