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January 23, 2023 

 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 

Re:  Support Letters for Joint Application in Docket DOT-OST-2021-0152 
 
Ladies/Gentlemen: 
 

Enclosed for inclusion in the above docket are support letters for the Joint Application of Allegiant 
Air and Viva Aerobus for Approval of and Antitrust Immunity for Commercial Alliance Agreement.  The 
letters are from the following airports and airport authorities:  

 
• MidAmerica St. Louis Airport 
 
• Municipal Airport Authority of the City of Fargo 
 
• Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport Authority 
 
• Greenville-Spartanburg Airport District 
 
• Huntington Tri-State Airport 
 
• Charlotte County Airport Authority  
 
• St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport 

 
• Horry County Department of Airports 

 
Sincerely, 

      
Aaron A. Goerlich 
Garofalo Goerlich Hainbach PC 

 
Counsel for Allegiant Air, LLC 







 

PHOENIX-MESA GATEWAY AIRPORT AUTHORITY 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S OFFICE 

5835 SOUTH SOSSAMAN ROAD 
 MESA, ARIZONA 85212-6014 

 
 PHONE (480) 988 7608 
 FAX (480) 988 2315 

Operated by the Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport Authority, a cooperative effort by Mesa, Gilbert, Queen Creek, Gila River Indian Community, Phoenix, and Apache Junction. 

January 18, 2023 
 
 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg  
Secretary  
Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE  
Washington D.C., 20590-0001 
 
 
RE: DOT-OST-2021-0152 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,  
 
I am writing in support of the “Joint Application for Approval of and Antitrust Immunity for 
Commercial Alliance Agreement” submitted by Allegiant Air and Viva Aerobus.   
 
The proposed alliance between the applicants will bring much needed competition to the US/Mexico 
transborder market. Currently, transborder air service between the United States and Mexico is 
dominated by just a small handful of air carriers. This means many customers are paying more than they 
should for transborder travel because a limited number of air carriers are dictating the price. Also, many 
small and medium-sized airports do not have direct service between the U.S. and Mexico because the 
larger air carriers often flow their passengers through a traditional “hub and spoke” model that requires 
passengers from smaller communities to make one or two stops to travel between the two countries.   
 
The applicants’ proposed joint venture will address many of these challenges. Both Allegiant and Viva 
Aerobus have long histories of lowering airfares and stimulating traffic when they enter new markets.  
This means more people will be able to fly between the US and Mexico, giving more people an 
opportunity to visit family and friends, take a vacation, and appreciate the unique opportunities and 
experiences each country has to offer. Moreover, with a strong focus on nonstop flights, the applicants’ 
proposal, if granted, will have a positive impact on carbon emissions, as more people will be able to fly 
nonstop, reducing the need for multiple stop trips.  
 
Considering that the benefits to the public are quite significant, and the alliance will enhance (not 
reduce) competition in the US/Mexico transborder market, Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport urges the 
DOT to approve the applicants’ request for antitrust immunity and allow the applicants to initiate their 
alliance.  
 
Thank you, 
 

 
J. Brian O’Neill, A.A.E. 
Executive Director/CEO 



_____________________________________________________________ 
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January 18, 2023 
 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg  
Secretary  
Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE  
Washington D.C., 20590-0001 
 
RE: DOT-OST-2021-0152 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
The Greenville-Spartanburg Airport District submits this letter in support of the “Joint Application 
for Approval of and Antitrust Immunity for Commercial Alliance Agreement” submitted by Allegiant 
Air and Viva Aerobus.   
 
The proposed alliance between the applicants will bring much needed competition to the 
US/Mexico transborder market.  Currently, transborder air service between the United States and 
Mexico is dominated by just a small handful of carriers.  This means many customers pay more 
than they should for transborder travel, as a limited number of carriers dictate the price points. 
Moreover, many small and medium-sized airports do not have direct service between the U.S. 
and Mexico as the larger carriers often flow commercial air service through a traditional “hub and 
spoke” model requiring passengers to make one or two stops to travel between the two countries. 
 
The applicants’ proposed joint venture will remedy a number of these challenges.  Both Allegiant 
and Viva Aerobus have a long history of lowering airfares and stimulating traffic when they enter 
new markets.  This means more people will be able to fly between the US and Mexico, giving 
more people an opportunity to visit loved ones, take a vacation, and appreciate the opportunities 
and experiences each country has to offer. Moreover, with a strong focus on nonstop flights, the 
applicants’ proposal, if granted, will have a positive impact on carbon emissions, as more people 
will be able to fly nonstop, reducing the need for multiple stop trips.  
 
Considering the benefits to the public are quite significant, and the alliance will enhance (not 
reduce) competition in the US/Mexico transborder market, we urge DOT to approve the 
applicants’ request for antitrust immunity and allow the applicants to initiate their alliance.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
David N. Edwards, Jr. 
President/CEO 





 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

January 18, 2023 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg  

Secretary, Department of Transportation  

1200 New Jersey Ave., SE  

Washington D.C., 20590-0001 

 

RE: DOT-OST-2021-0152 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,  

 

I am writing in support of the “Joint Application for Approval of and Antitrust Immunity for 

Commercial Alliance Agreement” submitted by Allegiant Air and Viva Aerobus.  We have a 

strong partnership with Allegiant Air here at Punta Gorda Airport, as the company has brought 

more than 10 million people to and from our area on low-cost, nonstop flights.   

 

The proposed alliance between the applicants will bring much needed competition to the 

US/Mexico transborder market. Many small and medium-sized airports do not have direct 

service between the U.S. and Mexico as the larger carriers often flow commercial air service 

through a traditional “hub and spoke” model requiring passengers to make one or two stops to 

travel between the two countries.   

 

Both Allegiant and Viva Aerobus have a long history of lowering airfares and stimulating traffic 

when they enter new markets. Moreover, with a strong focus on nonstop flights, the applicants’ 

proposal, if granted, will have a positive impact on carbon emissions, as more people will be able 

to fly nonstop, reducing the need for multiple stop trips.  

 

Considering the benefits to the public are quite significant, and the alliance will enhance (not 

reduce) competition in the US/Mexico transborder market, we urge DOT to approve the 

applicants’ request for antitrust immunity and allow the applicants to initiate their alliance.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

James W. Parish, CEO 

Charlotte County Airport Authority 

Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) 

 

28000 A-1 Airport Road 

Punta Gorda, Florida 33982 

www.flypgd.com      

(941) 639-1101 

(941)639-4792 Fax 

airport@flypgd.com 
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