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APPLICATION OF 
UNITED AIRLINES, INC. 

FOR ALLOCATION OF FREOUENCTES  

The Ted Stevens.  Anchorage International Airport..(ANC) request that United Airlines 

(United) ,and the 'MOT .give :priority for air service to U.S. airports before extending Fifth 

Freedorn frequencies that benefit foreign .airports. United has, with a CARES Act WaiVet, 

delayed seasonal air service between AnchOrage and the markets Of New York, NY; Chicago, IL; 

San PrantistO, CA; LOs Angeles, CA; and lionston„ TX to-iti.ilitlý .0.h of 2020. This 1[Qs Of air 

service elithinateS non-stop air service between thesemarkets and: Anchorage, AK. 'Prioritizing 

Anchorage oyeT Hong Kong would allow noristop .air service to be restored to all-S. market. 

while still meeting United's desire to serve:Singapore: 

In response. to. United application,.ANC states as follows: 

1. ANC is strateg cally located to provide service on this route. ANC's is the world's fifth 

busiest air cargo airport as determined by landed cargo tonnage because of its strategic location. 

ANC is located approxithately 5,791 nautical miles from Singapore. This is within the range of a 

B777-300 fully loaded with belly cargo. The saircraft •can take a high load, approximately 80%, 



ofpassengers without a significant reduction in belly cargo capacity. 

There is only.  a negligible •difference in rniles floWn connecting a U.nited hub &Tort via 

ANC verses: Hong Kong. United AirlineS iS already operating trailtiple W.777.0.9.c.argo -flights 

and passenger flights to Hong Ko.ng: from multiple deštinations in:  their network .providing 

adequate service CoVerage. 

.2.. '.Non-stop air service .has.. a significant beneficial eeonomio impact on cotnrnunitieS. 

'Countless Studies have. shown that non-stop service significantly gro.w8 pas8enger traffiC between 

markets. Prior to. COVID-19, Alaska's econorny had been in its third year' of reCession. Post 

COVID.-I.9, Alaska's economy will continue that recession and it apPears .likely to Worsen. . At 

this time,:  it is vital that the U.S. govemrnent and U.S. companies.maxirnize the ability tia negate 

the impacts: of COVID-1-9. for Americans: Alaska's. tourism industry .has-been hit especially hard 

by COVID- 19 and non-stOp air service, coupled with Alaska having the lowest COVID-19 

infection rate in the U.S. will stimulate:the state's tourisin.ecOnoniy. 

3.. United's delaying of non,stop seasonal air service will have .a detrimental effect on 

Alaska's ecOnomy. ANC did .not previonsly object to that delay in .the CARES Act given the 

market .conditions. However, the ANC "elated CARES Act waiver that United received is for. 

markets. that have significant air cargo hubs. If United were to n8e ANC verses Hong Kong, 

United would be able. to more. quiddy restore' passenger serVice on the U.S. leg of their route and 

still -connect SingapOre with one of their. air cargo luihs. 

.4.. Non-stop ger-Vice betvieen ANC 'and .Singapore offers an .opportunity to open a new 

market for ANC. With :a high per-capita GDP, relatively .low COVID,19 case -count, and. a 

miserably hot and hurnid climate;.  Singaporeans are an attractive population to..market touristn 

Alaska. ANC does not haVe .the market nuMbers to attract non-stop air serVice from Singapore 

absent. other factors. With air cargo demand SQ high, belly cargo has the: .ability to temporarily 

underpin the route and a passenger Selifice overlay has the ability to help Alaska's. economy 

' LAX-ANC-SN.adds 142 nautical miles, 1AH-ANC-SIN say es.3.nau.tical•.Miles vases a :HKG corinetion 



using foreign capital. 

.5. Fifth Freedom .routes are a significant.hinderance to air serviee development in Alaska. 

In the.absence of Fifth Freeddm routes, ANC would be the natural tech,stop location for .aircraft. 

flying between.ASid 'and NOrth Amerita. With Fifth 'Freedom routes, aircraft. literally overfly 

ANC bringing benefits to foreign airports and. economies, 

6. United'S .proppsed Fiftb Freedoin HKG:-,SIN.  route is,  .in direct competition with a. route 

ANC.  is trying.Ap develop. As..mentioned above. Fifth:Freedom flights negatively impact -ANC 

and the route .ANC is targeting is a . perfeCt.  example, .ANC haS been targeting .Singap.ore 

Airlines.' :Singapore to. Manchester, England tO.  liOnštbn, TeXaš. route. StOpping at ANC verses 

Manchester .SAves nautieal Miles. This iš a significant Sayings. in fuel, emissions, crew 

thne, and...aircraft. tirne. :ANC cannot usually compete:.for this route because .of the disadvantages. 

allowedby Fifth:Freedom flights. International airlines don't have:the ability tõ Sell tickets -oh an 

Anchorage to..Houston seginent. Fifth Freedotns allow.  the selling of paSšenger tickets op the. 

Manehester to Houston segment. During normal inarlwt conditions the approximately .100 

ticketS sold Manchester tO/froin HOuston oVerpOwers.the cost savings of steipiiing at ANC. Since 

international .passenger. travel is.. forecast. to .b..e depressed into the:near future and 'cargo demand is. 

very strong, ANC.'s advantages make a strong case -for -this route. That is, until 'passenger' 

demand:returns and Fifth Freedoms again disadVantage. ANC. 

7. ANC is al: o targeting the SingapOre to Houston toute 'because of .:special air cargo. 

'transfer rights grarited -by-  Congre.ss -aricl the USDOT. Foreign -airlines have special regulatory 

:ahility td seathlessly transfer.  air cargo at ANC. to. a airline. Singap:ore Airlines .Star. 

Alliance partner, United, offers seasonal. service Houston-ANC. ANC7s spedat cargo transfer 

rights would allow Singapore:Airlines to fly the Singapore-Anchorage segment .and United coUld 

operate the FIouston- Anchorage segment.. This routing wbUld negate the Fifth Freedorn 

disadvantage: beCauSe a -U.S. 'airline- would be operging the domestic seginent. plus, Singapore. 

Airlines would be able totake adVantage.ef cbnnections:  to other United markets at ANC. 



Singapore would be a new .passenger market for .AN.C,. therefore landing 'fees för 'the 

flight would be. waived as part of ANC's 'air serVice development incentive.. The landing fee 

waiver Would-mitigate. most of the additiOnal cost -of transferring thecarg0 .at ANC. 

This type of connection ebuld..alSo. benefit ANC b.y helping convert the. seasonal Frouston flight' 

to more of a year-rotind Option. ANC-Houston has a decent year-round. pas.senger.  market 

because of the oil industry activity.between both markets. .Addingthe..Singapore traffic.could tip 

the scales in favor of extending the Houston-Anchorage serVice 

A suCcessful irriplemeutatiOn of cargo tranSfer underpinned 'routes thrOugh ANC. could 

lead _to other .airline. cornbinations..using ANC special air cargo transfer rights to connect markets 

with low _passenger demand but high cargo demand. MI major U.S. 'airlines have alliance 

partners that run-cargo throUgh ANC. and it woUld not beliard tO implernent the cargo transfer on 

a Wider kale. 

WHEREFORE, ANC respectfully requests that United Airlines. .and US.DOT prioritize 

reestablishing air serviee. for U.S.markets befOre extending .Fifth Freedom rights for. servic.that 

would compete with-a market. 

WHEREFORE, ANC respectfully requests. VSPOT grant apy necessary' pemiissions for 

United Airlines • or other U.S. 4irliges to coordinate flights -with 'foreign airlines, authorized to fly 

to the U.S., to take advantage of the already established air cargo'transfer rights at ANC. 

WHEREFORE, Congrešs.  and the USDOT have reCognized the:challenging environment 

attractingair service fcir.Alasla and haVe provide special •air cargo transfer rights. The distance 

between Anchorage. and the natioWs .capital,. Washington D.C., is almost identical to the distance-

'between Manchester, England and Washington. D.C. Alaska is not similarly situated to air traffie 

.in the Lower 48 states. Alaska!s remote location requires special. consideration to,  encOurage 

.economic. growth in an economy that, in -nOnnal timeS, stniggles. ANC respectfully requests that 



if the USDOT grants United's Fifth Freedom request for HKG-SIN service, that ANC be granted 

a matching Eighth Freedom frequency allowing a foreign airline to transport passengers 

domestically between ANC and another point in the U.S. This frequency would be used in air 

service development efforts to level the playing field verses foreign airports and mitigate the 

damaging effect of Fifth Freedoms on Alaska. 

Respectfiilly submitted, 

Jim Szczesniak 
Airport Manager 
Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport 

May 11, 2020 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify that I have this date served the foregoing document on the following persons by causing a copy 
to be sent via email. 

ABX Air, Inc. Robert Silverberg rsilverberg@sgbdc.com 
Jeff Johnson jjohnson@sgbdc.com 

American Robert Wirick robert.wirick@aa.com 
John Williams john.b.williams@aa.com 

Atlas Russell Pommer rpommer@atlasair.com 
Naveen Rao naveensao@atlasair.com 

Delta Alexander Krulic alex.krulic@delta.com 
Chris Walker chris.walker@delta.com 
Steve Seiden steven.seiden@delta.com 

FedEx Anne Bechdolt abechdolt@fedex.com 
Sandra Lunsford sllunsford@fedex.com 

Kalitta Air Mark W. Atwood matwood@cozen.com 
Polar Air Cargo Kevin Montgomery kevin.montogmer®polaraircargo.c 

om 
United Airlines Steve Morrissey steve.morrissey@united.com 

Dan Weiss dan.weiss@united.com 
James Conneely Jarnes.conneely@united.com 

Amna Arshad Amna.arshad@freshfields.corn 

UPS 

State/FAA/DOT 

Dontai Smalls 
Anita Mosner 
Aaron Forsberg 
John Duncan 
Todd Homan 
Robert Finamore 
Brett Kruger 
Benjamin Taylor 
Airlineinfo 

dsmalls@ups.com 
anita.mosner@hklaw.com 
forsbergap@state.gov 
john.s.duncan@faa.gov 
todd.homan@dot.gov 
robert.finamore@dot.gov 
brett.kruger@dot.gov 
benjamin.taylor®dot.gov 
info@airlineinfo.com 
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