
BOEM Announces Next Steps for Offshore Wind Energy in Gulf of Mexico 
Requests public comments 
New Orleans – As part of the Biden-Harris administration’s goal of deploying 30 
gigawatts of offshore wind energy capacity by 2030, the Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management is announcing the next steps for offshore wind energy in the Gulf of 
Mexico (GOM) Outer Continental Shelf (OCS). 
On June 11, 2021, BOEM began the competitive lease issuance process by issuing a 
Request for Interest (RFI) for Commercial Leasing for Wind Power Development on 
the GOM OCS to gauge interest in obtaining commercial wind leases in an area on the 
OCS offshore GOM and to gather information about the RFI Area. The RFI was 
followed by a Call for Information and Nominations (Call) issued on November 1, 
2021. Comments received from the RFI and the Call are used to inform the Area 
Identification (Area ID) process. The Area ID process is a required step under the 
renewable energy competitive leasing process and is used to identify Wind Energy 
areas (WEAs) to be considered for leasing. BOEM’s goal is to identify the offshore 
locations that appear most suitable for wind energy development, taking into 
consideration potential impacts to resources and ocean users. Therefore, BOEM is 
seeking public comments on two Preliminary WEAs in the Gulf of Mexico. The first 
Preliminary WEA is located approximately 24 nautical miles (nm) off the coast of 
Galveston, TX, totals 546,645 acres, and has the potential to power 2.3 million homes 
with clean wind energy. The second Preliminary WEA is located approximately 56 
nm off the coast of Lake Charles, LA, totals 188,023 acres, and has the potential to 
power 799,000 homes. The two draft WEAs represent a small subset of the original 
30-million acre Gulf of Mexico Call Area. The areas were reduced to 734,688 acres to 
avoid potential impacts to other ocean uses and resources, such as commercial and 
recreational fishing, maritime navigation, military activities, marine protected species, 
avian species and existing infrastructure. The development of Preliminary WEAs and 
seeking public comment on these areas is not required under BOEM’s regulations. 
However, BOEM believes that gathering input specific to these areas will result in a 
more transparent and inclusive Area ID process. 
BOEM will continue to study these areas and consider input from other government 
agencies, industry, the fishing community and the general public, and will use this 
information to finalize the WEAs and publish an Area ID memorandum. Public 
comments on the Preliminary WEAs will be accepted for 30 days beginning [July 19, 
2022]. Additional information on the Preliminary WEAs, including maps and 
directions on how to provide comments can be found on BOEM’s website. 
 
 


