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Faulk, Scott (OST)

From: Faulk, Scott (OST)
Sent: Thursday, May 26, 2022 3:41 PM
To: randy.luecke@me.com
Subject: RE: Barkley Regional Airport

Greetings Mr. Luecke, 
 
Thank you for your letter to Secretary Buttigieg regarding the Essential Air Service (EAS) program at Barkley 
Regional Airport serving the community of Paducah, KY.  He has asked that I respond to you directly on his 
behalf.    
 
We issued Order 2022-3-8 (March 11, 2022), requesting proposals to replace SkyWest Airlines, Inc. (SkyWest), 
which submitted notice to terminate service at Paducah on March 10, 2022.  That Order prohibited SkyWest 
from terminating its service until replacement EAS can be secured.  The initial due date for proposals was April 
11 and later extended until May 11.  In response to our request, Boutique Air, Inc., Southern Airways Express 
LLC, and Corporate Flight Management, Inc. d/b/a Contour Airlines submitted proposals for 
consideration.  The Department has requested formal comments from the civic officials representing Paducah, 
as well as from Barkley Regional Airport.  Those comments are due to the Department no later than 
June 10, 2022. 
 
Because this matter is currently pending before the Department, it would not be appropriate for me to comment 
on the merits of the various proposals.  However, I assure you that we will carefully consider all comments that 
we receive. 
 
As is our standard practice, I am placing a copy of your letter and my response in Docket DOT-OST-2008-0299 
at www.regulations.gov. 
 
I hope this information is helpful. 
 
Sincerely, 
Scott Faulk 
Transportation Industry Analyst 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave. SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 



-----Original Message-----
From: Randy Luecke <randy.luecke@me.com>
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2022 3:54 PM
To: DOT Exec Sec (OST) <DOTExecSec@dot.gov>
Subject: Barkley Regional Airport

Secretary Buttigieg,

Earlier this year SkyWest Airlines announced their intention to pull out of Barkley Regional Airport in Paducah, 
KY.

The Barkley Regional Airport is part of the Essential Air Service, but it’s more than that for me, it is home. Years 
ago I moved away from my home town of Paducah to the West coast, but I regularly go back to see family.

Without SkyWest service Paducah will lack any connection to air travel. The nearest airport will be more than three 
hours away by car. There is no public transit either, which means in order to visit my family in Paducah I will have 
to fly across the country only to rent a car to drive further.

I know you are from a small town yourself, and I don't have to explain to you how important access to this airport is 
for the community, both from an economic and family perspective.

I hope bringing this to your attention will encourage you to make sure Paducah retains access to the essential air 
service.

Thank you,
- Randy Luecke
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