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January 22, 2021 
 

Mr. Scott Faulk 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Office of Aviation Analysis 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, DC     20590 
 

Dear Mr. Faulk, 
 

You hold in your hands the critical decision of providing Essential Air Service to the remote peninsula 
of Kalaupapa on the Island of Molokai, Hawaii. This peninsula, once the place of exile for victims of 
Hansen’s Disease (leprosy) still has patients who require specialized care under the Department of 
Health. To be noted is the fact that the ONLY method of transportation connecting them to required 
medical services in Honolulu (Island of Oahu) is provided by Mokulele Air. 
 

Of course, life on the peninsula requires essential services (water quality control, garbage 
collection/recycling, delivery of medications, mowing of acres of cemetery and other land, land 
management, animal control—to mention some areas. Essential workers, whose families ARE NOT 
allowed to live on the peninsula, depend upon air service to get back and forth from their jobs in 
Kalaupapa. In this unique living situation, only patients and workers are allowed to live on the 
peninsula. You might ask, “Why do the patients continue to live under these remote conditions?” The 
answer is that this is their home. Many of the patients who are now in their 80s and 90s were 
involuntarily exiled here as little children or in their teens and have been able to make the transition 
from being “inmates” in a “prison” to making a life for themselves in “paradise.” 
 

Mokulele Air has successfully provided required services in the past for which patients and staff are 
not only indebted, but on which they are totally dependent. At this time of contract renewal, the 
welfare of the Kalapaupa community hangs in the balance. The awarding of the EAS contract to the 
best provider is a critical lifeline to the community. Thus I urge you to consider MOKULELE AIR’s 
Option A which provides two daily trips to HNL and four daily trips to topside Molokai. This option 
would meet the medical needs of patients and the needs of workers who need to commute. Option C, 
offering twelve trips per week to HNL/MKK would be a devastating choice and would relegate those in 
the community to dangerous isolation, revisiting the original sense of exile once imposed on previous 
residents. As the lowest level of service, Option B could work without causing disastrous results. 
 

I can’t stress the urgency of your awarding the contract, 
Option A, to Mokulele Air, a proven and dependable 
partner in understanding and meeting the needs of our 
community. Thank you for considering this plea for enabling 
the Kalaupapa community to remain operational in this 
remote location in the middle of the Pacific Ocean. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Sister Barbara Jean Wajda, osf 

 


