
 
 
 

 
 

April 1, 2021 
 

 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg  
Secretary U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  

Washington, D.C. 20590  
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:  
 

I write in support of the application of Appleton International Airport (ATW) for funding 
through the U.S. Department of Transportation Small Community Air Service Development 
Program (SCASDP).  
 

ATW, located in Appleton, Wisconsin, is in the center of the Fox Cities, a cluster of 19 
communities along the Fox River and is within the Appleton-Oshkosh-Neenah Wisconsin 
Combined Statistical Area (CSA). ATW is the primary commercial service airport for this CSA 
and surrounding areas. It is served by the three largest network airlines-American, Delta, and 

United-via regional carriers to five major hubs: Atlanta, Charlotte, Chicago O’Hare, Detroit, and 
Minneapolis.  
 
ATW’s greatest challenge is passenger leakage to larger airports. Contributing factors to this 

leakage is high fares and lack of non-stop service to top destinations. In 2019, ATW’s average 
fare was 21% higher than the national average in peer markets with high fares being cited as a 
main reason residents in the area avoid ATW and prefer Milwaukee and Chicago. In addition, 
reduction in seats and service cancellation to major hubs has increased passenger leakage away 

from ATW’s natural catchment area. In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic also caused a reduction 
in direct flights and in nonstop routes.  
 
ATW seeks to recruit nonstop service to Dallas (DFW) to connect cities throughout the West and 

Southwest United States. DFW is ATW’s top unserved market and their proposal will replace 
lost seats by adding service from Appleton to Dallas (ATW-DFW), connecting Appleton 
customers to DFW and to new unique markets beyond. This new service aims to increase 
competition, bring ATW fares more in-line with the national average and their peer set, reduce 

leakage from their natural catchment area and provide Appleton-Oshkosh-Neenah CSA 
customers with access to more competitive air service.  
 
I request full and fair consideration be given to ATW’s application for funding. If you have 

additional questions regarding my support, contact Kevin Taheri in my office at 
kevin.taheri@mail.house.gov. Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of my request. 
 



S/F, 

 
 
Mike Gallagher 

Member of Congress 


