
From: OST Government Affairs
To: DOTExecSec (OST)
Cc: Clarke, Michael (OST); Gross, Tonya (OST); Spann, Kamyra (OST)
Subject: FW: Grant - Des Moines International Airport (Iowa) (Intranet Quorum IMA00189859)
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 8:55:49 AM

Good morning,
 
Please control the below incoming email from Senator Ernst. Thank you.
 
V/r,
Toiyriah
 

From: Office of Senator Ernst (imailagent) [mailto:Ernst_casework@ernst.senate.gov] 
Sent: Monday, January 18, 2021 10:31 AM
To: OST Government Affairs <OSTGovAffairs@dot.gov>
Subject: Grant - Des Moines International Airport (Iowa) (Intranet Quorum IMA00189859)
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do not click on links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 

 

 

Dear Secretary Chao,

I am writing to request your full consideration for Des Moines International Airport’s
(DSM) Small Community Air Service Development Program grant application. DSM is a
small hub airport, yet it is the largest in the State of Iowa, and Iowans have come to rely on
consistent and affordable connectivity through the Des Moines International Airport. This
grant award will provide needed air service for Iowans to connect to various destinations
throughout the country for business and for pleasure without driving to Minneapolis,
Omaha, or Kansas City.  

Due to the pandemic there have been airline flight constrictions and subsequent lowered
capacity, however, the DSM International Airport is confident this grant will provide Iowa’s
largest small hub airport with the tools necessary to not only regain, but also enhance air
service options to boost economic recovery in the State. This grant, if awarded, would assist
the Des Moines International Airport in attracting new air carriers to the market, increasing
competition while also targeting new city destinations to meet the growing needs of the
region for both business travelers and vacationers alike. The monies will also support efforts
to rebuild traveler confidence and regain lost service due to the COVID-19 pandemic. As
the Capital City Airport, improved air service is critical for the State of Iowa to support a
business environment that drives economic development while also attracting talent to live
in the State.  
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As the most centrally located airport in Iowa, it is essential to the State economy that DSM
regain lost service and improve access to affordable and reliable transportation services. For
this reason and those further described in their application, I strongly encourage your full
consideration of Des Moines International Airport’s Small Community Air Service
Development Program grant application.  If you have any questions or require additional
information, please reach out to Amy Ryan in my Des Moines office at (515) 284-4574.  

Thank you for the consideration. 

Sincerely,

Joni K. Ernst
United States Senator
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