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APPLICATION OF TOPFLIGHT AERO-SERVICES LTD. 

FOR AN EXEMPTION 
 
 

Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 40109(c), TopFlight Aero-Services Ltd. (“TopFlight”), a 

flag carrier of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas, respectfully requests an 

exemption from the provisions of 49 U.S.C. § 41301 to the extent necessary to permit 

it to engage in charter foreign air transportation of property and mail between a point 

or points in the Bahamas and a point or points in the United States, and other 

charters subject to Part 212 of the Department's Economic Regulations, using small 

aircraft as defined in 14 C.F.R. § 298.2.  So that TopFlight may begin the proposed 

services, it requests that the Department grant the requested authority expeditiously 

and for an initial period of two years.   

In support of this application, TopFlight provides the information required by 

14 C.F.R. § 211.20 in the Exhibits attached to this application and states as follows: 
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(f) Ownership or control of other airlines or transportation companies. 
 
 TopFlight holds no interest in (1) any U.S. air carrier, (2) any other foreign air carrier, 

(3) any person engaged in the business of aeronautics, or (4) any common carrier or 
any person whose principal business is the holding of stock in, or control of, any air 
carrier. 
 

(g) Relationship between applicant and its homeland government. 
 
 There is no relationship, other than that occasioned by regulatory oversight, between 

TopFlight and the Bahamian government. 
 
(h) Insurance coverage. 
 
 The carrier will file OST Form 6411 demonstrating that it holds insurance that meets 

or exceeds the requirements of 14 C.F.R. Part 205. 
 
(i) Applicant's homeland operating authority. 
 
 Attached as Exhibit 2 are copies of the License to Provide Charter Services and Air 

Operator Certificate for TopFlight authorizing, among other things, service between 
the Bahamas and the United States. The License is valid through April 5, 2023, and the 
carrier intends to renew it in due course. 

 
(j) Operating history of the applicant. 
 
 TopFlight was founded last year to conduct the charter operations described in this 

application. 
 

(k) Fleet information. 

TopFlight plans to conduct U.S. charter operations initially with a single, leased, Saab 
340A freighter aircraft, registration C6-EAR, MSN 340-046, with a payload of 8,500 
pounds. It is leased from AWL Leasing II, LLC d/b/a Aeroway Capital Management 
LLC, 28324 E Main Drive, Waterford WI 53185.   
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(l) Aircraft maintenance. 

TopFlight maintains its aircraft under a program that complies with annexes 1, 6 
(Part I), and 7 to the Convention on International Civil Aviation, to which the 
Commonwealth of the Bahamas is a contracting party.  The FAA has rated the 
Bahamas "Category 1" under the IASA program. Its primary maintenance contractor 
is Aviation Management Repairs in Ft. Pierce, FL. 

(m) Agreements with other carriers. 
 
 No agreements with other carriers will affect the proposed U.S. services. 

 
(n) Financial data summaries. 
 
 TopFlight has not previously operated as an air carrier and therefore has no financial 

statements. 
  
(o) Homeland government financial assistance. 
 
 None.  See item (g) above. 
 
(p) Financial forecast. 
 
 Confidential Exhibit A, which has been filed under seal with a motion for 

confidential treatment, provides a one-year forecast for the applicant’s proposed U.S. 
operations. 

  
(q,r) Bilateral agreement and designations; homeland government policy with respect 

to U.S. carriers. 
 

Charter operations between the Bahamas and the United States are governed by the 
liberal U.S.-Bahamas Air Transport Agreement dated January 27, 2020. Annex I of the 
Agreement provides that Bahamian carriers are entitled to operate “from points 
behind The Bahamas via The Bahamas and intermediate points to a point or points in 
the United States and beyond.” The Department has authorized charter services by 
Bahamian carriers under the new bilateral, see Azure Aviation, Ltd., Notice of Action 
Taken dated Feb. 4, 2020 in Docket OST-2019-0147, and previously as a longstanding 














