
From: Chris Lundberg
To: Paluvai, Venkatesh (OST)
Subject: RE: EAS at Metlakatla
Date: Tuesday, June 7, 2022 1:34:26 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content
is safe.

Hi Venk,
 
Thanks for your email below and for seeking the Community’s response.  In that regard, the
Community is concerned about the lower amount of RTs, but willing to accept the Department’s
decision, subject to ongoing review of the sufficiency of that level of service.  Also, the Community
would appreciate the opportunity, whether through a two-year contract or otherwise, to allow for
expedited future changes to the level of air service should the need arise.
 
Thank you.  C
 

From: Paluvai, Venkatesh (OST) <Venkatesh.Paluvai@dot.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 06, 2022 5:16 AM
To: Chris Lundberg <CLundberg@hk-law.com>
Subject: RE: EAS at Metlakatla
 
Hi Chris.
 
After speaking with the air carrier and its representatives, and the State of Alaska, the Department
plans to move forward with the proposed “Alternative B” in the attached proposal (28/18 RT’s per
week). In light of budget constraints and recent decreases in traffic, we feel like this is the
appropriate course of action. I would like to know your thoughts as the community representative
and also say that we can select the air carrier for  shorter (two-year) contract time to allow for
changes in the future.
 
 
Thanks,
Venk Paluvai
Office of the Under Secretary for Transportation Policy
Office of Aviation Analysis
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE, 20590
202-366-5432 (Office)
703-577-1222 (Cell)
 
 
 
From: Chris Lundberg <CLundberg@hk-law.com> 
Sent: Monday, April 11, 2022 7:32 PM
To: Paluvai, Venkatesh (OST) <Venkatesh.Paluvai@dot.gov>
Cc: 4093jae@gmail.com; Alaska DOT, Richard Sewell (rich.sewell@alaska.gov)
<rich.sewell@alaska.gov>; 'Taquan Air Service, Brien Salazaar' <brien@taquanair.com>; Schlemmer,
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Kevin (OST) <Kevin.Schlemmer@dot.gov>; 'Consultant, Hank Myers' <Hank@MTCWorld.com>; Jerry
Scudero <jascudero@hotmail.com>
Subject: RE: EAS at Metlakatla
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content
is safe.
 
Dear Mr. Paluvai,
 
On behalf of the Metlakatla Indian Community, the Community has reviewed the Proposal of Taquan
Air and requests that the Department of Transportation (the “Department”) accept Taquan Air’s
35/28 Per Week Proposal, with the sixteen-week summer peak period running from May 15 to
September 15. Accordingly, the Community respectfully asks the Department to enter an order that
restores essential air service to the Community at historic and necessary levels of 35 roundtrips per
week during the peak season (May 15 – September 15) and 28 roundtrips per week during the non-
peak season.
 
Given that Taquan Air’s proposal addresses the Community’s needs, the Community intends to
withdraw its Petition for Reconsideration of Order 2022-3-3 after receipt of confirmation that the
35/28 proposal has been accepted.
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.  Thank you.  C
 
Christopher Lundberg
Practicing in federal Indian law, and complex business, employment and tort litigation
 
Haglund Kelley LLP
2177 SW Broadway
Portland, OR 97201
Telephone:      (503) 225-0777
Facsimile:        (503) 225-1257
Email:              clundberg@hk-law.com
Web:                 www.hk-law.com
 
The information in this e-mail message is intended for the confidential use of the addressees only. The information is
subject to the attorney-client privilege and/or may be attorney work-product.  Recipients should not file copies of this e-
mail with publicly accessible records.  If you are not an addressee or an authorized agent responsible for delivering this e-
mail to a designated addressee, you have received this e-mail in error, and any further review, dissemination distribution,
copying or forwarding of this e-mail is strictly prohibited.  If you received this e-mail in error, please notify us immediately
at (503) 225-0777.  Thank you.
 TAX ADVICE NOTICE:  IRS Circular 230 requires us to advise you that, if this communication or any attachment contains any
tax advice, the advice is not intended to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of avoiding federal tax penalties.  A
taxpayer may rely on professional advice to avoid federal tax penalties only if the advice is reflected in a comprehensive tax
opinion that conforms to stringent requirements.  Please contact us if you have any questions about Circular 230 or would
like to discuss our preparation of an opinion that conforms to these IRS rules.
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From: Paluvai, Venkatesh (OST) <Venkatesh.Paluvai@dot.gov> 
Sent: Friday, April 8, 2022 9:53 AM
To: 4093jae@gmail.com; Alaska DOT, Richard Sewell (rich.sewell@alaska.gov)
<rich.sewell@alaska.gov>; 'Taquan Air Service, Brien Salazaar' <brien@taquanair.com>
Cc: Schlemmer, Kevin (OST) <Kevin.Schlemmer@dot.gov>; 'Consultant, Hank Myers'
<Hank@MTCWorld.com>; Jerry Scudero <jascudero@hotmail.com>
Subject: EAS at Metlakatla
 
Greetings All:
 
I would like to update you on the Essential Air Service (EAS) situation at Metlakatla as well as give
you an opportunity to offer any comments for the formal record before we submit a recommendation
to the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Aviation and International Affairs. As you may know, the
Department issued Order 2022-3-3 on March 2, 2022, soliciting proposals from air carriers interested
in providing EAS at Metlakatla for a new term.
 
In response to the Department’s request, Venture Travel LLC d/b/a Taquan Air Service submitted a
proposal for consideration. I have attached that proposal to this email, and uploaded it on to
www.regulations.gov under docket DOT-OST- 2021-0164. I request that you review the proposal
and submit any comments you may have as soon as possible, but no later than May 9, 2022. Please
send your comments directly to me via e‐mail at:venkatesh.paluvai@dot.gov. Also, please forward
this to all relevant parties that I have not included on the distribution list. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact me.
 
Thanks,
Venk Paluvai
Office of the Under Secretary for Transportation Policy
Office of Aviation Analysis
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE, 20590
202-366-5432 (Office)
703-577-1222 (Cell)
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