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1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

 

 
Office of the Secretary 
of Transportation 

 
 

 
 

January 11, 2021 
 
 

Mr. Andrew Schmertz, Esq. 
140 West End Avenue 
Suite 14A 
New York, NY 10023 
 
 
Re: Docket DOT-OST-2020-0242, Application of Hopscotch Air, Inc., for authority to conduct 
operations as a commuter air carrier.  
 
Dear Mr. Schmertz: 
 
We have completed our initial review of the application filed by Hopscotch Air, Inc. 
(“Hopscotch”), for the determination of its fitness to conduct scheduled passenger transportation 
as a U.S. commuter air carrier. 
 
This review has revealed the need for additional and/or clarifying information before we can 
complete processing of Hopscotch’s application.  The attached Information Request lists the areas 
where further and/or clarification information is necessary.  I ask that you respond fully to this 
request within 30 days of the date of this letter.  You may upload your response via the web 
at www.regulations.gov, or you may mail your response to U.S. Department of Transportation 
Dockets, West Building, Ground Floor, (M-30, Room W12-140), 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE, 
Washington, D.C. 20590.   In either case, your response should be filed in Docket DOT-OST-
2020-0242. 
 
As is the Department’s practice, further processing of Hopscotch’s application will be deferred 
pending receipt of this material.  In addition, please remember that Hopscotch should promptly 
provide the Department with any information regarding changes it may undergo in areas affecting 
its fitness (i.e., management, operating plans or financial condition, compliance disposition, or 
ownership) while its application is under review by the Department.   
 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  If you have any questions regarding this letter or 
the requested information, please feel free to contact me at (202) 366-9721 or 
shabu.thomas@dot.gov. 
 

http://www.regulations.gov/
http://www.regulations.gov/
mailto:shabu.thomas@dot.gov
mailto:shabu.thomas@dot.gov
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Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Shabu Thomas 
Transportation Industry Analyst, Air Carrier Fitness Division 
Office of Aviation Analysis 
 
 
 
 cc:  Adria Drew 
  POI 
  Federal Aviation Administration 



 

Information Request 
 
General Information 
 
1. Please forward a confirmation of payment of the application filing fees from 
www.pay.gov.  
 
2. Please provide of Hopscotch’s Preapplication Statement of Intent or PASI filed with the 
local FAA Flight Standards District Office.  
 
3. Please provide the articles of incorporation and the bylaws for Hopscotch. 
 
4. Please provide a signed sworn-affidavit stating that the applicant is a citizen of the United 
States. If any owners, officers, directors, or other persons who have the power to influence 
Hopscotch, whether through ownership, debt, position held, or other interest, are not U.S. 
citizens, state the name and citizenship of each, and describe each such person's relationship to, 
and interest in, the applicant.  

 
Ownership and Key Personnel  
 
5. In its application, Hopscotch states that majority shareholders are founders Messrs. Andrew 
Schmertz and Douglas Okin who owns a total of 72 percent of the Company’s fully diluted 
equity.  Please explain Hopscotch’s ownership on an undiluted basis.  If any shares are held for 
the benefit of another, identify the beneficial owners. 
 

a. Identify the number of stock held or potentially held by each such person by class 
or series. 

 
b. Provide a detailed description, of each class or series of stock issued.  Such 

description should include: the number of shares outstanding by class or series, 
convertibility into other classes or series of stock, representation on the board of 
directors, voting rights, entitlement to dividend, consequences of failure to pay such 
dividends, and liquidation preferences. 

 
c. If any such person is a partnership or corporation, provide the identity (as noted 

above) of each partner or each person holding 10 percent or more of the stock of the 
corporation and provide a description of each class or series of stock issued (as noted 
above).  [Note: This information should be provided for any partnership or 
corporation back to the owners of any ultimate partners or corporate owners.]  If any 
shares are held for the benefit of another, identify the beneficial owners. 

 
d. Identify the state or other laws under which any corporations or partnerships listed 

above are organized. 
 

6. Hopscotch identified its board of directors and key personnel.  However, the company has 
not identified their respective citizenship.  Please provide the citizenship of each individual and 
a description of their officerships, directorships, shares of stock, and other interests each holds, 
or has held in any air carrier, foreign air carrier, common carrier, person substantially engaged 

http://www.pay.gov/
http://www.pay.gov/
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in the business of aeronautics or persons whose principal business in the holding of stock in or 
control of any air carrier, common carrier of person substantially engaged in the business of 
aeronautics.  
 
7. Please provide a list of the applicant’s subsidiaries (if any), including a description of each 
subsidiary’s principal business and relationship to the applicant. 
 
8. The resume provided for Mr. Robert A. Bergen, does not identify his employment between 
the period October 2009 to November 2010.  Please explain his gap in employment.  If he was 
unemployed, please state.  
 
9. The resume provided for Mr.  Natale Dipietro identified no employment between 2007-
2012.  Please explain his gap in employment.  If he was unemployed, please state. 
 
10. The resume of Mr. Steven Valk does not identify his current employment with Hopscotch.  
Please provide an updated resume indicating his employment and date of hire with Hopscotch. 
 
11. The resume provided for Hopscotch’s key employees indicates that they hold multiple 
employment positions.  Please explain how each person intends to divide their time among 
various positions and duties they hold and indicate how much time each employee will devote 
to Hopscotch’s operations. 
 
Operations and Financial Position 
 
12. Hopscotch states that it intends to acquire Kodiak 100 Series II for its operations. In 
addition, the applicant states that it has additional resources from its existing Cirrus Charter 
business.   
 

a. Please provide a list of Hopscotch’s proposed fleet of aircraft for use in commuter 
operations, including the number and seating/cargo capacity of each type and model 
of aircraft and whether they are or will be owned or leased. 

 
b. If the aircraft, or other facilities are to be acquired to conduct the proposed services, 

a description of the plans for obtaining and financing those items should be 
provided. 

 
c. If the Hopscotch intends to use leased aircraft for its commuter operations, please 

provide a copy of its aircraft lease agreement. 
 
13. Hopscotch states that it has engaged in numerous paths for funding the proposed commuter 
service and estimates to raise $2 million to launch operations.  However, the company has not 
submitted its plans for financing, and third-party verification of available financial resources 
from financial institution to meet the Department’s financial fitness test.  Therefore, please 
provide the following.  
 

a. A description of the proposed form and source of capital to support Hopscotch’s 
operations.  If the resources of an individual(s) or other organization(s) will be made 
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available to Hopscotch, please provide the individual’s source of capital to support 
operations of Hopscotch. 

 
b. A letter from the Hopscotch’s bank confirming the amount on deposit and bank 

loans and lines-of-credit available from financial institution to meet the 
Department’s financial fitness test.   
 

c. If resources of an individual(s) or other organization(s) will be made available to 
Hopscotch to support its operations. Please provide: 

 
i. A detailed explanation of each of the debt arrangements being undertaken to 

finance the operation of Hopscotch.  The explanation should include, at a 
minimum, terms and conditions under which such funds will be provided, 
payment schedule (principal and interest), security provisions, covenants, 
conditions and default provisions. 
 

ii. Identify the participants in each arrangement and supply their commitments, 
citizenship, and any relationship with any Hopscotch’s shareholders, 
affiliates and relevant corporation.  In addition, provide copies of the personal 
or corporate financial statements of the individual(s) or organization(s). Such 
documentation should clearly establish the capability of the individual(s) or 
organization(s) to fulfill any financial commitment made to or on behalf of 
the applicant.  In this connection, the liquidity of any assets, other than cash, 
contained in these documents should be made clear through appropriate 
footnotes (e.g., the current market value of stocks and bonds that can be 
readily converted to cash should be noted). Whenever possible, third-party 
verification of the assets and values should be provided (e.g., letters from 
banks or stockbrokers holding liquid assets, or recent appraisals of real 
assets). 

 
d. If borrowed capital or line of credit is to be employed, the total amount, current 

balance, source, security, repayment schedule, provisions to convert the debt to 
equity, and terms of repayment to the lender should be stated.  Identify the 
participants in each arrangement and supply their commitments, citizenship, and any 
relationship with any shareholders, affiliates or relevant corporations.  In addition, 
copies of all the funding agreements should be submitted. 

 
14. Please provide the Hopscotch’s current (within 3 months) balance sheet and income 
statement, along with their accompanying explanatory footnotes.  The footnotes should include 
a description of: 

 
a. The companies significant accounting policies, such as for depreciation, 

amortization of intangibles, overhauls, unearned revenues; 
 

b. Any liens or encumbrances against any of the applicant’s or any relevant 
corporation’s assets, any major commitments into which the applicant or relevant 
corporation has entered during the past six months, or proposes to enter during the 
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next six months, including a bank or other institutional financing and private 
financing;  

 
c. Any liabilities of the applicant or relevant corporation that are more than 60 days 

past due at the time of the application, including the amount and the circumstances 
under which they are past due and will be paid.  
 

15. Please provide Hopscotch’s balance sheets and income statements, together with their 
explanatory footnotes for the calendar years 2017, 2018, and 2019. The footnotes should 
include a description of: 
 

a. The companies significant accounting policies, such as for depreciation, 
amortization of intangibles, overhauls, unearned revenues; 

 
b. Any liens or encumbrances against any of the applicant’s or any relevant 

corporation’s assets, any major commitments into which the applicant or relevant 
corporation has entered during the past six months, or proposes to enter during the 
next six months, including a bank or other institutional financing and private 
financing;  

 
c. Any liabilities of the applicant or relevant corporation that are more than 60 days 

past due at the time of the application, including the amount and the circumstances 
under which they are past due and will be paid.  

 
16. Please provide a forecast Balance Sheet for the first normal year ending after the initially 
proposed operations have been incorporated, along with the explanation of how these were 
computed. 
 
17. Hopscotch provided its pro-forma financials for the proposed commuter operations.  
However, the forecast did not include an explanation of how the estimated costs were computed, 
did not identify the estimated number and type of aircraft, revenue block hours and revenue 
miles by each type of aircraft.  Therefore, please provide a forecast of profit and loss statement 
(broken down by month) for the first twelve full months of the air carrier’s commuter 
operations.  This forecast should include, among other things, the number and type of aircraft, 
estimated revenue block hours, revenue miles, expenses related to aircraft landing, parking, 
aircraft lease and maintenance, insurance, utilities, legal expenses, station expenses, facility 
rents, training, general, administrative, and expenses related to FAA certification, etc.  If certain 
expenses normally associated with air transportation operations will not be incurred, please 
explain.  In addition, please provide an explanation of how these estimated costs were 
computed.  
 
18. Please provide a detailed list of pre-operating expense for the proposed commuter 
operations.  Such list should distinguish between pre-operating expenses that have been paid, 
and those which remain to be paid.  If certain of the expenses will be assumed by a third-party, 
Hopscotch should include footnotes to this effect and provide independent third-party 
verification supporting its statements 
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19. Please provide a description of all outstanding judgments against the applicant, relevant 
corporations, key personnel employed by each, or any person having a substantial interest in 
the applicant.  
 

a. For judgments of more than $5,000, include a brief summary of the circumstances 
leading to each judgment, the amount of each judgment, the party to whom it is 
payable, how long it has been outstanding, and its current status.  
 

b. For judgments of less than $5,000, the list need only identify the company or person 
involved and the total amount of the judgment still owed. 

 
Compliance Disposition 
 
20. Please provide the compliance information required by sections 204.3 (l), (m), (o), (p), and 
(q) of our rules for Hopscotch and its relevant corporations (if any). 
 
Certification 
 
The information provided pursuant to this Information Request should be accompanied by the 
following certification: 
 

The contents of this application and the attached exhibit (s) are true and correct to the 
best of my knowledge and belief.  Pursuant to Title 18 United States Code Section 1001, I [the 
individual signing the application, who shall be a principal owner, senior officer, or internal 
counsel of the applicant], in my individual capacity and as the authorized representative of the 
applicant, have not in any manner knowingly and willfully falsified, concealed or failed to 
disclose any material fact or made any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or knowingly 
used any documents which contain such statements in connection with the preparation, filing 
or prosecution of the application.  I understand that an individual who is found to have violated 
the provisions of 18 U.S.C section 1001 shall be fined or imprisoned not more than five years, 
or both. 


